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Almighty! King! Who sits on the throne of mercy, governs with kindness
forgives the iniquities of His people. He removes their sins one by one,
increasing forgiveness to sinners, and pardon to transgressors. Acting
righteously with all who are of flesh and spirit; not according to their
wickedness does He repay them. Almighty! You instructed us to recite the
thirteen Divine attributes; and remember unto us this day the covenant of
thirteen Divine attributes, as You made them known to the humble
Moshe of old, as it is written, “And Adonoy descended in the cloud, and

stood with him there, and proclaimed the Name, Adonoy.
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Then M said to Moses, “Set out from here, you and the people that
you have brought up from the land of Egypt, to the land of which I
swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, “To your offspring will I
give it— I will send a messenger before you, and I will drive out the
Canaanites, the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and
the Jebusites— a land flowing with milk and honey. But I will not go

in your midst, since you are a stiffnecked people, lest I destroy you on

the way.” When the people heard this harsh word, they went into
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mourning, and none put on finery. M’ said to Moses, “Say to the
Israelite people, “You are a stiffnecked people. If I were to go in your
midst for one moment, I would destroy you. Now, then, leave off
your finery, and I will consider what to do to you.”” So the Israelites
remained stripped of their finery from Mount Horeb on. Now Moses
would take the Tent and pitch it outside the camp, at some distance
from the camp. It was called the Tent of Meeting, and whoever
sought M would go out to the Tent of Meeting that was outside the
camp. Whenever Moses went out to the Tent, all the people would
rise and stand, at the entrance of each tent, and gaze after Moses until
he had entered the Tent. And when Moses entered the Tent, the pillar
of cloud would descend and stand at the entrance of the Tent, while
[God] spoke with Moses. When all the people saw the pillar of cloud
poised at the entrance of the Tent, all the people would rise and bow
low, at the entrance of each tent. M would speak to Moses face to
face, as one person speaks to another. And he would then return to
the camp; but his attendant, Joshua son of Nun, [serving as] deputy,
would not stir out of the Tent. Moses said to M, “See, You say to
me, ‘Lead this people forward,” but You have not made known to me
whom You will send with me. Further, You have said, ‘T have singled
you out by name, and you have, indeed, gained My favor.” Now, if I
have truly gained Your favor, pray let me know Your ways, that I may
know You and continue in Your favor. Consider, too, that this nation

is Your people.” And [God] said, “I will go in the lead and will
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lighten your burden.” And he replied, “Unless You go in the lead, do
not make us leave this place. For how shall it be known that Your
people have gained Your favor unless You go with us, so that we may
be distinguished, Your people and I, from every people on the face of
the earth?” And M7 said to Moses, “I will also do this thing that you
have asked; for you have truly gained My favor and I have singled
you out by name.” He said, “Oh, let me behold Your Presence!” And
[God] answered, “I will make all My goodness pass before you, and I
will proclaim before you the name M, and the grace that I grant
and the compassion that I show,” continuing, “But you cannot see
My face, for a human being may not see Me and live.” And M’ said,
“See, there is a place near Me. Station yourself on the rock and, as
My Presence passes by, I will put you in a cleft of the rock and shield
you with My hand until I have passed by. Then I will take My hand

away and you will see My back; but My face must not be seen.”
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M said to Moses: “Carve two tablets of stone like the first, and |
will inscribe upon the tablets the words that were on the first tablets,
which you shattered. Be ready by morning, and in the morning come
up to Mount Sinai and present yourself there to Me, on the top of
the mountain. No one else shall come up with you, and no one else
shall be seen anywhere on the mountain; neither shall the flocks and

the herds graze at the foot of this mountain.” So Moses carved two
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tablets of stone, like the first, and early in the morning he went up on
Mount Sinai, as M had commanded him, taking the two stone
tablets with him. M7 came down in a cloud—and stood with him
there, proclaiming the name M .M passed before him and
proclaimed: “Imm !m7* a God compassionate and gracious, slow to
anger, abounding in kindness and faithfulness, extending kindness to
the thousandth generation, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin
—yet not remitting all punishment, but visiting the iniquity of
parents upon children and children’s children, upon the third and
fourth generations.” Moses hastened to bow low to the ground in
homage, and said, “If I have gained Your favor, O my lord, pray, let
my lord go in our midst, even though this is a stiffnecked people.
Pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for Your own!” [God]
said: I hereby make a covenant. Before all your people I will work
such wonders as have not been wrought on all the earth or in any
nation; and all the people who are with you shall see how awesome

are M’s deeds which I will perform for you.
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§ The verse states: “And the Lord passed by before him, and
proclaimed” (Exodus 34:6). Rabbi Yohanan said: Were it not
explicitly written in the verse, it would be impossible to say this, as
it would be insulting to God’s honor. The verse teaches that the
Holy One, Blessed be He, wrapped Himself in a prayer shawl like a
prayer leader and showed Moses the structure of the order of the
prayer. He said to him: Whenever the Jewish people sin, let them
act before Me in accordance with this order. Let the prayer leader
wrap himself in a prayer shawl and publicly recite the thirteen

attributes of mercy, and I will forgive them.
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He explains: Rather, the meaning is that one should follow the
attributes of the Holy One, Blessed be He. He provides several
examples. Just as He clothes the naked, as it is written: “And the
Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skin, and
clothed them” (Genesis 3:21), so too, should you clothe the naked.
Just as the Holy One, Blessed be He, visits the sick, as it is written
with regard to God’s appearing to Abraham following his
circumcision: “And the Lord appeared unto him by the terebinths
of Mamre” (Genesis 18:1), so too, should you visit the sick. Just as
the Holy One, Blessed be He, consoles mourners, as it is written:
“And it came to pass after the death of Abraham, that God blessed
Isaac his son” (Genesis 25:11), so too, should you console
mourners. Just as the Holy One, Blessed be He, buried the dead,
as it is written: “And he was buried in the valley in the land of

Moab” (Deuteronomy 34:6), so too, should you bury the dead.
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Rav Zutra bar Tovia said that Rav said: God says: May it be My
will that My mercy will overcome My anger towards Israel for their
transgressions, and may My mercy prevail over My other attributes
through which Israel is punished, and may I conduct myself toward
My children, Israel, with the attribute of mercy, and may I enter

before them beyond the letter of the law.
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