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What does the wise [son] say? ““What are
these testimonies, statutes and judgments
that the Lord our God commanded you?'
(Deuteronomy 6:20)” And accordingly you
will say to him, as per the laws of the
Pesach sacrifice, “We may not eat an
afikoman [a dessert or other foods eaten
after the meal] after [we are finished
eating] the Pesach sacrifice (Mishnah
Pesachim 10:8).”



/Deuteronomy.6.20
/Mishnah_Pesachim.10.8
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What does the evil [son] say? ““What is this worship to
you?’ (Exodus 12:26)” “To you’ and not ‘to him.” And
since he excluded himself from the collective, he denied
a principle [of the Jewish faith]. And accordingly, you
will blunt his teeth and say to him, “’For the sake of this,
did the Lord do [this] for me in my going out of Egypt’
(Exodus 13:8).” ‘For me’ and not ‘for him.” If he had
been there, he would not have been saved.



/Exodus.12.26
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What does the innocent [son] say?
““What is this?’ (Exodus 13:14)” And
you will say to him, “’With the
strength of [His] hand did the Lord
take us out from Egypt, from the
house of slaves' (Exodus 13:14).””



/Exodus.13.14
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And [regarding] the one who doesn't know
to ask, you will open [the conversation] for
him. As it is stated (Exodus 13:8), “And you
will speak to your son on that day saying,
for the sake of this, did the Lord do [this]
for me in my going out of Egypt.”



/Exodus.13.8

We find discussed four sons: a Wise Son, a Wicked Son, a Simple
Son, and a Son Who Does Not Know How to Ask. What does the
Wise Son say: “What is meant by these testimonies, and the
statutes, and the ordinances, which the Lord, our God, has
commanded us?” You, too, must tell him all the detailed regulations
of Passover, for instance, that we do not partake of any dessert after
eating the paschal lamb. What does the Wicked Son say: “What is
this service of yours?” Meaning you, and not himself. Since he
excludes himself from the community, showing that he rejects the
main principle of faith, you should also make him feel uncomfortable
by citing: “This is done because of that which the Lord did to me
when | came out of Egypt.” Me and not him! If he had been there,
he would not have been saved. What does the Simple Son say:
“What is this?” You shall say to him, “By strength of hand the Lord
brought us out of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.” As for the
Son Who Does Not Know How to Ask, you should prompt him, as it
states: “And you shall tell your son on that day, saying, this is
because of what the Lord did to me when | came out of Egypt.”
Alternatively: “What is meant by these testimonies and the
statutes?” Rabbi Eliezer says: From where is it derived that a group
of scholars or students must engage in the laws of Passover until
midnight? That is why [the Torah] states: “What is meant by these
testimonies.”
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Rabbi Hayia taught: the Torah discusses four sons: a
Wise Son, a Wicked Son, a Smallminded Son and a
Son Who Does Not Know How to Ask. What does
the Wise Son say: “What is meant by these
testimonies, and the statutes, and the ordinances,
which the Lord, our God, has commanded us?” You,
too, must tell him: “By strength of hand the Lord
brought us out of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage.” What does the Wicked Son say: “What is
this service of yours?” What is the [reason] for this
busyness that you worry yourselves about all year?
Since he excludes himself from the community, you
should also cite: “This is done because of that which
the Lord did to me when | came out of Egypt.” Me
and not this one! If he had been there, he would not
have never been worthy of saving. What does the
Smallminded Son say: “What is this?” For him you
shall teach the laws of Passover, for instance, that
we do not partake of any dessert after eating the
paschal lamb. This, so he does not join one group
and then another. You shall prompt the Son Who
Does Not Know How to Ask.
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“What is this?” This is a smallminded young son
who cannot comprehend the question. He is
bolixed and asks, therefore: “What is this?” In
another places it states: “What is meant by these
testimonies, and the statutes?” This is the Wise
Son’s question. The Torah addresses four sons: a
Wicked Son, a Son Who Does Not Know How to
Ask, one who asks in a bolixed manner and one
who asks in a wise manner.
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The Torah discusses four sons in four different locations. In each, we find that
there are exactly four types of sons. What does the Wise Son say: “When your
son asks you in time to come, saying: “What is meant by these testimonies,
and the statutes, and the ordinances, which the Lord, our God, has
commanded you?” The Wise Son knows how to speak and ask questions.
Therefore, we ought not say that his question removes him from the
community, though it says “you.” After all, it [also] states “Hashem our Lord.”
He uses “you” in reference to the Exodus in order to speak with [the others].
Similarly, the Wise Son asks: “What is meant by these testimonies, and the
statutes, and the ordinances.” He asks about consuming the hagigah offering
before the paschal lamb, even though the latter is more essential. So you
should rehearse with him the laws of Passover; that we consume the hagigah
before the paschal lamb since we do not partake of any dessert after eating
the paschal lamb.
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For one thing, the Torah discusses four sons. In Ve-Ethanan it is stated:
“When your son asks you in time to come, saying: “What is meant by these
testimonies, and the statutes, and the ordinances, which the Lord, our God,
has commanded you?” This addresses the Wise Son who how to speak and
ask questions with wisdom. Therefore, we ought not say that his question
removes him from the community, though it says “you.” After all, it [also]
states “Hashem our Lord.” He uses “you” in reference to the Exodus in order
to speak with [the others]. Similarly, the Wise Son asks: “What is meant by
these testimonies and the statutes.” He asks about consuming the hagigah
offering before the paschal lamb, even though the latter is more essential.
So you should rehearse with him the laws of Passover; that we consume the
hagigah before the paschal lamb since we do not partake of any dessert
after eating the paschal lamb.

T S

i:'.k'ﬁ._'ﬁi L L T



,”110D YW 773713 NP IARM” ,JRHOORT 7% TI7 297

15 :(27090) 3”13 0°391% 391 N2

DIPM3 TR 10D 23 T 77 R WK WIPKI 13790 TINNX
X7 719 .70D7 NI37 JIWY 1°3°7% 1 ,XI7 10D 1aT Wi
IV 10077 XD 09 IR DRI 7712V a0 L 9IR0Y 7Y 15900
J1712Y 9o

After the destruction of the Temple when there
was no longer a paschal lamb and—perforce, no
need to respond directly about the paschal
slaughter—we needed to instead teach the laws of
Passover. Similarly, the [Wise Son] could no longer
ask: “What is this service?” as there was no
service.
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Zim Haggadah: The Four Sons (Tel Aviv, 1952)

A Hungarian Haggadah (Budapest, 1924)




PAGE TWO

FOREST HiILLS HOME NEWS

There Were Four Sons----

Original drawings reprinted by courtesy of the distinguished artist, Arthur Szyk.

Bveryone is familiar with the Biblieal
gtory of the lestival of Passover — the
anniversary of the emancipation of the
tsraelites from slavery in Egypt. The
Passover Haggadah which recounts this
story also gives us the parable of four
sons of different character and how t_he)‘
react to Lhe story ol our redemption,
They are the wise son, the indifferent or
gimple son, the wicked son, and the un-
informed son who has not even the ca-
pacity (o ask “what all the shooting 18
about.” oa

In these days of universal trial it 1s
fitting, especially during the Passover
ceagon Lo turn to the history ol our
people for wisdom and guldance. When
the whole Jewish people is enduring the
ordeal of fire, the parable oi the four
gons, made significant for our day, can
be a source of strength and inspiration.

The uninformed son of Israel, in this
day and age, is a problem to the rest of
Israel, He who hag not even i close
' enouzh tie to his
heritage to be
able to seek in-
formation about
it is a maladjust-
ed individual and

ties he becomes a less worthy citizen of
this church-going republic. If he has
not been torced into the actual fighting
of this war he is the thoughtless one at
kome who is ready neither to contribute
time nor give money nor share his blood
with those fighting his battle. Thank
the Lord he represents a very liny min-
ority, and even he must be answered on
Passover. He must be set straight
wherever possible. The inspiring Pass-
over story must be brought to his at-
tention, to prove to him that tyranny
must always perish, that right must
eventually triumph, and that sacrifices
made for worthy causes are ultimately
rewarded.

The simple or indifferent son does not
deliberately sabotage the cause for which
his brothers are fighting, but at the same
time he does not
throw himself
with aly enthusi-
asm or convic-
tion into the
fight. Being an
indifferent Jew,
he is slow to real-
ize the danger to
himself as well

* In the Jewish World

IHenrietta Szold, founder of Hadassah, and
the outstanding woman Zionist, died on
February 18th it the nge of 84 in Jerusa-
lem. Ier accomplishments were numerous
and included her pioneering in medical work
in Palestine which resulted in the construe-
tlon of hospltals in the Holy Land. She he-
came the director of the movement which
bhrought and 1s still bhringing Jewish children
to Palestine from Nuzl persecuted lands, The
world, as well as the Jewish people, have suf-
fered o greai loss in the passing of Miss
szold.

There is talk of establishing an American-
Jewish Universitv where there would be no
quotas for Jew or Gentile.

The Jewish Brigade, recently nnthorized by
the British government is alrendy partially
in action. Commanded by Brigadier Krnest
TFrank Bewjamin, 44, Toronto born, the Jow-
ish Brignde Includes men from 53 countries,
all speak Hebrew and are all cither Pales-
tinians or stateless as a result of the war.
They eat only kosher food.. Thelr banner is
o white flag wlth ftwo horlzontal blue
stripes with a blue Star of Davld In the <en-
ter. Brigadier Benjamin suld of his men:
“Phey are all anxious to do what, according
to them, is the only serious duty of any fit
Jew—kill Nazis.”

We listen td a fine radio program Sundays
at noon that is recommended by all critics
including Variety and Mrs. Roosevelt, Tt
is the only dramatized religious program on
the air and presents stories of famous com-



As for the wise son, to him belongs
the world of the future. He fights the
current battle as an American and as
a Jew. He knows
what he is fight-
ing for in both
instanees: He
does not enjoy
the fight but he
knows that in
fighting {for free-
dom and democ-
racy he is fight-
ing for lile itself.
He is a modern Moses, daring all to lead
the world out of its wilderness of
ignorant, hate, and mistrust. He knows
his time, his earthly goods, his very life
itself may have to be used to accomplish
the goal of freedom, and yet he is will-
ing. He has learned that only in the
freedom of ALIL people—Jews, Chinese,
Negroes, Indians—can there Dbe assur-
ance of freedom for ANY people. He
has learned that the price of liberty is
eternal vigilance and abounding faith.
He has learned the Passover lesson,

The lesson of the four sons is a lesson
for all ages. The choice as to which
son he will be lies in each man’s hands.
Which son are you—the uninformed, the
wicked, the indifferent, or the wise? It
is best to be the wise.

The wicked son is difficult to talk to
or to influence. If he has been forced
into the present conflict he goes about
his duties uncon-
vinced. He sees
no good coming
out of all the sac-
rifice and the
toil. He has no
pride in being a
Jew and sees no
future in it. The
slanders againsti £
ng he is ready to :
helieve and he can even partially justify
the crimes committed against us. He
believes that in being less of a Jew he
becomes more of an American, whereas

in reality, in relinguishing his religious

ties he becomesg a less worthy citizen of
this church-going republic. It he has
not been forced into the actual fighting
of this war he is the thoughtless one at
kome who is ready neither to contribute
time nor give money nor share his blood
with those fighting his battle. Thank
the Lord he represents a very tiny min-
ority, and even he must be answered on
Passover. He must be set straight
wherever possible. The inspiring Pass-
over story must be brought to his at-
tention, to prove to him that tyranny
must always perish, that right must
eventually triumph, and that sacrifices
made for worthy causes are ultimately
rewarded.




The simple or indifferent son does not
deliberately sabotage the cause for which
his brothers are fighting, but at the same

time he does not
throw  himself
with ally enthusi-
asm 01 convic-
tion into the
fight. Being an
indifferent Jew,
he is slow to real-
ize the danger to
himself as well
. i as to his fellow
Jews when rabble rousers malign the
members of his faith, when the world
looks on in indifference while his people
are exterminated, and when solemn
promises to restore Palestine to the Jews
are casually broken. It is his informed
brother’s duty to rouse the indifferent
son to a positive, alert attitude, by re-
peating to him at Passover time the
story of Pharoah and the Israelites —
how we f{reed ourselves from bondage
and made ourselves into a sell-respect-
ing people.
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“about.”
In these days of universal trial it is
fitting, especially during the Passover
seagon Lo turn to the history of our
‘people tor wisdom and guldance. When
‘the whole Jewish people is enduring the
‘ordeal of fire, the parable of the four
‘sons, made significant for our day, can
‘be a source of strength and inspiration.
The uninformed son of Israel, in this
day and age, is a problem to the rest of
Israel, He who has not even a cloge
~ enough tie to his

heritage to be

able to seek in-

formation about

it is a maladjust-

ed individual and

a menace to the

rest of us. Jor

him, says the

_ Haggadah, th e

SR only  solution s
%g, make himn aware of the problems and
then answer them for him. We must
make him aware of the precarious posi-
tion of the remnunt of our people who
survive in Europe. We must point to
the historical identification of the Jew-
ish people with the land of Palestine and
then show what forces still lie in the
path of our building a Jewish common-
wealth there. We must disabuse him of
the notion that the current war is a war

« of retribution for the wrongs committed

against the Jewish people, and show him
the enslavement of all mankind has been
the issue at stake, that democracy and
equality and freedom are not meaning-
less catch-phrases but living goals which
this current struggle may yet achieve

" for the human race. The uninformed son

of Isracl may he self-conscious, self-hat-
ing, troubled man, and Passover is the
time to remind him of his glorious past
and his equally promising tuture, which
is bound up so irtimately with the suc-
cess of the United Nations cause.




The process is reflected in an interpretation of the Four
Sons of the Passover Hagaddah. One interpretation
views these sons not as individual children but as
generations. The first generation is wise, so to speak.
He is committed to halachic Judaism; the second rebels
and moves away. The third generation is “simple,”
confused between the parent who does not observe
and the grandparents who do. The fourth generation is
so far removed, it does not even know how to ask a
guestion. And the fifth son, his generation is no longer
at the Passover seder at all. He has totally assimilated.

Faranak Margolese, Off the Derech, 24.

WHY OBSERVANT JEWS
LEAVE JUDAISM

DERECY

How To Respond
To The Challenge

‘aranak Margolese




Rabbi Shlomo Riskin, The Passover Haggadah (New York: Ktav, 1983), 61

According to a delightful interpretation ascribed to the former Lubavitcher Rebbe,
Rabbi Joseph Isaac Schneersohn (1880-1950), the Four Children represent the four
generations of the American experience. The Wise Child represents the European
roots, the generation of the grandparents who came to America with beard and
earlocks, dressed in streimel and kapote, steeped in piety, with a love for learning
and profound knowledge of the Jewish tradition.

Their progeny (the Wicked Child), brought up within the American “melting pot,”
rejected his parent’s customs and ways of thought. He thought of himself as being in
a new country with new ways of thinking and acting. To him, the parents were terribly
old-fashioned and a bit foolish for not immediately adopting the new ways, which
seemed more easygoing and profitable. Turning his back on the glories of the Jewish
tradition, this child often became successful in business but was cynical in his outlook.

The third generation, the Simple Child is confused. He watched his grandfather
making Kiddush on Friday night and his father standing by silently, perhaps
resentfully, impatient to prepare for business on Saturday morning. The memory of
this grandfather, though strong at one time, is fading, and so the confused Simple Child
can only ask "NXT Nn" -- caught as he is in the conflict between his grandfather and his
father.

The fourth generation, the Child Who Does Not Know How to Ask, offspring of the
Simple Child, is the greatest tragedy of all. He was born after his great-grandparents
had died. He knows only his totally assimilated grandfather, the rasha, and his
religiously confused father. He does not even know how to ask questions. This is our
mute American generation, the generation of the child who thought it was someone’s
birthday when she saw her great-grandmother lighting the festival candles. The only
time this child has seen candles being lit was on birthdays. She did not even know how
to ask. We are now being challenged to open our great heritage to this generation
which lost it without ever knowing what it had possessed.



Philip R. Alstat, “Passover in Our Time,” Jewish Week (March 29, 1975): 15

The Wise Son in the Haggadah is a person who possesses an open mind and
great natural intelligence but is wholly uninformed about the significance of
Passover and the ritual prescribed for its celebration ... Fortunately, the
solution suggested in the Haggadah. “do thou inform him,” is proving to be
efficacious. The Jewish intellectuals who have visited Israel—the Jewish
scientists attending congresses at the Weizmann Institute of Science, Jewish
professors lecturing at Israel's universities, Jewish medical specialists
demonstrating at the Hadassah Hospital, our musical virtuosi concertizing
before Israeli audiences—have all come away Jewishly inspired and
transformed. The lingering Jewish spark within their souls, long dormant, is
beginning to glow again with ever increasing intensity.

The Wicked Son in the Haggadah is pictured as a person who is skeptical,
cynical and resistant to the ideal of national redemption ... His modern
counterparts should be recognized instantly as the American Council for
Judaism whose psycho-pathology has been diagnosed as a complex of self-
hate. Its spokesmen act more wicked than their prototype in the Haggadah

The Simple Son, as portrayed in the Haggadah, is neither cynical nor hostile
but merely uninformed ... His modern counterparts are unsophisticated
Jewish masses whose workaday chores leave them no time or energy for
involvement in any of the conflicting “isms.” But, be it said to their credit,
that their simplicity is coupled with common sense and unerring intuition,
so that when Israel is in need of material and moral support they respond
with enthusiasm and generosity.

One Too Young to Inquire obviously refers to a child. For a son of this age the
author of the Haggadah urged that his father or elders take the initiative, as
enjoined in the Torah (Exodus 13:8). "And thou shalt tell thy son.” How this
should be done was demonstrated by Baron Edmond de Rothschild (1845-
1934) who will go down in Jewish history as the Nadiv Ha-yodua (the noted
philanthropist) who fathered and supported the first Jewish settlements and
industries in Palestine.




