How TANAKH
Evolved

* AUTHORSHIP

* MASORETIC TEXT

* INTERPRETATION (TRANSLATIONS
& COMMENTARIES)
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TORAH

Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy

PROPHETS

(early)
Joshua

Judges

Samuel (1-2)
Kings (1-2)

(later)

Isaiah

Jeremiah
Ezekiel

Minor Prophets

WRITINGS
(major)
Psalms

Proverbs
Job

(minor)

Song of Songs
Ruth
Lamentations
Ecclesiastes
Esther

Daniel
Ezra (Nehemiah)
Chronicles (1-2)
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Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephanian




2 TINY T 97 RINA X122 NOON 922 TINON
BT Baba Batra 14b

Our Rabbis taught: The order of the YWINY 1 DRI HY 1170 ,77N

Prophets is, Joshua, Judges, Samuel, N7, 07997 HRINY , DV

Kings, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Isaiah, and ’ . s :
the Twelve Minor Prophets... ... 0Y DNV YWY ORPINN

The order of the Hagiographa is Ruth, ;09NN 9901 M7 :D’2IN) YV 170
the Book of Psalms, Job, Prophets, DVN Y ,NYNP LYV PR

Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, RITY ,ANOR NN HRNIT M)
Lamentations, Daniel and the Scroll of 0N’ 1T

Esther, Ezra and Chronicles...



Let us examine this. Hosea came first, as it is written,
“God spoke first to Hosea.” But did God speak first to
Hosea? Were there not many prophets between
Moses and Hosea? R. Johanan, however, has explained
that [what It means is that] he was the first of the four
prophets who prophesied at that period, namely,

7YWINA N 92T NHYNN” 12N T ,D0TP YWVIN 1TIN
YWIN TV NWNN RO 275NN 92T YyWIn DY N
NYIIRY NONN NYNY 1IN 978 11D DRI NN
YVIN 10 1YRY ;77970 INIRD INIMY DIRYI)
.12°0) DINY NPV

Hosea, Isaiah, Amos and Micah.

Should not then Hosea come first? — Since his
prophecy is written along with those of Haggai,
Zechariah and Malachi, and Haggai, Zechariah and
Malachi came at the end of the prophets, he is
reckoned with them. But why should he not be written
separately and placed first? — Since his book is so
small, it might be lost [if copied separately].

Let us see again. Isaiah was prior to Jeremiah and
Ezekiel. Then why should not Isaiah be placed first? —
Because the Book of Kings ends with a record of
destruction and Jeremiah speaks throughout of
destruction and Ezekiel commences with destruction
and ends with consolation and Isaiah is full of
consolation; therefore we put destruction next to
destruction and consolation next to consolation.
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Who wrote the Scriptures? — Moses wrote his 212N0 M
own book and the portion of Balaam and Job.

Joshua wrote the book which bears his name and ;AR DY NYWIN 1790 INd VN
[the last] eight verses of the Pentateuch. Samuel ) .
wrote the book which bears his name and the 111NV D703 DY) 130 2N YUIN

MMDaV'dWWBMWWbN1DU’

of Psalms, including in it the work of the elders,

namely, Adam Melchizedek, Abraham, Moses, DTR P :0NIPT NIVY M"Y DIHNAN 90 aNd M7
Heman, Yeduthun, Asaph, and the three sons of ,AVN 7YY DNIAR YT HPY PN 950 T HY PIVURIN
Korah. Jeremiah wrote the book which bears his NYVHY T HPYY QORI HVY I 2PY 1000 T O
name, the Book of Kings, and Lamentations. HARIPRA!
Hezekiah and his colleagues wrote (Mnemonic

YMSHK)2 Isaiah, Proverbs, the Song of Songs and ;TP 22910 7901 17290 INd PR
Ecclesiastes. The Men of the Great Assembly B

wrote (Mnemonic KNDG) Ezekiel, the Twelve VY 70N ,YY? (27D YY) 12N NP0 YpIN
Minor Prophets, Daniel and the Scroll of Esther. ;NP DYV
Ezra wrote the book that bears hi_s name and jche DIWY YRPINY (AP0 3 11P) 12N 9N DI VIR
genealogies of the Book of Chronicles up to his “ANOR N9/ HRIT ,TVY

own time... And who completed it? Nehemiah...

IRNY .19 TY DN 2T HW DY 1D aND RITY
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Mosaic authorship of Torah

NNYW NNINRIA PHRRN NN
1T DNY NINND NIND HOvw

DYVN 1HY 1127 NVNY NHMIN RN
I believe with perfect faith
that the entire Torah now in our hands
is the same one that was given to Moses, our teacher,
peace be upon him




R TINY 10 97 RIN2 X122 NOON Y23 TINHN

The Master has said: Joshua wrote the
book which bears his name and the
last eight verses of the Pentateuch.
This statement is in agreement with
the authority who says that eight
verses in the Torah were written by DYPI0 NNNY :INRT RN RN
Joshua, as it has been taught: [It is 1219 YWIN’ 17NV

written], So Moses the servant of the
Lord died there. Now is it possible that ~ TWAR -”'N 71y NVN DY NNN" :INT

Moses being dead could have written 70VN DY NN 2Ny [PN] hn hwn

the words, ‘Moses died there’? The
) , )
truth is, however, that up to this point aND T2'R) RN ,NVN 2N IR TY ,ROR

Moses wrote, from this point Joshua AN
wrote.

NINWI 1790 2N YWIN N IR
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Y 779 1P3TNIO N2oON D”2n7Y NWYWNN Wi
The eighth principle is the divine origin  .D"WN 1N NN RIN 21PNVH TIOM

of the Torah.

That is to say, we are required to

believe that the entire Torah as it is W NIND YV PARIY LRI
found among us today is the Torah that  A9IY0 XD AT DD 1°T'2 NIRYNIN
was given to Moses; that it is entirely a1 7919 RIAW) ,nvmb =317

of divine origin; i.e., that it was

y PV
transmitted to us in its entirety from 1213 1P MYHNY 10123 ,ANN

God in a manner that is called— TIT 9P DMIR DNPY NYIN ‘N NRN
metaphorically—speech. ,N2T NORVIN
No one, however, knows the essence ROR NPIND NNIR MR YTV PRI
of that transmission except him who JOR NYNN VR DIYVN 1YY RIN
received it,



[Moses] was in lieu of an amanuensis who
received dictation and records it all: its
chronologies, narratives and
commandments; wherefore he is called a
legislator.™

. 185 1PIPW 1535 nHyna RINWY)
,1771907 ,7197IRN 1Y amd XM
FDDINN RIPL I ,710MINm

There is no difference, then, between
“The sons of Ham were Kush,” “His wife’s
name was Mehetavel,” and “l am the Lord,
your God” and “Hear O’ Israel...”

Everything originates from God and the
entire divine Torah, then, is perfect, pure,
sacred and true.

* In Hebrew, py71inn, literally, an engraver.
Elsewhere, the verbal root H-K-K extends from
engraving to writing, as in: N7 7Y AN Kia NNY
NP0 190 7V1 DX “Now, come and write it with
them upon a tablet and engrave it in a book”
Elsaiah 30:8). We note that in the ancient Near

ast, codes of law were either engraved in stone
or inscribed on damp clay tablets.
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Manasseh was deemed a greater
Eeret'c aRd {Leethr']':ﬁr g]cf]” an ‘;\ther AN IPI9) 1917 DYXR NVIN NYYI RYY
ecause he thought that the 1ora N7IN2 YW 2WNY Y95 ROR ,INR 9919 YIn

¢ PR D00 DI IRNN DYRVYY ;7857 TIn

the date§ and stories are p0|.ntless and DINR AMPYTN AV , 073 NYYIN
were written by Moses on his own.

This is the meaning of “Torah is not ) )
from heaven” [for which one loses a DNV N AND PR PIY 1IN
share in the World to Come].

Namely, that is one who says that the an 1919 NINN HIV INIRN RINY ,1INR

whole Torah is divine save for one ;172N 1INR RHY TNR PI10an YIin ,n"apn
verse that was not dictated by God, 997 99”7 R0 DI INNY 29N DwN ROR
but Moses wrote it. Such a one ”.n1a

“ridicules the word of God.”



"RJR DM2T RITY AR
lbn Ezra Dt. 1:1

If you understand the secret of D) ,IVY DVH T P2N DR
the twelve and also that of “So (0:R DM2T) "HYN 1NN

"And the Canaanite was then in {37 I7ON2) Ppisa 1 upiome
,(T7:272 PYRIL) "NRT Y N2

the Land” (Gen. 12:6); “In the "y e "
mount where the Lord is seen” (R™:3 0727) Ty mm
(Gen. 22:14); and “behold, his JINRN 0N
bedstead was a bedstead of iron”

(Deut. 3:11);

then you will recognize the truth.




R 0MAT RTY AR
lbn Ezra Dt. 34:1

| believe that Joshua wrote from 109N NN 3 NPT 2aY — nwn HN
this verse onward, YWY and

for Moses did not descend [to T RY NWN NYYY INR 2D

write] after he ascended.
$TYM I2ANI AR TITY

7 PIRN 52 DR PRI
(7077 0727) "VOR M R

Joshua wrote prophetically.
“And the Lord showed him;”

“And the Lord said unto him” (v. 4);
.-t ” i
and also, “And he buried him” (v. 6) (1777 ©1127) "INR 72pN“ D)

are proof.



e Dt. 31:9: "% "2 Dandn SR MR NRID NIPD DR NYH ahdn:Moses
could not have given the priests a complete Torah in his lifetime since
it was incomplete even at his death.

o Gen. 12:6: yR2 ™R 71v190): If the Torah notes that the Canaanites were
in the land “then,” i.e., when Abraham first arrived, there is a
concomitant implication that they were no longer there at the time of
its writing—and that is not true of Moses;

o Gen. 22:14: PR M 02 DD MR IWYR: Only after Jerusalem was
selected as the site of the Temple (in the era of David) could Moriah
be called “the mountain on which God would appear;” and

e Dt. 3:11: 1y 732 n272 R0 770 2112 VY WY MN: In Moses’ lifetime,
no Israelite could have seen Og’s bedstead in Amman and reported its
dimensions. Historically, it is only in the era of King David (!) that the
Israelites penetrated as far east as Rabbat Ammon.




Joseph Bonfils (7uv Elem), a 14" century

Spanish scholar whose NIY9 N1AX is a super-
commentary on Ibn Ezra.

SINR R IHIANOW O AN L,NVN I1IANOY Y N
. IRI212 DAY DNRR 1Y MaT HIRIN

“What does it matter whether [the
problematic verses| were written by Moses or
by another prophet, as long as they are all
truly prophetic words?”




