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Raising up the Regular: The Korban Tamid and the Maamadot
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Rabbanit Leah Sarna

1. Shemot 29

38 Now this is what you shall offer on the altar: two lambs a
year old regularly each day.

39 One lamb you shall offer in the morning, and the other
lamb you shall offer in the evening;

40 and with the first lamb one-tenth of a measure of choice
flour mixed with one-fourth of a hin of beaten oil, and
one-fourth of a hin of wine for a drink offering.

41 And the other lamb you shall offer in the evening, and shall
offer with it a grain offering and its drink offering, as in the
morning, for a pleasing odor, an offering by fire to the Lord.

42 It shall be a regular burnt offering throughout your
generations at the entrance of the tent of meeting before the

Lord, where I will meet with you, to speak to you there.
43 I will meet with the Israelites there, and it shall be

sanctified by my glory;

44 I will consecrate the tent of meeting and the altar; Aaron
also and his sons I will consecrate, to serve me as priests.
45 I will dwell among the Israelites, and I will be their God.

46 And they shall know that I am the Lord their God, who
rought them out of the land of Egvpt that I might dwell

among them: I am the Lord their God.

2. Babylonian Talmud Tractate Brachot 26b

It has been stated: R. Jose son of R. Hanina said: The Tefillot were

instituted by the Patriarchs. R. Joshua b. Levi says: The Tefillot
were instituted to replace daily sacrifices...

It has been taught also in accordance with R. Joshua b. Levi: Why
did they say that the morning Tefillah could be said till midday?

Because the regular morning sacrifice could be brought up to
midday. R. Judah, however, says that it may be said up to the

fourth hour because the regular morning sacrifice may be brought

up to the fourth hour. And why did they say that the afternoon
Tefillah can be said up to the evening? Because the regular
afternoon offering can be brought up to the evening. R. Judah,
however, says that it can be said only up to the middle of the

afternoon because the evening offering could only be brought up
to the middle of the afternoon. And why did they say that for the
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evening Tefillah there is no limit? Because the limbs and the fat
which were not consumed on the altar] by the evening could be
brought for the whole of the night. And why did they say that the
additional Tefillot could be said during the whole day? Because the
additional offering could be brought during the whole of the day.
R. Judah, however, said that it can be said only up to the seventh
hour, because the additional offering can be brought up to the
seventh hour.

3. Biur Halakha 1:1
There are six perpetual mitzvot that should
never cease from a person even for one moment
in all of his days and every moment that he
thinks about them he is upholding a positive
commandment and there is no end to the
reward for these mitzvot. These are they:

1) To believe that there is a God...

2) Not to believe in any other god...

3) To believe in the unity of God ...

4) Love God...

5) Fear God...

6) Don’t be misled by heart and eyes...

4. Maharal Netivot Olam Nativ Ahavat Reah Chapter One
There is a midrash in the Sifra which states: “you should love your
neighbor as yourself. Rabbi Akiva says: This is a fundamental
principle of the Torah.

Ben Azzai says: [The verse,] "This is the book of the generations of
humanity on the day that God created man, in the image of God
He created him' (Bereishit 5:1) is an even greater principle.” ...In
the author’s introduction to the collection “Ein Yaakov” he writes
that he found the following in a collection of Midrash: “Ben Zoma
states: we find a verse that is the most essential and that is “Shema
Yisrael.” Ben Nannas says: we find a verse that is even more
essential and that is “Love one’s neighbor as oneself.” Shimon Ben
Pazi says: we find a verse that is even more essential that is “and
the first sheep you shall bring in the morning, and the second
sheep you shall bring in the afternoon.” Rabbi Ploni stood up on
his feet and stated: “the law is in accordance with Ben Pazi, as it
says “In accordance with all that I show you concerning the
pattern of the tabernacle and of all its furniture, so you shall make
it.”

And that which Ben Pazi stated “‘and the first sheep you shall
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5. A Sicha Of HaRav Aharon Lichtenstein 31 Parashat Tetzaveh 5757 [1997]

The Daily Sacrifice - "A Great Principle of the Torah”

Other religions and belief systems focus almost entirely on spiritual peaks - on those exceptional
bursts of upliftment, enlightenment and elevation, on the once-a-year celebration. We too have our
celebrations, our pinnacles and peaks, but these are not the essence of our spiritual growth. Judaism

focuses particularly on the everyday, the common, regular, mundane activities which comprise the
bulk of our lives. We attempt to imbue these with meaning, requiring our growth to take place every

day in small increments.

The idea is simple: From the very beginning of the Tabernacle's function and every day thereafter, a
new foundation is laid - a foundation consisting of the most regular, the most plain, daily sacrifice. In
order to build any building, to create any framework, one needs to focus not on the one-time opening
ceremony, but rather on the daily routine, the ordinary, gray unnoticed things which form the
framework's basis. It is these things which define the context and matrix in which all actions, all
thoughts and all other development take place.

We learn this idea from the Tabernacle on a halakhic level, as we saw in the mishna in Menachot -
without the regular, daily sacrifice, the Tabernacle could not exist. However, this concept applies
with greater strength to a greater and more difficult construction - that of human personalities.

It is all too easy, especially for a yeshiva student, to grow accustomed to the daily regimen and to lose
focus of the opportunity for growth it offers us. One may focus instead on the high points of the year.
Later, when one leaves yeshiva, one realizes the crucial importance of daily life, not just "peak
experiences." One's focus must be on daily, step-by-step growth and development. Every regular
time we set for learning Torah, every regular mitzva, every "Modeh Ani," every blessing, every
opportunity to give charity, every one of life's seemingly irrelevant moments can be used as a
mile-stone, as a way on our journey towards becoming better human beings and holier Jews.

Summarized by Ramon Widmonte http://etzion.org.il/vbm/english/archive/sichot/shemot/20-60tetzav.htm



6. Mishnah Tractate Taanit 4:1-3

(2) The following is [an explanation of] the ma'amadot: Since it is
stated: “Command the children of Israel and say to them: My
offering, My food ...” (Numbers 28:2). Now how can a person's
sacrifice be offered and he is not present? The early Prophets
instituted twenty-four [priestly watches, called] mishmarot.
Corresponding to each mishmar there was a ma'amed in
Jerusalem of priests, Levites, and Israelites. When it reached the
time for a mishmar to go up [to Jerusalem], the priests and
Levites went up to Jerusalem, and those Israelites of that
mishmar gathered in their own cities, read the narrative of
creation.

(3) The men of the ma'amed would fast four days of the week,
from Monday through Thursday; they would not fast on Friday in
honor of Shabbat, nor would they fast on Sunday, so that they
don't change over from rest and delight, to toil and fasting, and
die. On Sunday [they read]: “In the beginning”, and: “Let there be
an expanse” (Genesis 1:1-8). On Monday [they read]: “Let there
be an expanse”, and: “Let the waters be gathered together” (ibid.
verses 6-13). On Tuesday: “Let the waters be gathered together”,
and: “Let there be lights” (verses 9-19). On Wednesday: “Let there
be lights,” and: “Let the waters swarm” (verses 43-23). On
Thursday: “Let the waters swarm”, and: “Let the earth bring
forth” (verses 20-31). On Friday: “Let the earth bring forth”
(verses 24-31), and: “The heavens were completed” (ibid. 2:1-3).
A long section [one that contained five or more verses] was read
by two people, while a short one is read by one [person, since we
call up three people to read the Torah. [This was done] at
Shacharit and at Mussaf. At minhah they gathered and would
read the section by heart like one reading shema. They would not
gather on Friday at minhah, in honor of Shabbat.

7. Maimonides’ Commentary on the Mishnah Taanit
Chapter Four

2 Here we will explain these words because the word “Mishmar”
includes the Priests, the Levites and the people of the Maamad.
And these people of the Maamad are the messengers of all of
Israel, and their intention and purpose is to be involved in the
avodah and to pray. They do not engage in their own labors, so
that their thoughts and intentions can be directed towards the
sacrifices. And when it is time for the Maamad, anyone who was a
member of the Maamad who was near Jerusalem would go up to
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Jerusalem and would be present at the Temple as the sacrifices
were being offered along with the Priests and the Levites of that
Mishmar. And the people who were far from Jerusalem would
gather in the gathering places of their cities and pray and read as
[the mishna] says, and that whole week of their Mishmar they
would be engaged in the avodah and in praying and reading Torah

and fasting. And they read about Creation, for the perfection of
existence is the avodah and our avodah is only sacrifices, and this

is why it says “without sacrifices heaven and earth would not
endure.” And the people of the Maamad would fast four days of

the week from Monday until Thursday. And they would not fast on
Friday out of honor for the Shabbat. And not on Sunday so that
they would not go from the rest and pleasure of Shabbat into
fasting and become weakened.

3 They would read from the Torah in Shacharit and in Musaf, that
is to say, in their extra Tefillah which is their Musaf, but in Mincha
they would recite it by heart. And when the Mishna says “they
would go in”-- it means “into the meeting place.” And the
information about which paragraphs to read in one aliya and
which in two and how the readings are organized can be found in
Tractate Megillah.
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