
Climbing Mount Sinai – From Preparation to Revelation 

The Dibrot – Commandments or Statements 

 Outline for Torah in Motion class # 3/  by Menachem Leibtag – 

I. Review of first two classes  -  

Matan Torah - a ‘gift’ or an ‘obligation’ 

 Proposition and its two sides  - in chapter 19 

ל ג   ה עָלָה, אֶׁ      :הָהָר לֵאמֹר-הָאֱלֹהִים; וַיִקְרָא אֵלָיו יְהוָה, מִן-וּמֹשֶׁ

ֹּאמַר לְבֵית יַעֲקֹּב, וְתַגֵיד לִבְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל    :כֹּה ת

ם עַל ד תְכֶׁ שָא אֶׁ ר עָשִיתִי לְמִצְרָיִם; וָאֶׁ ם, אֲשֶׁ ם רְאִיתֶׁ כַנְפֵי  -אַתֶׁ
ם אֵלָי. תְכֶׁ   נְשָרִים, וָאָבִא אֶׁ

  :וְעַתָה  ה 

 IF         ם,     שָמוֹעַ תִשְמְעוּ בְקֹּלִי, -אִם  — בְרִיתִי-אֶתוּשְמַרְתֶׁ

ם לִי                          ץ -לִי כָל-, כִיהָעַמִים -סְגלָֻה מִכָלוִהְיִיתֶׁ  . הָאָרֶׁ

THEN      ם תִהְיוּ  ו   :מַמְלֶכֶת כֹּהֲנִים, וְגוֹי קָדוֹשלִי -וְאַתֶׁ

 בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל. -אֵלֶה, הַדְבָרִים, אֲשֶר תְדַבֵר, אֶל 

 

What should happen next – 

  Ratification 19:7-8 

 Then HOW to accomplish that goal 

  The need for a ‘contract’   [chapter 20 – the Dibrot] 

  & instructions for how to become that nation 

But before we receive the ‘guide-book’ -  

 How will God speak to His people? 

  Directly, or via Moshe Rabeinu (as up until now) 

 

To begin this week’s shiur, let’s identify the units 

 [To clarify the confusion] 

 

[See PDF file of the units] 

  



A.  The ‘Ten Commandments’ – who are they for? 

I.  I am the LORD thy God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt…  

II.  Thou shalt have no other gods before Me.  

Thou shalt not make unto you a graven image… 

thou shalt not bow down unto them, nor serve them;  

for I the LORD thy God am a zealous God… to they that hate Me;  

& showing mercy unto… they that love Me …. 

III.  Thou shalt not carry the NAME of the LORD thy God in vain… 

IV.  Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy….  

V.   Honour thy father and thy mother…  

VI.  Thou shalt not murder.   

VII. Thou shalt not commit adultery.   

VIII. Thou shalt not steal.  

IX. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.  

 X.  Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house; {S} thou shalt not 

covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his man-servant, nor his maid-servant, 

nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is thy neighbour's.  

 

B.  Statements or Commandments  or Terms - see Devarim 4:9-15 

קְרְבוּן וַתַעַמְדוּן, תַחַת הָהָר; וְהָהָר בֹּעֵר    .    דברים פרק ד יא וַתִּ

ם- בָאֵשׁ, עַד ל.-- לֵב הַשָמַיִּ ךְ, עָנָן וַעֲרָפֶׁ יב וַיְדַבֵר יְהוָה     חֹּשֶׁׁ

תוֹךְ הָאֵשׁ: ם, מִּ ים, וּתְמוּנָה     אֲלֵיכֶׁ ם שֹּׁמְעִּ ים אַתֶׁ קוֹל דְבָרִּ

י קוֹל. ים זוּלָתִּ ם רֹּאִּ ת וַיַגֵד  יג    אֵינְכֶׁ ם אֶׁ וָּה  - לָכֶׁ ר צִּ יתוֹ, אֲשֶׁׁ בְרִּ

ם לַעֲשׂוֹת  תְכֶׁ ים-- אֶׁ ת, הַדְבָרִּ רֶׁ כְתְבֵם, עַלעֲשֶׁׂ שְׁנֵי לֻחוֹת - ; וַיִּ

ים.     אֲבָנִּ



II. Units of laws that we find later in the Torah 

 A. Parshat Mishpatim – sampling of Jewish law [see Ramban] 

  Primarily “nezikin” [damages] and basic ethics of behavior 

 B.  Vayikra 19 – inserted in the center of Sefer Vayikra 

 C. The Laws of Sefer Devarim– the primary collection of laws: 

  How to become God’s NATION- i.e. a goy kadosh 

 

III.  The themes of “shem Hashem”  & “ot brit” 

 To explain commandments three & four 

  See separate source sheets 

 


