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Figure 1. Drawing of “Izbet Sartah Ostracon (by William H. Shea)

II.  Public Reading
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IV.  Introductory Notes
1. Note issues of acrostic order (Midrash quoted above) - suggestions of alternate
abecedarian system
2. Note consistency of structure along with imbalance of ginnah metre.
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How she sits alone! The city that was once filled with people has become like a widow. Great among
the nations, a princess among the provinces, she has become a vassal. She weeps profusely at night,
her tears on her cheek. She has none to comfort her among all her lovers. All her friends have betrayed
her, have become her enemies .Yehuda was exiled from affliction and great servitude. She dwelled
among the nations, did not find repose. All those that pursued her overtook her between the straits.
The ways to Zion are mournful without festival pilgrims. All her gates are desolate. Her priests sigh;
her virgins grieve, and she, it is bitter for her. Her foes have become the head. Her enemies are at ease.
For Hashem has caused her grief because of her many crimes. Her children were taken captive before
the foe. All her splendor has gone forth from Daughter Zion. Her princes are like deer who have not
found pasture; they go without strength before the pursuer. Yerushalayim remembered, in the days
of her affliction and distress, all her treasures that were from days of old. When the nation fell into the
hands of its foe, and there was none to help her, her foes saw her and laughed at her annihilation.
Yerushalayim has committed a sin; therefore she has become an object of scorn. All those who
honored her belittle her, for they have seen her nakedness. She, too, has sighed and turned back. Her
impurity is in her skirts; she did not consider her end. She fell astonishingly; there is none to comfort
her. See, Hashem, my affliction, for the enemy has become great! The enemy spread his hand on all
her treasures. For she has seen nations enter her sanctuary, those whom You commanded should not
come into Your assembly! All her people sigh, seeking bread. They give their treasures for food, to
revive the soul. See Hashem, look at me, for I have become worthless! May this not come upon you,
all passersby! Look and see if there is a pain like my pain, like that was done to me, that Hashem made
me grieve on the day of His burning anger. From on high He sent fire into my bones, and it has
adhered to them. He spread a net for my feet. He turned me back, made me desolate, faint all day. The
yoke of my crimes is bound by His hand. They are woven together, coming up my neck, causing my
strength to fail. Adonai has given me into the hands of those against whom I cannot stand! Adonai
has cast out all my mighty men in my midst. He has called an assembly against me to break my young
men. As in a wine press, Adonai has trodden the virgin daughter of Yehuda. For these I weep. My
eye, my eye runs down with water; for a comforter is far from me, one to revive my soul. My children
are desolate, for the enemy has prevailed. Zion spreads forth her hands; there is none to comfort her.
Hashem has commanded regarding Yaakov that those surrounding him shall be his foes.
Yerushalayim has become as one impure among them .Righteous is Hashem, for I have rebelled
against His mouth. Listen, now, all the peoples, and see my pain. My virgins and my young men have
gone into captivity. I have called to those that love me; they have tricked me. My priests and my elders
perished in the city as they sought food for themselves to revive their souls. See Hashem, for I am in
distress! My stomach churns; my heart turns over within me, for I have been very rebellious. Outside
the sword bereaves; inside — as death. They heard that I am sighing; there is none to comfort me. All
my enemies have heard my troubles; they rejoice that You have done it. Bring the day You have
proclaimed, that they may be like me! May their wickedness come before You and do to them as You
did to me for all my crimes, for my sighs are many and my heart is faint!
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The Observer describes the city, once majestic, as desolate, derided by her enemies and bereft of her
children. At the turn of the chapter, the city then begins to bemoan her fate, mirroring those
descriptions of the first half. Note how smoothly the entire chapter works in chiasmus when presented

in abecedarian order.
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The City presents her own dirge, imploring the passersby to see how God has exacted judgment from her
for the many trespasses of her children. She concludes her plaint with a plea that God exact vengeance
from her enemies (note the association between v. 22 and Ps. 137:9). The "personal" becomes "objective"
through the description of the "Observer". In this schema, the chiasmus (presented on p. 2) is maintained,
since the "new" first verse associates with the "new" last verse etc.
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