Tisha BAv 5777 Rabbi Zev Spitz- BAYT

Tisha B’Av as a Moed
4 Approaches to Finding Light in the Darkness
(Based on a shiur of Rabbi Gad Eldad)
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The Lord has trampled all my mighty men in my midst, He proclaimed a set time/festival to crush my
young men; the Lord has trodden as in a wine press the maiden daughter of Judah.
Approach #1 — Looking Forward
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Thus says the Lord of hosts: The fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the
seventh, and the fact of the tenth, shall become times of joy and gladness, and cheerful feasts to the
house of Yehuda; therefore, love the truth and peace.
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Rav Schwab #5a
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Approach #2 — It's All Relative
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Avimi, son of Rabbi Abbahu, taught: There is a type of son who feeds his father pheasant birds [pasyonei]
and yet this behavior causes him to be removed from the World, i.e., the World-to-Come; and there is
one who makes his father grind with a millstone, which is difficult work, and this action brings him to the
life of the World-to-Come. Rabbi Abbahu said: One such as Avimi, my son, properly fulfilled the mitzva
of honoring his parents.
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The Gemara relates: Avimi had five sons during his father’s lifetime who were ordained to issue halakhic
rulings, and he too was ordained. And yet when Rabbi Abbahu, his father, came and called at the gate
to enter, Avimi would himself run and go to open the door for him. And before he arrived there, he would
already say: Yes, yes, so that his father would not think that he was being ignored. One day Rabbi
Abbahu said to Avimi his son: Give me water to drink. Before he brought him the water, Rabbi Abbahu
dozed off. Avimi bent over and stood over him until his father awoke. The performance of this mitzva
aided him, i.e., as a reward God helped him in his studies, and while he was waiting, Avimi succeeded
in homiletically interpreting the psalm: “A song to Asaph”

A TRy XY 971 1'enTp noon Y"'wa #7
n"™ w1 125 0P 12 2N AN X5 0D'ONN 1902 TNX INM 21TNA AN 1M9% N 1Tya
MNXY D WO 72 WA QOX2 1772 11 NYNI1A DM 1K DND-X OXD Nm w11 112% N Xpny
SN NUYWD NN D NN INNAY DNAX DEYA NN A"apn A% Yy N qOX

(T NDX) ¥ X DY INNN DX NN TNIX XN 101 T DX RN 1N XD D XOoNORYy

It should have stated: "A lamentation of Asaph”. Asaph recited a song because HKBH, Blessed is He,
exhausted His anger on the wood and stones of His house, thus leaving a remnant in Israel.
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A song of Asaph. O God! Nations have come into Your heritage, they have defiled Your Holy Temple,

they have made Jerusalem into heaps.

T P15 NN #9
NTID DN 1A WX NYN 19X 1NN 19¥ iNRn DX pip N9 (X

The Lord has spent His fury, He has poured out His fierce anger, and He has kindled a fire in Zion, which
has consumed her foundations.
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Rav Shimshon Dovid Pincus #11
Why did Avimi expound on this particular verse at this precise time?

Rav Pincus explained that standing over his father, refusing to just place the cup on the table, Avimi
realized how much love existed between father and son. He used this as a tool to understand the
relationship between our Father in Heaven and B'nei Yisrael. Because of this great love, Avimi realized
that clearly the destruction of the Mikdash was not an act of Divine punishment intending to banish the
Jewish people forever. A father always loves his child. The destruction must be interpreted as a
necessary separation to preserve, rather than destroy, the Jewish people.

Rav Pincus further explained that this love being implicit even at the very moment of churban is
demonstrated by Klal Yisrael lifting some of the customary restrictions of mourning after noon. Then we
may sit on regular seats and the paroches is returned. Women then have a custom to sweep the house
and start preparing the post Tisha B'Av meal. The Beis HaMikdash was set aflame toward evening of the
ninth of Av (Ta'anis 29a). At that very moment, we begin to lift some of the restrictions of mourning
since this very destruction also demonstrated Divine love.
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Approach #3 — The Significance of the Void
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A man was ploughing, when one of his oxen lowed. An Arab passed by and asked: "What are you?" He
answered: "I am a Jew." He said to him: "Unharness your ox and untie your plough" [as a mark of
mourning.] "Why?" "Because the Temple of the Jews is destroyed." He inquired: "From where do you
know this?" He answered: "I know it from the lowing of your ox." While he was conversing with him, the
ox lowed again. The Arab said to him: "Harness your ox and tie up your plough, because the deliverer
of the Jews is born".

12 PID YXIKN NN 190 #13
"D N5YNY 1171X 12D D .N'NN TOIY X MY DY921 2NN AKX ,NIXY DYD NYA WX 1290

X5 "N 2N DT D NNL.L.ANRN X X IX NN 20N WAL AAMAY NAD X0 N'an ja7n
TYNN XD PM 0P NN XY An ND DYya pr iR NN 20N WR0L.H9YD 05V nwn Y
MDD X Nao XY

Therefore, when the ox lowed the first time, [the Arab] said [the Temple] is destroyed, and the second
time he said that the Messiah was born. For we have previously said that the destruction of the Temple
is the reason for the Messiah's existence... And so when the Temple was destroyed, then it was fitting
for the Messiah to come. This is because prior to the destruction of the Temple, the Messiah had no
place in the world whatsoever... But when the Temple was destroyed, then there was a potential that
had not existed previously. There was a void that is the cause of [his] existence.

N 12T D .20 592 At X1, NN Y RO N WONR NN 10 Q10,210 30 TN
T2 DD 1R NXMA X¥N1 NND MY NP ,NRMAN NONNA XYNY IRN NN XD 1ND 29D 11K
TYN X¥N1 NN ,0IRND NIXMA DTN 1001 .00 Nt DTN X pMpa 1Ovn i 0Mp Nbyna
XMIAN D'O/ND XN X121 TX N2 NIX'SAN 1TYN XD Y TY 17121 10N YIXN NN/ XM
1"OVny pa PRI XSSP ,)NNRN N"AN XN ,N1HYNA NAMTAN NN "X 1K 1N8Ya 1)

.D'NTIPN D*NAN I IXSN) 7D O, pTMpa

Just as there was no light at the beginning of Creation, and it was necessary that a world first exist at
not so high a level, and then "it went up in sanctity" to a higher level. This is what happened when the
light was created, for there was a void in creation, the world being empty and without form, to the point
that the world was entirely void. Then light was created to complete creation. Similarly, it is not fitting
that the highest level, i.e., the final Temple, exist from the beginning. Rather, we go up in sanctity, and
therefore the two previous Temples had to exist...
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Approach #4 — Learning from a Mourner

A TRy T 97 10p TVIn NDON "2 Tinbn #14
72N NN NN L5202 1M 2N 1K DN

A mourner does not practice the halakhot of his mourning on a Festival, as it is stated: “And you shall
rejoice in your Festival” (Deuteronomy 16:14).
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Rabbi Abba bar Zavda said that Rav said: A mourner is obligated in the mitzva of sukka. The Gemara
asks: That is obvious; why would he be exempt? The Gemara answers: Lest you say that since Rabbi
Abba bar Zavda said that Rav said that one who is suffering due to his presence in the sukka is exempt
from the mitzva of sukka, one could have said that this mourner too is one who is suffering and should
be exempt as well. Therefore, he teaches us that the mourner is obligated in the mitzva of sukka. These
cases are not similar, since this exemption from sukka applies only with regard to suffering that is caused
by the sukka itself, e.g., when one is cold or hot or the roofing has a foul odor. However, here, in the
case of a mourner, where he is causing himself to suffer unrelated to his presence in the sukka, he is
required to settle himself and fulfill the mitzva.
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The Sages taught in a baraita (Tosefta, Sota 15:11): When the Temple was destroyed a second time,
there was an increase in the number of ascetics among the Jews, whose practice was to not eat meat
and to not drink wine. Rabbi Yehoshua joined them to discuss their practice. He said to them: My children,
for what reason do you not eat meat and do you not drink wine? They said to him: Shall we eat meat,
from which offerings are sacrificed upon the altar, and now the altar has ceased to exist? Shall we drink
wine, which is poured as a libation upon the altar, and now the altar has ceased to exist?
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Rabbi Yehoshua said to them: If so, we will not eat bread either, since the meal-offerings that were
offered upon the altar have ceased. They replied: You are correct. It is possible to subsist with produce.
He said to them: We will not eat produce either, since the bringing of the first fruits have ceased. They
replied: You are correct. We will no longer eat the produce of the seven species from which the first
fruits were brought, as it is possible to subsist with other produce. He said to them: If so, we will not
drink water, since the water libation has ceased. They were silent, as they realized that they could not
survive without water.
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Rabbi Yehoshua said to them: My children, come, and I will tell you how we should act. To not mourn
at all is impossible, as the decree was already issued and the Temple has been destroyed. But to mourn
excessively as you are doing is also impossible, as the Sages do not issue a decree upon the public unless
a majority of the public is able to abide by it.
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Rabbi Yehoshua continues: Rather, this is what the Sages said: A person may plaster his house with
plaster, but he must leave over a small amount in it without plaster to remember the destruction of the
Temple. The Gemara interjects: And how much is a small amount? Rav Yosef said: One cubit by one
cubit. Rav Hisda said: This should be opposite the entrance, so that it is visible to all.
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Rabbi Yehoshua continues: The Sages said that a person may prepare all that he needs for a meal, but
he must leave out a small item to remember the destruction of the Temple. The Gemara interjects: What
is this small item? Rav Pappa said: Something akin to small, fried fish.
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Rabbi Yehoshua continues: The Sages said that a woman may engage in all of her cosmetic treatments,
but she must leave out a small matter to remember the destruction of the Temple. The Gemara interjects:
What is this small matter? Rav said: She does not remove hair from the place on the temple from which
women would remove hair. The source for these practices is a verse, as it is stated: “If I forget you,
Jerusalem, let my right hand forget its cunning. Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, if I
remember you not; if I set not Jerusalem above my highest joy” (Psalms 137:5-6).
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The Gemara asks: What is the meaning of: Above my highest [rosh] joy? Rav Yitzhak says: This is
referring to the burnt ashes that are customarily placed on the head [rosh] of bridegrooms at the time
of their wedding celebrations, to remember the destruction of the Temple. Rav Pappa said to Abaye:
Where are they placed? Abaye replied: On the place where phylacteries are placed
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The baraita continues: And anyone who mourns for the destruction of Jerusalem will merit and see its

joy, as it is stated: “Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all that love her; rejoice for joy with
her, all that mourn for her” (Isaiah 66:10).
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Rabbi Gad Eldad #17

In general, a mourning period comes to an end, and the deceased "is forgotten from the heart." When
mourning is cancelled on account of a mo'ed, this does not happen. The mourning period is not completed
later, but it also does not continue. It is cut short because of the necessity to relate to other
aspects of one's life.

The idea of Tish'a Be-Av being a mo'ed may be based on a similar principle. Just as the mourning rites
for a deceased relative are cut short on account of a mo'ed, so too the laws of mourning the destruction
of the Temple are cut short at the end of Tish'a Be-Av. The mourning of the destruction of the Temple
is not completed and forgotten; it is cut short. The Jewish people cannot make peace with the destruction,
but nevertheless life must go on.




