Simchat Yom Tov - Can

G6od command happiness?
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A. Re: the commandment to keep Shavuot in Devarim chapter 16
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B. Re: the commandment to keep Succot
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9 Seven weeks shalt thou number unto thee; from the
time the sickle is first put to the standing corn shalt
thou begin to number seven weeks.

10 And thou shalt keep the feast of weeks unto the
LORD thy God after the measure of the freewill-
offering of thy hand, which thou shalt give, as God
blesseth thee.

11 And thou shalt rejoice before the LORD thy God,
thou, & thy son, & thy daughter, & thy servant & maid-
servant, and the Levite that is within they gates, &
the stranger, & the fatherless, & the widow, that
are in your midst in the place which that God shall
choose to cause His name to dwell there.

12 And thou shalt remember that thou wast a
bondman in Egypt;

in Devarim chapter 16

13 Thou shalt keep the feast of tabernacles seven days,
after that thou hast gathered in from thy threshing-floor
and from thy winepress. 14 And thou shalt rejoice in
thy feast, thou, and thy son, and thy daughter, and thy
man-servant, and thy maid-servant, and the Levite, and
the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, that are
within thy gates.

15 Seven days shalt thou keep a feast unto the LORD
thy God in the place which the LORD shall choose;
because the LORD thy God shall bless thee in all thine
increase, and in all the work of thy hands, and thou
shalt be altogether joyful.
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C. 'Remember You Were a Slave' / a REFRAIN in Sefer Devarim
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See also VAYIKRA Parshat Kedoshim / 19:33-

24:17 You shall not pervert the justice due to the
stranger, or to the orphan or widow.... But you shall
remember that you were a bondman in Egypt,

19 When you reap your harvest, you must forget a
sheaf in the field, do not go back to fetch it; it shall
be for the stranger, for the orphan, and widow...
Remember that you were a bondman in Egypt...

37 - forms thematic finale of the entire unit

& in Devarim - Thematic Intro in 10:12-19, & recurring theme: 15:12-14, 16:9-12, 24:17-22
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D. Emulating 6od - according to Devarim 10:17-19

, D987 YR RIN--DITYR N D 1 17 For the LORD your God, He is God of gods, and Lord of
’Njﬁrn ,-;'_-1;1 ‘;ﬁ;;-; 'DR"l D?J'[Nj TR lords, the great God, the mighty, and the awful, who
v np N'?1 , 079 RY- N'? WUN regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward.

A bP) J’im mnbm ,DIN? VAYN NYYP N’ 18 He doth execute justice for the fatherless and widow, and

TTTTT

e DJ‘\JWm D’ "!'71952)1 Dﬂ'? ’i, nnl, loveth the stranger, in giving him food and raiment.
DM¥N PINA ,DNYD Dy :an L9 Love ye therefore the stranger; for ye were strangers in
S 12l FNa R & o os “~ the land of Egypt.

E. The reason for Shabbat in the Ten Commandments in Devarim
9329 NHN NININ-22 NYYND NI ... TaYH DN NYY 22 ... 3YTPY ,NIYD DP-NN 99NV N
(end of commandment) -TIYYA YN T, THHNI-5) TIOOL TV THHNKI-TTIY) THD
followed by reason so that your workers can also enjoy a day of rest — followed by ‘the refrain’
90 ,TDNN) TTIY N2 IWNT-
2189 YINI D27 T3Y 22,5791 P
F. Similar theme in Sefer Shmot Shmot 22:20 -> 23:9
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6. Remembering the Exodus: ‘every day' or ‘once a year'? [Devarim 16:1-3]
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H. Rambam - Laws of Yom Tov - re: mitzvah to be happy on Yom Tov
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... And when one eats & drinks [on Yom Tov], he is obligated to feed the stranger, widow & orphan
together with the other poor and unfortunate- but he who locks the doors of his courtyard, and
rejoicing only with his friends and family — while not caring and giving food and drink to the poor and
to those with bitter souls; this is not the mitzvah of happiness, rather he is simply making his belly
happy. In regard to this the prophet says.....



