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Was Torah Accepted Willingly

by Jay Kelman
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Shabbat 88a:5

and they stood at the lowermost part of the mount” (Exodus 19:17). Rabbi Avdimi bar
Hama bar Hasa said: the Jewish people actually stood beneath the mountain, and the
verse teaches that the Holy One, Blessed be He, overturned the mountain above the
Jews like a tub, and said to them: If you accept the Torah, excellent, and if not, there
will be your burial. Rav Aha bar Ya’akov said: From here there is a substantial caveat to
the obligation to fulfill the Torah. Rava said: Even so, they again accepted it willingly in
the time of Ahasuerus, as it is written: “The Jews ordained, and took upon them,

ordained what they had already taken upon themselves through coercion at Sinai.
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Shabbat 88a:7

Rabbi Simai taught: When Israel accorded precedence to the declaration “We will do”
over the declaration “We will hear,” 600,000 ministering angels came and tied two
crowns to each and every member of the Jewish people, one corresponding to “We
will do” and one corresponding to “We will hear.” And when the people sinned with
the Golden Calf, 1,200,000 angels of destruction descended and removed them from
the people, as it is stated in the wake of the sin of the Golden Calf: “And the children of
Israel stripped themselves of their ornaments from Mount Horeb onward” (Exodus
33:6). Rabbi Hama, son of Rabbi Hanina, said: At Horeb they put on their ornaments,
and at Horeb they removed them. The source for this is: At Horeb they put them on, as
we have said; at Horeb they removed them, as it is written: “And the children of Israel
stripped themselves of their ornaments from Mount Horeb.” Rabbi Yohanan said: And
Moses merited all of these crowns and took them. What is the source for this? Because
juxtaposed to this verse, it is stated: “And Moses would take the tent [ohel]” (Exodus
33:7). The word obel is interpreted homiletically as an allusion to an aura or illumination
[hila]. Reish Lakish said: In the future, the Holy One, Blessed be He, will return them
to us, as it is stated: “And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come with
singing unto Zion, and everlasting joy shall be upon their heads” (Isaiah 35:10). The

joy that they once had will once again be upon their heads.
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Tosafot on Shabbat 88a:5:1
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"Held the mountain over them like a barrel" - Even though they had already said “We will
do and we will listen”, perhaps they retracted when they saw the great fire [on the

mountain] that caused their souls to depart [...]
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Midrash Tanchuma, Noach 3:4

(4) The Israelites did not accept the Torah until the Holy One, blessed be He, arched the
mountain over them like a vessel, as it is said: And they stood beneath the mountain (Exod.
19:17). R. Dimi the son of Hama stated that the Holy One, blessed be He, told Israel: If
you accept the Torah, well and good; but if not, your grave will be there. If you should say
that He arched the mountain over them because of the Written Law, isn’t it true that as
soon as He said to them, “Will you accept the Torah?” they all responded, “We will do and
hear,” because the Written Law was brief and required no striving and suffering, but rather
He threatened them because of the Oral Law. After all, it contains the detailed
explanations of the commandments, both simple and difficult, and it is as severe as death,
and as jealous as Sheol. One does not study the Oral Law unless he loves the Holy One,
blessed be He, with all his heart, with all his soul, and with all his might, as it is said: And
thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy soul, and with all thy might
(Deut. 6:5).
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Exodus 20:1
(1) God spoke all these words, saying:
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Rashi on Exodus 20:1:3
(3) R lit.,, TO SAY — This expression teaches us that they answered to that which

required the reply “Yea” (*21X) by “Yea” and to that which required the reply “Nay” (X%
) by “Nay” (Mekhilta d'Rabbi Yishmael 20:1:1).
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Mekhilta d'Rabbi Yishmael 20:1:2
(2) "saying": They responded to an affirmative (i.e., "You shall, etc.") in the affirmative
("Yes") and to a negative, in the negative. R. Akiva says: to an affirmative in the

affirmative, and to a negative in the affirmative.
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Eight Chapters 6:2

(2) Solomon, also, entertained the same idea when he said, (Proverbs 21:10) "The soul of
the wicked desireth evil", and, in regard to the saintly man's rejoicing in doing good, and
the discontent experienced by him, who is not innately righteous, when required to act
justly, he says, (Proverbs 21:15) "It is bliss to the righteous to do justice, but torment to
the evil-doer". This is manifestly an agreement between Scripture and philosophy. When,
however, we consult the Rabbis on this subject, it would seem that they consider him who
desires iniquity, and craves for it (but does not do it), more praiseworthy and perfect than
the one who feels no torment at refraining from evil; and they even go so far as to
maintain that the more praiseworthy and perfect a man is, the greater is his desire to
commit iniquity, and the more irritation does he feel at having to desist from it. This they
express by saying, (Sukkah 52a) "Whosoever is greater than his neighbor has likewise
greater evil inclinations". Again, as if this were not sufficient, they even go so far as to say
that the reward of him who overcomes his evil inclination is commensurate with the
torture occasioned by his resistance, which thought they express by the words, (Pirkei Avot
5:23) "According to the labor is the reward". Furthermore, they command that man
should conquer his desires, but they forbid one to say, "I, by my nature, do not desire to
commit such and such a transgression, even though the Law does not forbid it". Rabbi
Simeon ben Gamaliel summed up this thought in the words, "Man should not say, 'I do
not want to eat meat together with milk; I do not want to wear clothes made of a mixture
of wool and linen; I do not want to enter into an incestuous marriage', but he should say,

'l do indeed want to, yet I must not, for my father in Heaven has forbidden it"".

3 QP INNY
PRI, DR T DM 37 7awnAT NYAN2 DRRAN I WD 121117 8 ()
DYR 17 WK MYIIW RIM L5027 M0 PR L NRR 2w PaR Lo Pavn

MR WA INY QTOR MIRDY RPW AW AR WK 17 YD 20010101

12 Yo DYR D'N0MBONT DIV 0,10 17X DR WA 2R MRNW
Y7 XYW AR P, ARNIRY,L 20,090,200 M2DwD My jOw TR
TWR MENAT QM ,IPRA XX ,ART AR DA 0 2w v i 0
NP aMR RPN LAY P 2MKRD 12001 XY XPALYRY 2°727 2°A00 402 AR

https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/240556.1 ?lang=bi

5/8


https://www.sefaria.org/Eight%20Chapters%206:2
https://www.sefaria.org/Eight%20Chapters%206:3

6/16/2020 Was Torah Accepted Willingly

WX WHIAW OO PRI NIV MYAT 272727 29N 190 IR DNINRT 1000
N27% MKXNN XY 7WAT WYY ,IN00 ROOW PYR pRNwM 2nn 927> M0on
(@HY) MARY 27277 DaR 001 V1A WUEN KD K MY 19R?
MNNT an,2173 A0 1M WR N 0R 1Y WD 2°hon

AR 77 °1921,990 MY PR N0 ROADKRY NAR AN ,NPYawn
,ITINT RPR O YN 19 X2 8D OMR NAMIR WL TOW QTRA PIRY
WHR PR OTR MR IR 1R RY oW 2wnn 0821 07Y annan N
AR AWYR 21 WHR RDPR ,2107 SWHR R L,21AY WHR OR ,wWHIT DR MY
nwrat L,abna awa,ao o»ynw 2727 1R Dar,(%Y M Dnwaw
P AR SMPR QW ORIP WR 37 072 REPI MEAT IR L,NPW Tauvw
AP PR Ay Pwn owa MR 272 70 e 0 PR 0 nppnv
NPYIW DMINRT MR IR WK 1) ARNWAT YWY ,AMIR 799 D LY
MR WIARY IR 907 IRANT TIM LRI IR 72 DD MED IR

MY WA QPOR PRINWAT I WD Y 2TRR pRnw XYW R T mYavn
DNWD DMRAT W TRV RO WITR IN LD P T ann PR a0
P9I T DIND RDWI N2 NNIRAY 7 AR DY aMn

Eight Chapters 6:3

(3) At first blush, by a superficial comparison of the sayings of the philosophers and the
Rabbis, one might be inclined to say that they contradict one another. Such, however, is
not the case. Both are correct and, moreover, are not in disagree- ment in the least, as the
evils which the philosophers term such and of which they say that he who has no longing
for them is more to be praised than he who desires them but conquers his passion are
things which all people commonly agree are evils, such as the shedding of blood, theft,
robbery, fraud, injury to one who has done no harm, ingratitude, contempt for parents,
and the like. The prescriptions against these are called commandments (mitzvoth), about
which the Rabbis said, (Yoma 67b) "If they had not already been written in the Law, it
would be proper to add them". Some of our later sages, who were infected with the

unsound principles of the Mutakallimun, called these rational laws. There is no doubt that
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a soul which has the desire for, and lusts after, the above-mentioned misdeeds, is imperfect,
that a noble soul has absolutely no desire for any such crimes, and experiences no struggle
in refraining from them. When, however, the Rabbis maintain that he who overcomes his
desire has more merit and a greater reward (than he who has no temptation), they say so
only in reference to laws that are ceremonial prohibitions. This is quite true, since, were it
not for the Law, they would not at all be considered transgressions. Therefore, the Rabbis
say that man should permit his soul to entertain the natural inclination for these things,
but that the Law alone should restrain him from them. Ponder over the wisdom of these
men of blessed memory manifest in the examples they adduce. They do not declare, "Man
should not say, 'T have no desire to kill, to steal and to lie, but I have a desire for these
things, yet what can I do, since my Father in heaven forbids it!"" The instances they cite are
all from the ceremonial law, such as partaking of meat and milk together, wearing clothes
made of wool and linen, and entering into consanguinuous marriages. These, and similar
enactments are what God called (Leviticus 18:4) "my statutes” (hukoth), which, as the
Rabbis say are (Yoma 67b) "statutes which I (God) have enacted for thee, which thou hast
no right to subject to criticism, which the nations of the world attack and which Satan
denounces, as for instance, the statutes concerning the red heifer, the scapegoat, and so
forth". Those transgressions, however, which the later sages called rational laws are termed
commandments (mitzvoth), as the Rabbis explained. It is now evident from all that we
have said, what the transgressions are for which, if a man have no desire at all, he is on a
higher plane than he who has a longing, but controls his passion for them; and it is also
evident what the transgressions are of which the opposite is true. It is an astonishing fact
that these two classes of expressions should be shown to be compatible with one another,
but their content points to the truth of our explanation. This ends the discussion of the

subject-matter of this chapter.

7"2:2"2 MW
PIY RDTRY AYiD 7 manXY 15y Wirng Y ng AR | 927N (1)

fal

Exodus 22:24

https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/240556.1 ?lang=bi

7/8


https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus%2022:24
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus%2022:24

6/16/2020

Was Torah Accepted Willingly

(24) If you lend money to My people, to the poor among you, do not act toward them as a

creditor; exact no interest from them.
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Rashi on Exodus 22:24:1

(1) >ny PR Mbn a0 ax IF THOU LEND MONEY TO ANY OF MY PEOPLE — R.
Jishmael said: wherever oX occurs in Scripture it is used of an act the performance of which
is optional, except in three instances, of which this is one (Mekhilta d'Rabbi Yishmael
22:24:1; cf. Rashi on Exodus 20:22 - the translation therefore is: “When thou lendett

etc.”).
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Exodus 19:16-18

(16) On the third day, as morning dawned, there was thunder, and lightning, and a dense
cloud upon the mountain, and a very loud blast of the horn; and all the people who were
in the camp trembled. (17) Moses led the people out of the camp toward God, and they
took their places at the foot of the mountain. (18) Now Mount Sinai was all in smoke, for
the LORD had come down upon it in fire; the smoke rose like the smoke of a kiln, and

the whole mountain trembled violently.
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