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"Yom HaAtzma'ut- What are We Really Celebrating?
7 Perspectives on the Religious View of a
Non-Religious State of Israel
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1. Rambam, Chanukah, 3, 1

In the period of the second Temple, the kings of Greece issued decrees against the Jews,
invalidated their religion, and did not allow them to observe Torah and mitzvot. They
confiscated their money and their daughters, and they broke into the sanctuary and
defiled the pure. And the Jews suffered greatly, and they were very intensely pressured.
Until the G-d of their fathers had mercy on them and rescued them from their hands and
saved them, and the sons of Chashmonai the high priests, rose up and killed them (the
Greeks) and saved the Jews from their hands, and they appointed a king from the priests,
and Jewish sovereignty returned for more than 200 years until the destruction of the
second Temple.
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2. Satmar Rebbe: And even if all of the government ministers were righteous like the
Tannaim and Ammoraim, nevertheless if they take sovereignty and independence on their
own before its time, it is “pushing the time” which is heresy against the Torah and faith.
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3. But in the Second Beit HaMikdash, where everything was incomplete, as is common
knowledge, and the kings did not follow the proper traditions...
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4. Rambam, Sefer Hamitzvot, neg.362- “You shall not take a foreigner (as king)”...
David inherited the kingdom, as did his descendants forever, there is no king for anyone
who believes in the Torah of Moshe the master of all prophets, but from the sons of
Shlomo alone, and anyone who is not from this honorable family is considered “a
foreigner” regarding the kingship, just as any other family not from Aharon is considered
“a foreigner” regarding the service (in the Mikdash), and this is clear without any doubts.
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4. Ramban, Breishit, 49, 10- In my opinion the kings who ruled over Israel from the
other tribes after David, transgressed the words of Ya’akov and “stole” the inheritance
(from Yehuda)... when they appointed dynasties from other tribes... and this is why the
Maccabees were punished, for ruling during the second Mikdash, for they were really
righteous... and nevertheless the 4 sons (of Matityahu) who ruled successively... were
killed by the enemy... Therefore, even though Israel can appoint a king from the other
tribes when necessary, you can’t anoint them, so they shouldn’t have the glory of kings,
but should be like judges and rulers.
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5. Book of Maccabees- “After Yehuda your brother died... we have chosen you to be our
minister and head... And Yonatan judged the nation... And they shall not listen to any
other leadership... You (Shimon) are our president... and he was the ruler in the land...

N0-10 /Ny , 031090 MIN .6

NYION APTPTI AN TPNNNINY PYYNI NIV AN )0 NNX,ORIYIND MPTH ONY PN IDON
.10 DTN NMND OMND) T2 DD DPN PYYNY NNIND NXXD 7T NI IONY ,NINND 12 MNND
IMNND NRYY 2N NINY , NN NN NNX DY, 00 TMYN DRIY -DMNN )1 DIPNN MdN OX DN
210 DIPNY NSO DIPN

6. Letters of the Rambam, p. 64- 65

Even if there were to be two Jewish states, and one of them has better deeds and is more
precise in their performance of mitzvot than the other - a G-d fearing person is obliged to
leave that whose actions are worse and move to the superior state... This is true even
when there are two Jewish states. But, if the place is amongst non-Jews, how much more
so that a Jew who lives there is obligated to leave and go to a good place.
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7. Letter of R. Chasdai ibn Shiprut, p. 3

For if I knew that it is correct (that there is a Kuzarian Jewish State), I would be revolted
with my honor and abandon my high post... and hasten over the mountains, oceans, and
dry land, until I arrive to your kingdom".
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8. Ramban, Sefer HaMitzvot, no. 4

We are commanded to inherit the Land that G-d gave to our forefathers, to Avraham,
Yitzchak and Ya’acov, and not to leave it in the hands of the other nations or to desolation.
And He said to them: ‘and you should inherit the Land and settle in it, because I have given
you the Land to inherit."... And the Torah details this mitzvah in her exact borders, “From the
mountain of Emori... the Negev, the (Great) Sea...”. This is what our rabbis call
milchemet... chova (an obligatory war) as the war of Yehoshua to conquer (Israel)...
understand, that this mitzvah is to conquer... is a positive mitzva for every generation.
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9. Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 561, 1
One who sees the cities of Judea in their destruction must say: “your holy cites have
become desert(ed)”, and tear his clothes.
10. Mishna Brura, ibid, 2- Even if Jews live there, they are considered to be "in their
destruction", because Arabs rule over them.
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11. Rambam, Tshuva 9, 2- The only difference between the days of Mashiach and this
world, is (our) servitude to other kingdoms [8, 7, the government will return to Israel].
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12. Maharal, G’vurot Hashem, ch. 18
And in the future, the messianic kingdom which will be re-established, will be a new
kingdom, which will come out of the previous kingdom that preceded it. This is because
the holy kingdom of Israel, which has an inherently G-dly level, will grow from within an
unholy kingdom.
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“And you, barn of the flock, fortress of the daughter of Zion, your flock will return to
you, and the first government will arrive, the kingdom of the daughter of Yrushalayim.”
Redemption will come in three stages... symbolized by the transition from a small "barn"
to a majestic "fortress", as follows:

a. In the beginning “daughter of Zion your flock will return to you” - that the exiles
will begin to be gathered. Afterwards:

b. “and the first kingdom will arrive” - a small government will be set up, which
has a small amount of rule and leadership, just as the Jews had in the early days
before they had a king, when they had judges leading them. After that:

c. there will be a “kingdom of the daughter of Yerushalayim” - they will have an
eternal kingdom, that of the house of David, the king of mashiach will rule over this
permanent kingdom
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14. Yechezkel 36, 20- 25
And they came to the nations, and they defiled My Name when they are told: “This is G-
d's nation? And they were exiled from their Land!" But I had pity for My holy Name,
which the house of Israel had profaned among the nations... Therefore say to the house of
Israel: Thus said the L-rd G-d: “I do not do this for your sake, Israel, but for My holy
Name, which you have profaned among the nations. And I will sanctify My great Name,
which has been profaned among the nations, which ye have profaned among them; and
the nations shall know that I am the L-rd, says the Lord G-d, when I shall be sanctified in
you before their eyes. For I will take you from among the nations, and gather you out of
all the countries, and will bring you into your own Land. And I will sprinkle pure water
upon you, and you shall be pure; from all your impurity, and from all your idols, will I
cleanse you. 15. Rashi: They (Israel) humiliated My Honor. How? When their enemies
said about us: their G-d wasn't capable of saving neither His Nation nor His Land!
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16. Shmoneh Esreh- ...and will bring redemption to their descendants, for His Name’s
sake, out of love.
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17. Daniel 9, 19- G-d listen, forgive and heed... for Your sake, .70y 5y 71y

Your Name rests on Your city and Your Nation (Israel). because
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18. Yoel 2- Have mercy on Your Nation and : 12y 5y 900 188D T X3P .0PND-N
don’t give your land to shame and foreign rule. Why should the nations say: “Where is
there G-d?” And He will avenge His Land and have mercy on His Nation.
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19. Kohelet 9, 16- And I said, wisdom is greater than strength, (but) the wisdom of the
weak is scorned, and his words are not heeded.
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20. Rav Kook, Orot, "989wa mN> 1NN 19010", p.104
With the first blooming of this Nation, the Nation that knew to call out the clear and pure
G-dly ideal, even while the world was strongly ruled by paganism, in all of her impure
wildness, the (G-dly) desire was revealed to establish a large people which “will observe
the way of Hashem, dong kindness and justice” (Breishit 18, 19).
This desire, stemming from the clear and strong realization, from the lofty general moral
demand, to free mankind from the yoke of the terrible spiritual and physical troubles,
and bring her a life of freedom, full of glory and paradise, in light of the G-dly ideal, thus,
bringing success to all mankind.
In order to fulfill this desire, this community davka needs to have a social and political
State, a sovereign national throne, at the peak of human culture, “a genius and wise
nation, a great country” (Dvarim 4, 6), run by the law of the objective G-dly ideal, which
enlivens the Nation and the Land of Israel, with her living light.”
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21. Rav Kook, Ikvei HaTzon, p. 138

At that time [=the ingathering of the exiles], Israel will have a true cultural influence on

the world, for an important nation influences, not just regarding details, but with her

entire essence.
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