Running a Jewish state: dilemmas and challenges
Aviad Tabory
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3. Rav Shlomo Zalman Oyrerbach

Since it is impossible to generate electricity for the benefit of ill individuals unless he
adds fuel for non-Pikuach Nefesh needs as well, it is analogous to when one
slaughters for a very sick person where everyone is permitted to eat the meat.

It seems reasonable to say that it does not matter if the power plant worker intended
to produce electricity for ill people, or for the needs of everyone in the country since it
is impossible to produce electricity for only one individual without producing the
others.

4. Rav Shlom Goren, Torat ha-Refu'a, p. 80

The position of the Noda Biyehuda and the Chatam Soferis correct and applicable
from a halakhic perspective, but only when we are talking about Jewish doctors in
the Diaspora, who bear no responsibility for the health of the people in the country.
They are only bound by the mitzvah and the duty to treat patients who turn to them,
but are not responsible for planning short-term or long-term medical services.
Regarding them, the basic outlook of the great authorities mentioned above is
correct, that in the absence of a sick person standing before them, they may not use
the criteria of piku'ach nefesh in order to worry about sick people in the future, who
may never appear before these doctors, and if they appear, this insubstantial
possibility does not constitute a basis to permit Torah prohibitions for doctors, who
are not responsible for medical services in the future.

However, when we are dealing with an independent Jewish state, where the
government of Israel is responsible to design a medical system in the country for all



its citizens, this national responsibility does not express itself in the daily individual
planning of medical services in Israel, but rather in overall long-term responsibility.
Surely it is clear that every year a significant number of patients requiring a
transplant will be admitted to the country's hospitals. If we do not worry from the
outset about organ donations, we will not be able to satisfy the many requests that
will arise

5. Chief Rabbi Uziel

“This day you became a people to the Lord your God", because on this day we were
released from the enslavement of a foreign kingdom in the Land of Israel that wanted to stifle
us to death.

This daring declaration has made the Jewish people into an independent nation it has given
courage to the soldiers of Israel and it has opened up the gates of the land of Israel to all
Jews who are scattered around the world. This declaration has also restored the Jewish
people as a nation amongst the nations of the world. "THIS is the day that God has made,
let us celebrate and rejoice in it"
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