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The fourth (?) of the ten
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Eelmember the sabbath day and keep it
oly.

Six days you shall labour and do all your
work,

but the seventh day is a sabbath of the
LORD your God: you shall not do any
work—you, your son or daughter, your
male or female slave, or your cattle, or
the stranger who is within your
settlements.

For in six days the LORD made heaven
and earth and sea, and all thatis in
them, and He rested on the seventh
day; therefore the LORD blessed the
sabbath day and hallowed it.
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King James: Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.
Everett Fox: Be mindful of the sabbath day, to hallow it.
NJPS: Remember the sabbath day and keep it holy.

New International Version: Remember the sabbath day by keeping it
holy.

Vulgate: Memento ut diem sabbati sanctifices. (Remember to keep the
sabbath day holy.)

Samuel Cahen (1831): Souviens-toi du jour de repos pour le sanctifier.



Sefer ha-hinukh (13t century; mitzvah 31)
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To recite words when the Sabbath
begins, and when it ends, words
that mention the greatness of the
sabbath, its importance, and how
it differs—for the good—from
other days, as it is written: DT
IWTR? NAWN DI' NX; in other
words, mention its holiness and
prominence. The rabbis explained
that we are to recite these words
over wine: |''n 7V IN7DT.



Sefer ha-hinukh (cont.)
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The idea of this mitzvah is that
through this action [of reciting
words] we be stimulated to
remember the importance of the
day and that we establish in our
minds the idea that the world is
created: “for in six days God . . .”

That is why we were commanded
to do this action with wine;
humans are aroused through
wine, which nourishes us and
makes us happy.



Rashi (1040-
1105)
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Take care to
remember always
the Sabbath day —
that if, for example,
you come across a
nice article [of food]
during the week, put
it aside for the
Sabbath.



Beitzah 16a
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It was said concerning
Shamai the Elder that he
ate with Shabbat in mind
all the time. If he saw an
attractive animal, he
purchased it and said,
“This is for Shabbat.” If he
subsequently found
another more attractive
animal, he purchased it
and set it aside for
Shabbat and then ate the
first one [during the
week].



Beitzah 16a
(cont.)
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But Hillel the
Elder behaved
differently. ...
The School of
Hillel would say,
“God is blessed
day by day.”



Ramban (1194-1270)
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As his interpretation of “21D7“
Rashi wrote . . ..

This explanation comes from a
Baraita in the Mekhilta. Butitis a
minority view and is not halakhah.
For in the Talmud (Beitzah 16a)
they wrote . . ..

[To be continued....]



lbn Ezra (1089-1164; shorter commentary)
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The meaning of “remembering” the
sabbath day is that people should
remember what day of the week it
is, so that they won’t forget which
day is shabbat, which they have to
make holy by refraining from work
then, as God did. What our Sages
said, “Remember [mention] it over
wine,” is also true, as an asmakhta,
and applies to any person who is not
a Nazirite. A person who livesina
country where there is no wine
commits no sin....



Back to Ramban
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with the other days.



Compare to Ramban on Gen 9:4
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Back to Ramban on Exodus

,LMIX PNX 7 (X)) XN'7'onAl
D'INXNY T NN XNN X7
Y OW7 NI XNN XX ,D0IN
VIawn m' [N D'IANY ,NYIN'OI
DI' 707 INOP' ,INXV D'N'N DY7
NINY 7V IX ,INXY 191 DY
NINY IX ,0"X1D ,0'Nvnn
XY ,0N7 INNP'Y D'INN
TNN ,NAY DY7 D' 72 DI
NIXNN [N IT 'D ,N2YI 1Y ,Nav2
.0I' 722 T'N NDT7 12 110XV
Y W'D 21, RPN 7Y 10IWO Tl
DNNANX

[Another explanation offered] in the
Mekhilta is, “Rabbi Yitzhak taught, ‘Don’t
count [days] the way other people do;
count with reference to Shabbat’.” Gentiles
have names for each day; they call each day
by a separate name either by a name of the
[heavenly] ministers, as the Christians do,
or by other names. But Israel counts all days
with reference to the Sabbath: "one day
after the Sabbath," "two days after the
Sabbath." This is because of the
commandment to remember Shabbat every
day [of the week]. This is the peshat, and so

did Rabbi Abraham ibn Ezra interpret it.



Ramban (cont.)

YT 12 TIV 11'NI207 72N
INYT7IY IWUTR? Nn

NX DNV DX ... ,[INdT
721 .INIX NYTRZA DAY DI
AYUTR7 XN7'ONa NN

INTI ... ,N2N22 YTy
,AINN [ NI, 0N YT
MM )21 .NNDNOK 12'X
DI'N YWIT72 NIAT'N 0'Y)
NIIN 1T

However, our Rabbis have yet another
midrash on the word 17, namely,
that we are to sanctify it by uttering
words. So the Rabbis said in the
Mekhilta: "1wTR7: Sanctify it by
reciting a blessing.” ... This is "the
kiddush of the [Shabbat] day," which is
incumbent upon us by law of the
Torah, and is not a mere asmakhta.
Note that the Rabbis said: "Women
are obligated in kiddush by law of the
Torah."



Ramban’s
cutting
remark
about ibn

Ezra
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An explanation like
this can be tolerated
only by someone
who is
unaccustomed to
studying Talmud.



Seforno (1475-1550)
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“Remember the Sabbath day”:
Always remember the Sabbath
while you are doing your work on
weekdays. Like, “Remember what
Amalek did to you” . ..

“To keep it holy”: do this, so that
you will be able to keep it holy.
The Torah warns people to
arrange their affairs in such a way
that it will be possible to refrain

from thinking about them on the
Sabbath.




Rashbam (c.
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The verb, "to remember," always refers to
something from the past. For example
(Deut. 32:7-8) "Remember the days of old
... When the Most High gave nations their
homes." Also (Ex. 13:32\ Remember in the
future — this day, on which you —in the past
— shall have gone free from Egypt."

... Here also the verse means "Remember
that sabbath day that followed the six days
of creation." The text then continues and
explains [how one should remember that
sabbath], as it is written below "For in six
days the LORD made heaven and earth ...."

That is why the text says here: "Remember
the sabbath day" in order "to keep it holy,"
by refraining from work.



Shadal (1800-1865)
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This ”rememberin%” does not mean (as
| wrote in Bikkurei ha-Ittim 5588),
“Remember what you were previously
commanded in the desert of Sin, to
sanctify the sabbath day.” The term
“remembering” (zekhirah) does not
refer exclusively to the past, but is
found also with reference to future
events, as in: “She was not mindful of
[zakherah] her end” (Lam. 1:9); . ..

[Here, too,] zakhor refers to the future...
In other words, “Place the sabbath day
in your heart, so that you anticipate
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when it is coming, in order to sanctify it;
let it not be removed from your heart so
that you profane it out of forgetfulness.”



Shadal (cont.)

7T NPNY YWIT'PN DINNI
,NIXAN NIDY 7D |2V NIN
7NN DTN N'A'Y DYDY
N7 T2 N71L,IN"WY7 "2y
D'YIN NIXND NIXNAN NYY!
1D 127 7R 0O'YU' NIX ,NTNIMN
N2 QTN AWV NIX ‘D
1N [I¥Y NIYYY

The Kiddush that the Sages instituted
is analogous to all the blessings that
are recited in connection with
mitsvot, which the Sages required to
be said just before the performance
of the mitsvah, so that the mitsvah
should not be done by rote; rather,
people should place in their hearts
the idea that God so commanded,
and they should perform the deed
with the intention of doing the will
of the Creator.



