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³The Ten Commandments: 
Rethinking the Mitzvah of Kibbud Av Va'Em (Honoring Parents")´ 
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HONOR THY FATHER. Having finished all that we are 
obligated towards the Creator Himself and His glory, He turns 
now to command us about those matters which concern created 
beings. He begins with the father, for in relation to his offspring, 
he is akin to a creator, being partner with Him in the forming of 
the child. G-d is our first Father, and he who begets it [i.e., the 
child] is our last male parent. This is why He said in the Book of 
Deuteronomy, [+RQRU� WK\� IDWKHU«� DV� WKH� (WHUQDO� WK\� *-d 
commanded thee@�� 7KDW� LV�� ³MXVW� DV� ,� KDYH� FRPPDQGHG� \RX�
concerning My honor, so do I command you concerning the 
KRQRU�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�MRLQHG�0H�LQ�\RXU�IRUPDWLRQ�´� 
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The Sages taught: LW� LV� VWDWHG�� ³+RQRU� \RXU� IDWKHU� DQG� \RXU�
PRWKHU´ (Exodus 20:11), DQG� LW� LV� VWDWHG�� ³+RQRU� WKH�/RUG�ZLWK�
\RXU�ZHDOWK´ (Proverbs 3:9). In this manner, the verse equates the 
KRQRU� RI� RQH¶V� IDWKHU� DQG� PRWKHU� WR� WKH� KRQRU� RI� WKH�
Omnipresent, DV�WKH�WHUP�³KRQRU´�LV�XVHG�LQ�ERWK�FDVHV� 
Similarly, LW� LV� VWDWHG�� ³$� PDQ� VKDOO� IHDU� KLV� PRWKHU� DQG� KLV�
IDWKHU´ (Leviticus 19:3), DQG�LW�LV�VWDWHG��³<RX�VKDOO�IHDU�WKH�/RUG�
\RXU� *RG� DQG� +LP� \RX� VKDOO� VHUYH´ (Deuteronomy 6:13). The 
YHUVH�HTXDWHV�WKH�IHDU�RI�RQH¶V�IDWKHU�DQG�PRWKHU�WR�WKH�IHDU�RI�WKH�
Omnipresent. 
And so WRR�� WKH�HTXDWLQJ�RI�RQH¶V�DWWLWXGH� WRZDUG�KLV�SDUHQWV� WR�
his attitude toward God is a logical derivation, as the three of 
them are partners in his creation. As the Sages taught: There are 
three partners in the forming of a person: The Holy One, Blessed 
be He, who provides the soul, and his father and his mother. 

When a person honors his father and mother, the Holy One, 
Blessed be He, says: I ascribe credit to them as if I dwelt between 
them and they honor Me as well. 
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The Sages taught: What is fear and what is honor? Fear: One may 
not stand in his parents¶ fixed place, and may not sit in his place, 
and may not contradict his statements, and he may not choose 
sides in an argument.  What is honor? He gives his parents food 
and drink, dresses and covers him, and brings them in and takes 
them out for all their household needs. 
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LAWS CONCERNING THE STUDY OF THE TORAH. 
These comprise two affirmative precepts; first, to learn Torah; 
second, to show honor to its teachers and to those versed in the 
knowledge of it. 
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Teach to your children.  Speak of them when you stay at home 
and when you are away, when you lie down and when you get up. 
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and teach them to your children²reciting them when you stay at 
home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you 
get up; 
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« A father is obligated to teach his son Torah while he is a 
minor, as [Deuteronomy 11:19] states: "And you shall teach them 
to your sons to speak about them.´  it is a mitzvah for each and 
every wise man to teach all students, even though they are not his 
children, as [Deuteronomy 6:7] states: "And you shall teach them 
to your sons..." The oral tradition explains: "Your sons," these are 
your students, for students are also called sons, as [II Kings 2:3] 
states: "And the sons of the prophets went forth."  If so, why do 
the commandments [explicitly mention] one's son and grandson? 
To grant precedence to one's son over one's grandson, and one's 
grandson over the son of a colleague. 
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