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Elijah’s Ascent. Elisha's Initiation
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2 Kings ch. 2

2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind,
Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2And Elijah said to
Elisha,“Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha
said,”“As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So they
went down to Bethel. 3And the sons of the prophets who were in Bethel
came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the LorD will
take away your master from over you?” And he said, “Yes, | know it; keep
quiet.”

4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to
Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, | will not
leave you.” So they came to Jericho. ®The sons of the prophets who were at
Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today

the LorD will take away your master from over you?” And he answered, “Yes,
| know it; keep quiet.”

5Then Elijah said to him, “Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the
Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, | will not
leave you.” So the two of them went on. ” Fifty men of the sons of the
prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were
standing by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his cloak and rolled it up and struck
the water, and the water was parted to the one side and to the other, till the
two of them could go over on dry ground.

9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what | shall do for you,
before | am taken from you.” And Elisha said, “Please let there be a double
portion of your spirit on me.” * And he said, “You have asked a hard thing;
yet, if you see me as | am being taken from you, it shall be so for you, but if
you do not see me, it shall not be so.” ' And as they still went on and talked,
behold, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them. And
Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 2 And Elisha saw it and he cried,
“My father, my father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw
him no more.

Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. * And he
took up the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him and went back and stood
on the bank of the Jordan. *¥* Then he took the cloak of Elijah that had fallen
from him and struck the water, saying, “Where is the LORD, the God of
Elijah?” And when he had struck the water, the water was parted to the one
side and to the other, and Elisha went over.
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15 Now when the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho saw him opposite
them, they said, “The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.” And they came to meet
him and bowed to the ground before him. ¢ And they said to him, “Behold
now, there are with your servants fifty strong men. Please let them go and
seek your master. It may be that the Spirit of the LORD has caught him up and
cast him upon some mountain or into some valley.” And he said, “You shall
not send.”*” But when they urged him till he was ashamed, he said, “Send.”
They sent therefore fifty men. And for three days they sought him but did not
find him.®® And they came back to him while he was staying at Jericho, and he
said to them, “Did | not say to you, ‘Do not go’?”

19 Now the men of the city said to Elisha, “Behold, the situation of this city is
pleasant, as my lord sees, but the water is bad, and the land is

unfruitful.”?° He said, “Bring me a new bowl, and put salt in it.” So they
brought it to him.22 Then he went to the spring of water and threw salt in it
and said, “Thus says the LORD, | have healed this water; from now on neither
death nor miscarriage shall come from it.” 22So the water has been healed to
this day, according to the word that Elisha spoke.

B He went up from there to Bethel, and while he was going up on the way,
some small boys came out of the city and jeered at him, saying, “Go up, you
baldhead! Go up, you baldhead!” 2* And he turned around, and when he saw
them, he cursed them in the name of the LORD. And two she-bears came out
of the woods and tore forty-two of the boys. 25 From there he went on

to Mount Carmel, and from there he returned to Samaria.

2.1 Kings ch.19

14 He answered, "l am moved by zeal for the Lord, the God of Hosts; for
the Israelites have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and
have put Your prophets to the sword. | alone am left, and they are out to
take my life."

15 The Lord said to him, "Go back by the way you came, [and] on to the

wilderness of Damascus. When you get there, anoint Hazael as king of
Aram. ¢ Also anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king of Israel, and anoint
Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah to succeed you as

prophet. 7 Whoever escapes the sword of Hazael shall be slain by Jehu,
and whoever escapes the sword of Jehu shall be slain by Elisha. 8 1 will
leave in Israel only seven thousand —every knee that has not knelt to
Baal and every mouth that has not kissed him." ¥ He set out from there
and came upon Elisha son of Shaphat as he was plowing. There were
twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah
came over to him and threw his mantle over him. ?° He left the oxen
and ran after Elijah, saying: "Let me kiss my father and mother good-
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by, and | will follow you." And he answered him, "Go back. What have |
done to you?" 2! He turned back from him and took the yoke of oxen
and slaughtered them; he boiled their meat with the gear of the oxen
and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he arose and followed
Elijah and became his attendant.

3. A Double Portion

Radak

It means to say ...I should be bestowed a double portion of that which
you have bestowed upon each of the other prophets. This is the same
word usage as: "He must acknowledge the [status of his] son ...as the
firstborn by giving him a double share [pi shenayim] of all he has."
(Deut 21:17)

4. Deut 21:17
7 Instead, he must accept the first-born, the son of the unloved one,
and allot to him a double portion of all he possesses..

5. R.Yohanan further said in the name of R. Shimon bar Yohai: The
service of the Torah is greater than the study thereof. For it is said:
"Here is Elisha the son of Shafat, who poured water on the hands of
Elijah." (3:11) It is not said, "who learned", but "who poured water".
This teaches that the service of the Torah is greater than the study
thereof."
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6. Exodus 15 — The story of Marah:

Then ... Israel set out from the Red Sea, and they went into the
wilderness of Shur. They went three days in the wilderness and
found no water. 23 When they came to Marah, they could not
drink the water of Marah because it was bitter; therefore it was

“What shall we drink?” 25 And he cried to the LORD, and

water became sweet. And God said ... | am the Lord your Healer

|Paged

named Marah. 24 And the people grumbled against Moses, saying,

the LORD showed him a log, and he threw it into the water, and the
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7. Talmud. Sotah 46b-47a

a.) Go up, thou bald head; go up, thou bald head. What they said to him
was, 'Go up, you who has made this place bald for us'! [Rashi — While the
waters were putrid, we made a living from transporting and selling water.]
b.) Young boys [ne'arim ketanim]: R. Eleazar said: Ne'arim - they were bare
[menu'arim] of precepts; 'little' - they were little of faith...

c.)"And he looked behind him and saw them..." What did he see? — Rab
said: He actually looked upon them, as it has been taught: Rabban Simeon
b. Gamaliel says: Wherever the Sages set their eyes there is either death or
calamity

d.) Samuel said: He saw that their mothers had conceived them on the Day
of Atonement.

e.) R. Isaac Napcha said: He saw that their hair was plaited like the Amorites
[Gentiles].

f.) R. Yohanan said: He saw that there was no sap of the commandments in

, 02 NNY TNNY DT YNVA OTNID IDNTY THN) PN them.
g.)...0ur Rabbis taught: Elisha was afflicted with three illnesses: the first,

because he stirred up the bears against the children ..."
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8. 2 Kings Ch.1:7-8
He said to them, “What kind of man was he who came to meet you and
told you these things?” 8 They answered him, “A hairy man, with a belt

of leather about his waist.” And he said, “It is Elijah the Tishbite.”
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9. Metzudot David
"'Go on up, you baldhead!" Because Elijah, his master had hair, and he
was bald they said in derision and ridicule, 'Go up to the heavens like

your master, Elijah!' as if to say, 'You are not of his pedigree."

10. Hosea 10:8
rip open the casing of their hearts. | will devour them there like a lion,
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Like a bear robbed of her young | attack them, and

The beasts of the field shall mangle them.
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