170" NPIRI 12TV WU RN aan DN _ ] ] r 4
The Ludwig and Erica Jesselson Institute for Advanced Torah Studies 1IN |

nI2nID1 AN
The evolving Role of the Rabbinate through the Generations

Tova Ganzel
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R. Abbahu declared that R. Huna said in the name of Rab: What the meaning of: “For many are those
she has struck dead, and numerous are her victims? For many are those she has struck dead - refers
to a disciple who has not attained the qualification to give rulings and does so. “and numerous are her

victims” this refers to a disciple who has attained the qualification to teach and does not.
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When there is a Beit Din of three people, even though they are not stringent about these things, they
must have these seven characteristics: wisdom, humility, fear of G-d, detesting wealth, love of truth,

love for their fellow man, have a good reputation, and all of these are explicit in the Torah.
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It is not a new teaching, rather a previous one, if a Talmid was asked who is the person who issued
the Halakha he can say what he thinks because he is not giving a ruling over someone who preceded
him. It is not a new teaching, unless it is new to the one posing the question, but if it is a ruling that
most people know as if a vessel retains flavor or if something is 2w w32 %v3, then it is permitted.
Someone wrote that all that is written in the books of the Geonim, can be ruled as his rabbi but not as

he feels and he should not go according to what he sees.
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My rabbis and teachers have always taught me that every ruling that a person sees explicitly in the
books of the Geonim. We can understand from the words of the author that they may also have a

new insight.

(X2 7wn "7 TR ovoR A o P r"aT a"w LS

TRY VAW 0D DY 22T 1AW AT ROR 77T IR KPW 1210 RITW 27w 1270 207 WIRWAY T2 0210 PIRW 1 9aR
77721 02190 7131 MPI0D M2 7R3 W1 1290 RITRT 228,000 RAW WAon? XX 73w ' 7V 120 DyT 99 70 07X
21NOW 732 ¥ TAYL 9127 70w ' NINDA 129OK 0°71907 TINA MY POW D197 ARNAY 07 AR 7' 2ONIRAD MORY
129 °»°2 DR M7 2127 DUNIRAT 27907 1902 WITPHA IR QTRW POD 9OV ,7AI2 20D [wa] A17N 07002

2"V WARY 91277 RNPMY RND°A A7 XY PRPRI DY IR0 K91 1297 127 7917 K2 P ,003 70 1990K)

My opinion is that the rabbi omitted the division of the years because he is of the opinion that this
was not said, rather this was when they learned according to the popular law that a person cannot
overrule their rabbi, but what if they made a mistake? But now there are already Halakhot and books
written by the Geonim Z"L and a person that reached the level where they can teach from the books,
even if they are younger than 40 years old, because he can quote from the books, because they were
edited, every halakha that a person sees explicitly mentioned in the books of the Geonim, a student

can quote while his rabbi is alive, as long as it's not his own opinion and plagiarizes it word for word.
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The prerequisite to choosing a person to be a rabbi of a congregation is that he be learned in Torah,
knows the world of Talmud and sharp enough to know how to speak , carefully choosing his words,
he must know how to base his rulings on the Halakhic tradition as he shows his sharp mind. This is
the type of person who can be a rabbi in his congregation and in general. He cannot base his Halakhic

rulings on his diploma and must constantly prove that his rulings have basis in the Halakhic tradition.
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A person asked to be a rabbi of a small Kehilla, must have but one main feature, he must have deep
Torah knowledge and continuously study Torah. A person who is contending to be a rabbi of a large
congregation, must be very sharp and able to write chidushim, someone who has already taught Torah

to the masses.
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A Rabbi does not have to be a father figure or like a shepherd, he can also be a friend. This is the
reason that the Jews in America are on a first name basis with their rabbis- to make the relationship
closer, more accessible. In Israel, this is not a phenomenon, no one would dream of calling their rabbi
by his first name. Neither would the rabbis agree to be referred to by their first name. However, this
practice should not be frowned upon- it can be a positive thing. There is a dichotomy between trying
to be friends with everyone in the congregation and having the authority of a rabbi. The problem that

faces people in position of authority in modern times is to try to be a leader but not a dictator. How
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to be a teacher without imposing your opinions upon everyone. This is a very difficult balance to

achieve.
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Who and what is the definition of a rabbi? There is a new trend to make this job accessible by having
only one prerequisite- to be tested on the laws of Issur and Heter. This is a travesty, as it will diminish
the spiritual guidance aspect. This will also diminish the position of the Rabbinate. In addition, there
will be too many rabbis and the public will no longer be influenced by them. The honor of the
rabbinate is dependent on the select few who know how to lead their flock. I will state this explicitly:
An individual who is not proficient in the entire Torah and the Shulchan Aruch, at minimum, cannot

lead the community.

372 "my ,n"awn 0027w 71290 19902 PI29P0 (102, "P12°pa 29 neah" AR antw 295 .10

SIRYLYTY PR IR PR 0D ,NI097 PO SIR.L.INIANL DDWRNA D227 7270 Nadon TR DY IR OhY IND
990 TINA NTI2 PODI A T727 NRPI0N NINCXD 1I7AY ST 2L W DAR .MDYT P00 0d17 T°NPN P ORYN
NI 7978 W ATIAYY WARY TR PR.AP0DT N0 TEA 12 02277 19N TXA P2 ,0°00 Y770 91 IR 0PI

.27 7°01 127

I would like to reiterate a certain point which many have a difficult time understanding. I am not a
posek, as I am not worthy. Only a Talmid Chacham can be a posek. However, sometimes [ am able
to approach a certain issue and know what was the previous ruling on it from the Poskim and Talmidei
Chachamim — either from the context of the issue or from the way the ruling was presented. This of

course requires a lot of wisdom coupled with many years of experience.
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