Chanukah: What Exactly are We Dedicating?
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The Gemara asks: What is Hanukkah, and why are lights kindled
on Hanukkah?
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The Gemara answers: The Sages taught in Megillat Ta'anit: On
the twenty-fifth of Kislev, the days of Hanukkah are eight.
One may not eulogize on them and one may not fast on
them. What is the reason? When the Greeks entered the
Sanctuary they defiled all the oils that were in the Sanctuary
by touching them. And when the Hasmonean monarchy
overcame them and emerged victorious over them, they
searched and found only one cruse of oil that was placed
with the seal of the High Priest, undisturbed by the Greeks.
And there was sufficient oil there to light the candelabrum for
only one day. A miracle occurred and they lit the
candelabrum from it eight days. The next year the Sages
instituted those days and made them holidays with recitation
of hallel and special thanksgiving in prayer and blessings.
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And why did they decide to celebrate the Hanuka for
eight days, seeing as the consecrtation Moses did in the
dessert was only seven days, as it says from the entrance
of the Tabernacle you shall not leave seven days etc. and
it says the one who presented his offering on the the first
day etc. On the seventh day it was Ephraim, and so we
found in the dedication that Solomon did, that he did it
for only seven days, as it says: they observed the
dedication of the altar seven days, and the Feast seven
days.

Why did they decide to have this dedication eight days?
Because in the times of the reign of Greece the
Hasmonians entered the Hall and built the alter and
covered it with plaster and for seven days they were fixing
the holy vessels |

In the times of the Reign of Greece the sons of the
Hasmonai entered the Temple mount with seven iron
skewers in their hands and they connected them and
they dealt with them all eight days
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The Sages taught in a baraita: The basic mitzva of Hanukkah is each
day to have a light kindled by a person, the head of the household,
for himself and his household. And the mehadrin, i.e., those who
are meticulous in the performance of mitzvot, kindle a light for each
and every one in the household. And the mehadrin min
hamehadrin, who are even more meticulous, adjust the number of
lights daily. Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel disagree as to the nature of
that adjustment. Beit Shammai say: On the first day one kindles
eight lights and, from there on, graduvally decreases the number of
lights until, on the last day of Hanukkah, he kindles one light. And
Beit Hillel say: On the first day one kindles one light, and from
there on, gradually increases the number of lights until, on the last
day, he kindles eight lights.

7OPN MXN :PIT NN
A2 VIR N

TAN 939 ) - PATIOM
STRNY

)TN I PITIRM
DY : DININ INNPY 52
TNV 5 TH PNURY
Mo TONY NN
;TM

DY : DMIMX 99N 2
NN 22570 WK
PO TONY NON
ST

Ulla said: There were two amora’im in the West, Eretz Yisrael, who
disagreed with regard to this dispute, Rabbi Yosei bar Avin and
Rabbi Yosei bar Zevida. One said that the reason for Beit
Shammai’s opinion is that the number of lights corresponds to the
incoming days, i.e., the future. On the first day, eight days remain in
Hanukkah, one kindles eight lights, and on the second day seven days
remain, one kindles seven, etc. The reason for Beit Hillel’s opinion is
that the number of lights corresponds to the outgoing days. Each
day, the number of lights corresponds to the number of the days of
Hanukkah that were already observed. And one said that the reason
for Beit Shammai’s opinion is that the number of lights corresponds
to the bulls of the festival of Sukkot: Thirteen were sacrificed on the
first day and each succeeding day one fewer was sacrificed (Numbers
29:12—31). The reason for Beit Hillel’s opinion is that the number of
lights is based on the principle: One elevates to a higher level in
matters of sanctity and one does not downgrade. Therefore, if the
objective is to have the number of lights correspond to the number of
days, there is no alternative to increasing their number with the
passing of each day.
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Rabba bar bar Hana said that Rabbi Yohanan said: There were two
Elders in Sidon, and one of them acted in accordance with the
opinion of Beit Shammai, and one of them acted in accordance
with the opinion of Beit Hillel. Each provided a reason for his actions:
One gave a reason for his actions: The number of lights
corresponds to the bulls of the Festival. And one gave a reason for
his actions: The number of lights is based on the principle: One
elevates to a higher level in matters of sanctity and one does not
downgrade.

MN 92 92 N7 N
NY PN 29 NN
TN ,)TN2 YD ONPY
TN ONNY 12D NYY

,297 TPA72Td NYVY
- PI2TO DYV PN M
1NN DN NN I TND
POYRT - PIATY DYL

T PRI VTPA




3 DY NI 9T 53V DD 2533 DNIn .4

The Sages taught in a baraita: It is a mitzva to place the
Hanukkah lamp at the entrance to one’s house on the
outside, so that all can see it. If he lived upstairs, he places it
at the window adjacent to the public domain. And in a time
of danger, when the gentiles issued decrees to prohibit kindling
lights, he places it on the table and that is sufficient to fulfill
his obligation.
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On the outside — for sake of publicizing the miracle, but not in
the public domain, but rather in one’s yard, as their housed
were open to the yard.
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It is a mitzva to place on the entrance to one’s house on the
outside — it is dealing with a case where there is not courtyard,
but rather a house on the verge of the public domain, but if
there is a courtyard before the house, it is a mitzvah to place it
at the entrance to the courtyard...
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Rabba said: It is a mitzva to place the Hanukkah lamp
within the handbreadth adjacent to the entrance. The
Gemara asks: And where, on which side, does he place it?
There is a difference of opinion: Rav Aha, son of Rava, said:
On the right side of the entrance. Rav Shmuel from Difti
said: On the left. And the halakha is to place it on the left so
that the Hanukkah lamp will be on the left and the mezuza
on the right. One who enters the house will be surrounded by

mitzvot (ge‘onim).
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Moreover king Antiochus wrote to his whole kingdom, that all
should be one people,

And every one should leave his laws: so all the heathen agreed
according to the commandment of the king.
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Yea, many also of the Israelites consented to his religion, and
sacrificed unto idols, and profaned the sabbath.

For the king had sent letters by messengers unto Jerusalem and
the cities of Juda that they should follow the strange laws of the
land,

And forbid burnt offerings, and sacrifice, and drink offerings, in
the temple; and that they should profane the sabbaths and
festival days:

And pollute the sanctuary and holy people: Set up altars, and
groves, and chapels of idols, and sacrifice swine's flesh, and
unclean beasts:

That they should also leave their children uncircumcised, and
make their souls abominable with all manner of uncleanness and
profanation: To the end they might forget the law, and change all
the ordinances.

And whosoever would not do according to the commandment of
the king, he said, he should die.

Now the five and twentieth day of the month they did sacrifice
upon the idol altar, which was upon the altar of God.

At which time according to the commandment they put to death
certain women, that had caused their children to be circumcised.
And they hanged the infants about their necks, and rifled their
houses, and slew them that had circumcised them.

Howbeit many in Israel were fully resolved and confirmed in
themselves not to eat any unclean thing.

Wherefore the rather to die, that they might not be defiled with
meats, and that they might not profane the holy covenant: so
then they died
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In earlier times they decided on a persecution in Judea
because they had a tradition from their forefathers that
Jehudah had killed Esaw, as it is written: “Your hand is
on your enemies’ neck.” They went and enslaved them
and raped their daughters; they decided that a soldier
would have sex with her first.

VY DTN MMy
NN XIN NTINY DMIANND ONY NNON
PN 9NIYa 7T
PTAYUNI PIOIN P (N V7D MYRII)
NAYY 1O 1M AR POMN) N2

N NNIYNID

1DROT WY

9NN YA DPVIVOIN




2 MY I 9T PV NIVN 3533 IINEN 12

like them the verse states: “As For Your sake we are killed all the
day long; we are reckoned as sheep for the slaughter” (Psalms
44:23).

And Rav Yehuda said: This verse applies to the woman and her
seven sons who died as martyrs for the sake of the sanctification of
God’s name. The incident occurred as follows: They brought in the
first of the woman'’s sons before the emperor and said to him:
Worship the idol. He said to them: | cannot do so, as it is written
in the Torah: "l am the Lord your God” (Exodus 20:2). They
immediately took him out and killed him.
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They then brought in yet another son, and said to him: Worship
the idol. He said to them: | cannot do so, as it is written in the
Torah: “You have avouched the Lord this day to be your God...and
the Lord has avouched you this day to be a people for His own
possession” (Deuteronomy 26:17-18). We already took an oath to
the Holy One, Blessed be He, that we will not exchange Him for a
different god, and He too has taken an oath to us that He will not
exchange us for another nation.

It was the youngest brother who had said this, and the emperor
pitied him. Seeking a way to spare the boy’s life, the emperor said
to him: | will throw down my seal before you; bend over and pick
it up, so that people will say that he has accepted the king's
authority [harmana]. The boy said to him: Woe [haval] to you,
Caesar, woe to you, Caesar. If you think that for the sake of your
honor | should fulfill your command and do this, then for the sake
of the honor of the Holy One, Blessed be He, all the more so
should | fulfill His command.

As they were taking him out to be killed, his mother said to
them: Give him to me so that | may give him a small kiss. She
said to him: My son, go and say to your father Abraham, You
bound one son to the altar, but | bound seven altars. She too in
the end went up to the roof, fell, and died. A Divine Voice
emerged and said: “A joyful mother of children” (Psalms 113:9), as
she raised her children to be devoted in their service of God.
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