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Na’aseh Ve’Nishmah - What did We Know and When?

Shabbat 88a

Rabbi Simai taught: When Israel accorded precedence to “We will do”
over “We will hear,” 600,000 ministering angels came and tied two
crowns to each and every member of the Jewish people, one
corresponding to “We will do” and one corresponding to “We will
hear.”

Rabbi Elazar said: When the Jewish people accorded precedence to
“We will do” over “We will hear,” a Divine Voice emerged and said
to them: Who revealed to my children this secret that the ministering
angels use? As it is written: “Bless the Lord, you angels of His, you
mighty in strength, that fulfill His word, hearkening unto the voice of
His word” (Psalms 103:20). At first, the angels fulfill His word, and
then afterward they hearken.

Shemot 24

(1) And to Moshe, He said, "Go up to Hashem, you, and Aharon,
Nadav and Avihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, and you shall
bow down at a distance. (2) Moshe alone shall approach Hashem, and
they shall not approach. And the people shall not go up with him." (3)
Moshe came and recounted to the people all of Hashem's words and all
the ordinances, and the entire people answered with one voice and
said, "All the words that Hashem has spoken we will do."

(4) Moshe wrote all of Hashem's words, and he rose early in the
morning and built an altar at the bottom of the mountain and twelve
monuments for the twelve tribes of Israel. (5) He sent young men of
the Children of Israel, and they offered burnt offerings and sacrificed
peace offerings of cows to Hashem. (6) Moshe took half the blood and
put it in basins, and half the blood he threw on the altar. (7) He took
the book of the covenant and read it in the hearing of the people, and
they said, "All that Hashem has spoken, we will do and we will listen."
(8) Moshe took the blood and threw it on the people. He said, "Here is
the blood of the covenant that Hashem made with you over all these
words."

...(12) Hashem said to Moshe, "Come up to Me, to the mountain, and
be there, and I shall give you the tablets of stone and the teaching and
the commandments that I have written to instruct them. ...(17) And
the appearance of Hashem's glory was like a devouring fire at the top
of the mountain in the eyes of the Children of Israel. (18) Moshe came
into the cloud and he went up to the mountain, and Moshe was on the
mountain for forty days and forty nights.

Rashi Exodus 24

(1) And Unto Moses He Said — This section was spoken before the
Ten Commandments were given; it was the fourth of Sivan when
"Come up" was said to him.

(3) All The Judgments which had been ordained before the Sinaitic
legislation: the seven commands given to the “Sons of Noah”, the law
of the Sabbath, of filial respect, of the “red heifer” and regarding the
administration of justice, all of which had been given to them already
in Marah (cf. Sanhedrin 56b).

Moses Wrote from Breishit up to (but not including) the account of the
Giving of the Torah and he wrote down the commandments that were
given to them in Marah.

The Book Of The Covenant — the book which we have said contained
the part of the Torah from Breishit till the “Giving of the Torah”
including the Commandments that were given to them at Marah.
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Ramban Exodus 24:1
But Rabbi Abraham ibn Ezra has already grasped this subject
correctly, in explaining the verses to be in their proper order, when he

commented: “Up to here is the Book of the Covenant.” ... Thus on
that day he wrote down in a book all that he had been commanded —
the statutes, the ordinances, and the laws — and he rose up early in the
morning of the following day to make a covenant with them
concerning all this... and he took the book which he had written the
day before and read it in their hearing, and they accepted upon
themselves to make the covenant with Him, saying. A/l that the
Eternal hath spoken will we do, and hearken to you and to whatever
you will command in His Name...

Mechilta Yitro 3
(Exodus 19:10) "And the L rd said to Moses: Go to the people and
make them ready today" — the fourth day — "and tomorrow" — the

fifth day. (Ibid. 11) "And have them be ready for the third day": the

sixth (of Sivan) when the Torah was given. And what did Moses do on

the fifth day? He rose early in the morning and built an altar, viz. (Ibid.

24:4) "and he rose early in the morning and he built an altar at the foot

of the mountain."

(Ibid. 7) "And he took the book of the covenant and he read (it) in the

ears of the people.": But we do not know from where (he read)?

e R.Yishmael b. R. Yossi says: From the beginning of the creation
until here.

e  Rebbi says: The mitzvoth that were commanded to Adam, the
mitzvoth that were commanded to the sons of Noach, and the
mitzvoth that were commanded in Marah and all of the other
mitzvoth.

e R. Yishmael says: What is written at the beginning, viz.
(Leviticus 25:1-3) "And the L-rd spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai,
saying ... then the land shall rest a Sabbath to the L-rd. Six years
shall you sow your field, etc.", sabbatical years, Jubilee years,
blessings and curses. What is written at the end? (Ibid. 26:46)
"These are the statutes and the ordinances and the Toroth that the
L-rd gave between Himself and the children of Israel on Mount
Sinai by the hand of Moses."

Chizkuni

N NYn N, “and He had said to Moses:” this paragraph up to and
including verse 4: 'n »27 Y5 N, “all the words of the Lord,” were said
to him on the fourth day of Sivan...

93N 190 NPM, “He took hold of the Book of the Covenant; - this is
the Tochecha — as it says in the Mechilta. ..

Rashi Lev. 25:1
At Mount Sinai. Why is the matter of shmittah (Sabbatical year) found
at Mount Sinai? Weren't all of the commandments spoken from Sinai?

Rashbam ibid
»»D N3, before the Tabernacle had been erected.
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(46) These are the statutes, ordinances, and laws, which Hashem made
between him and the Children of Israel in Mount Sinai by Moses.

(9299 NVINY) 9N 799 NN — NI PIS .9

N 2P0 903 NYN DN N 12T (N)

NIND OnNAD 0D DN PION) DAY )2 DN 12T (3)
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(1) Hashem said to Moses on Mount Sinai, (2) "Speak to the Children

of Israel, and tell them, "When you come into the land which I give
you, then the land shall keep a Sabbath to Hashem.
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Ibn Ezra Vayikra 25:1
IN MOUNT SINAL There is no chronological order in the Torah. This
section precedes, And the Lord called (Lev. 1:1) and all the sections

that follow it, for the words recorded in our section were told to Moses
on Mount Sinai. Moses now made the covenant recorded in the
Torah portion Now these are the ordinances (Ex. 21:1). Moses
inserted this portion at this point to place in proximity the conditions
under which the Israelites could dwell in the land....

Ramban Vayikra 25:1

... Rabbi Abraham ibn Ezra explained to be as follows: This is the
covenant which was written in the section of ‘V’eileh
Hamishpatim’ (And these are the ordinances), and when the people
accepted it upon themselves [by saying] we will do, and obey, then
the covenant was made, and [Moses] told them this whole section...

Vayikra 26
(3) If you walk in my statutes, and keep my commandments... I will

establish my covenant with you.

(14) But if you will not listen to me, and will not do all these
commandments, (15) and if you shall reject my statutes, and if your
soul abhors my ordinances, so that you will not do all my
commandments, but break my covenant... (25) I will bring a sword
upon you that will execute the vengeance of the covenant.

(42) then I will remember my covenant with Jacob; and also my
covenant with Isaac, and also my covenant with Abraham; and I will
remember the land... (44) Yet for all that, when they are in the land of
their enemies, I will not reject them and I will not abhor them, to
destroy them utterly, and to break my covenant with them; for I am
Hashem their God. (45) But I will for their sake remember the
covenant of their ancestors, whom I brought out of the land of Egypt
in the sight of the nations, that I might be their God. I am Hashem."
(46) These are the statutes, ordinances, and laws, which Hashem made
between him and the Children of Israel in Mount Sinai by Moses.

Devarim 28:69

These are the words of the covenant which Hashem commanded
Moses to make with the Children of Israel in the land of Moab, besides
the covenant which He made with them in Horeb.

Devarim 11

(26) Behold, I set before you this day a blessing and a curse, (27) the
blessing, if you shall listen to the commandments of Hashem your
God, which I command you this day, (28) and the curse, if you shall
not listen to the commandments of Hashem your God, but turn aside
out of the way which I command you this day, to go after other gods,
which you have not known.

(29) It shall happen, when Hashem your God shall bring you into the
land where you go to possess it, that you shall set the blessing on
Mount Gerizim, and the curse on Mount Ebal.

Joshua 24

(24) And the people said to Joshua, "Hashem our God we will serve,
and His voice we will heed." (25) So Joshua made a covenant with the
people that day, and he set them a statute and an ordinance in
Shechem. (26) And Joshua wrote these words in the book of the law
of God; and he took a great stone and set it up there under the oak that
was by the sanctuary of Hashem.
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II Kings 22
(11) And it came to pass, when the king had heard the words of the

book of the Law, that he tore his clothes. (12) And the king
commanded Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and
Achbor the son of Micaiah, and Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah the
king's servant, saying, (13) "Go, inquire of Hashem for me, and for the
people, and for all Judah, concerning the words of this book that was
found; for great is the wrath of Hashem that is kindled against us,
because our fathers have not listened to the words of this book, to
do according to all that which is written concerning us."

(14) So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, and Achbor, and Shaphan, and
Asaiah, went to Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of
Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe — now she dwelt in
Jerusalem in the second quarter — and they spoke with her. (15) And
she said to them, "Thus says Hashem, the God of Israel, 'Tell the man
that sent you to me, (16) thus says Hashem, 'Behold, I will bring evil
upon this place, and upon its inhabitants, all the words of the book
which the king of Judah has read,

II Kings 23

(2) And the king went up to the house of Hashem, and all the men of
Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem with him, and the priests,
and the prophets, and all the people, both small and great. And he
read in their ears all the words of the book of the covenant which
was found in the house of Hashem. (3) And the king stood on the
platform, and he made a covenant before Hashem, to walk after
Hashem, and to keep His commandments, and His testimonies, and
His statutes, with all his heart, and all his soul, to confirm the words of
this covenant that were written in this book. And all the people agreed
to the covenant.
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Vayikra 26
(32) I will bring the land into desolation; and your enemies that dwell

therein will be astonished at it. (33) I will scatter you among the
nations, and I will draw out the sword after you; and your land will be
a desolation, and your cities shall be a waste. (34) Then the land will
enjoy its Sabbaths, as long as it lies desolate and you are in your
enemies' land. Even then the land will rest and enjoy its Sabbaths.
(35) As long as it lies desolate it shall have rest, even the rest which it
didn't have in your Sabbaths, when you lived on it.

(43) The land also will be left by them, and will enjoy its Sabbaths
while it lies desolate without them. And they will accept the
punishment of their iniquity; because, even because they rejected my
ordinances, and their soul abhorred my statutes.

II Chronicles 36

(20) And those that had escaped from the sword he carried away to
Babylon; and they were servants to him and his sons until the reign of
the kingdom of Persia; (21) to fulfill the word of Hashem by the mouth
of Jeremiah, until the land had been paid for her Sabbaths; for all
the days she lay desolate she kept Sabbath, until seventy years were
complete.

Avot 5:9
Exile comes to the world for idolatry, for sexual sins and for
bloodshed, and for violation of the Shmittah.
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