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Chapter 7 Part 2: Women & Wisdom

And Rava said: Come and see how good a good wife... As it is
written: Whoever finds a wife finds good. If the verse speaks of her,
a wife, this demonstrates how good a good wife is, as the Bible
praises her. If the verse speaks metaphorically of the Torah, it
nevertheless indicates how good a good wife is, as the Torah is
compared to her.
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IN THE BEGINNING GOD CREATED — This verse calls aloud
for explanation in the manner that our Rabbis explained it: God
created the world for the sake of the Torah which is called
(Proverbs 8:22) “The beginning (n°w87) of His (God’s) way”, and
for the sake of Israel who are called (Jeremiah 2:3) “The
beginning (7°wx9) of His (God’s) increase’
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They asked Wisdom, what is the punishment of the sinner? She told
them, evil will pursue sinners.
They asked Prophecy, what is the punishment of the sinner? She
told them, the sinning soul is the one which will die.
They asked the Holy One, praise to Him, what is the punishment of

the sinner? He said to them, let him repent and it will be atoned for
him.
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Another interpretation: AND | FIND <THE WOMAN> MORE
BITTER THAN DEATH. If a person is worthy, (according to Prov.
18:22) THE ONE WHO HAS FOUND A WIFE HAS FOUND
HAPPINESS; but if not, (Eccl. 7:26:) AND | FIND <THE
WOMAN> MORE BITTER THAN DEATH. (Eccl. 7:26:) THE
WOMAN. When she is good, (Prov. 31:10:) WHAT A FIND IS A
GALLANT WIFE! When she is bad, (Eccl. 7:26:) AND | FIND
<THE WOMAN> MORE BITTER THAN DEATH. (Eccl. 7:26,
cont.:) HE WHO IS GOOD BEFORE GOD ESCAPES HER. This
refers to Joseph. (Ibid., cont.:) BUT A SINNER IS TAKEN BY HER.
This refers ot Zimri (of Numb. 25:6-15).
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In the West, i.e., Eretz Yisrael, when a man married a woman they

would say to him as follows: Matza or motze? matza, as it is written:

Whoever finds [matza] a wife finds good. motze, as it is written:

“And 1 find [motze] more bitter than death the woman”
(Ecclesiastes 7:26).
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a woman of valor This is the Torah. who can find Fortunate is he
who merits to find it.
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They asked Wisdom: What should the punishment for the sinner be?
She replied: "Evil pursues sinners" (Prov. 13:21).
They asked Prophecy: What should the punishment for the sinner
be? She replied: "The soul that sins shall die" (Ezekiel 18:4).
They asked Torah: What should the punishment for the sinner be?
She replied: S/he shall bring a Guilt-Offering (Asham) and it will
be atoned.
They asked the Holy One of Blessing: What should the punishment
for the sinner be? God replied: Let the person do teshuvah and it
will be atoned.
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And when this people—or a prophet or a priest—asks you, “What

is the burden of Gob ?” you shall answer them, “What is the
burden? I'will cast you off”—declares Gob.
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you shall say to them, “What burden? And I will forsake you, etc.”
They say to you (sic), “What is the burden?” You are the burden

of the Holy One, blessed be He, and He says that He will forsake
you and cast you off His arms from heaven to earth. So | heard.




