
How TANAKH 
Evolved

• AUTHORSHIP

• CANONIZATION

• MASORETIC TEXT

• INTERPRETATION (TRANSLATIONS 
& COMMENTARIES)



הרות

תישארב
תומש
ארקיו
רבדנב
םירבד

םיאיבנ

עשוהי
םיטפוש
)ב-א( לאומש
)ב-א(  םיכלמ

והיעשי
והימרי
לאקזחי

רשע-ירת

םיבותכ

םילהת
ילשמ
בויא

םירישה ריש
תור
הכיא
תלהק
רתסא

לאינד
)הימחנ( ארזע
)ב-א( םימיה ירבד



TORAH

Genesis
Exodus 
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy

PROPHETS
(early)
Joshua
Judges
Samuel (1-2)
Kings (1-2)

(later)
Isaiah
Jeremiah
Ezekiel
Minor Prophets

WRITINGS
(major)
Psalms
Proverbs
Job

(minor)
Song of Songs
Ruth
Lamentations
Ecclesiastes
Esther

Daniel
Ezra (Nehemiah)
Chronicles (1-2)





ב דומע די ףד ארתב אבב תכסמ ילבב דומלת
BT Baba Batra 14b

Our Rabbis taught: The order of the 
Prophets is, Joshua, Judges, Samuel, 
Kings, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Isaiah, and 
the Twelve Minor Prophets…

The order of the Hagiographa is Ruth, 
the Book of Psalms, Job, Prophets, 
Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, 
Lamentations, Daniel and the Scroll of 
Esther, Ezra and Chronicles…

 עשוהי :םיאיבנ לש ןרדס ,ר"ת
 הימרי ,םיכלמו לאומש ,םיטפושו
…רשע םינשו היעשי ,לאקזחיו

 ,םילהת רפסו תור :םיבותכ לש ןרדיס
 םירישה ריש ,תלהק ,ילשמו בויאו
 ארזע ,רתסא תליגמו לאינד ,תוניקו
 ...םימיה ירבדו



Let us examine this. Hosea came first, as it is written, 
“God spoke first to Hosea.” But did God speak first to 
Hosea? Were there not many prophets between 
Moses and Hosea? R. Johanan, however, has explained 
that [what It means is that] he was the first of the four 
prophets who prophesied at that period, namely, 
Hosea, Isaiah, Amos and Micah. 

Should not then Hosea come first? — Since his 
prophecy is written along with those of Haggai, 
Zechariah and Malachi, and Haggai, Zechariah and 
Malachi came at the end of the prophets, he is 
reckoned with them. But why should he not be written 
separately and placed first? — Since his book is so 
small, it might be lost [if copied separately]. 

Let us see again. Isaiah was prior to Jeremiah and 
Ezekiel. Then why should not Isaiah be placed first? —
Because the Book of Kings ends with a record of 
destruction and Jeremiah speaks throughout of 
destruction and Ezekiel commences with destruction 
and ends with consolation and Isaiah is full of 
consolation; therefore we put destruction next to 
destruction and consolation next to consolation.

  ".עשוהב 'ה רבד תלחת" :ביתכד ,םידק עשוה ידכמ
 עשוה דעו השממ אלהו ?הלחת רבד עשוה םע יכו
 העבראל הלחת היהש :ןנחוי ר"או !ויה םיאיבנ המכ
 עשוה :ןה ולאו ,קרפה ותואב ואבנתנש םיאיבנ
 .הכימו סומע ,היעשיו

 יבג היתאובנ ביתכד ןויכ !אשירב עשוהל הימדקילו
 םיאיבנ ףוס יכאלמו הירכז יגחו ,יכאלמו הירכז יגח
 !הימדקילו הידוחל היבתכילו .והיידהב היל בישח ,ווה
 .סכרימ רטוזד ידייא

 היעשיל הימדקיל ,לאקזחיו הימרימ םידק היעשי ידכמ
 הילוכ הימריו אנברוח היפוס םיכלמד ןויכ !אשירב
 ,אתמחנ היפיסו אנברוח הישיר לאקזחיו ,אנברוח
 אנברוחל אנברוח ןניכמס ,אתמחנ הילוכ היעשיו
.אתמחנל אתמחנו



Who wrote the Scriptures? — Moses wrote his 
own book and the portion of Balaam and Job. 
Joshua wrote the book which bears his name and 
[the last] eight verses of the Pentateuch. Samuel
wrote the book which bears his name and the 
Book of Judges and Ruth. David wrote the Book 
of Psalms, including in it the work of the elders, 
namely, Adam, Melchizedek, Abraham, Moses, 
Heman, Yeduthun, Asaph, and the three sons of 
Korah. Jeremiah wrote the book which bears his 
name, the Book of Kings, and Lamentations. 
Hezekiah and his colleagues wrote (Mnemonic 
YMSHK)2 Isaiah, Proverbs, the Song of Songs and 
Ecclesiastes. The Men of the Great Assembly 
wrote (Mnemonic KNDG) Ezekiel, the Twelve 
Minor Prophets, Daniel and the Scroll of Esther. 
Ezra wrote the book that bears his name and the 
genealogies of the Book of Chronicles up to his 
own time… And who completed it? Nehemiah…

 ?ןבתכ ימו

 ;בויאו םעלב תשרפו ורפס בתכהשמ

 ;הרותבש םיקוספ הנומשו ורפס בתכעשוהי

 ;תורו םיטפושו ורפס בתכלאומש

 םדא י"ע :םינקז הרשע י"ע םילהת רפס בתכדוד
 ,השמ י"עו ,םהרבא ידי לעו ,קדצ יכלמ ידי לע ,ןושארה
 השלש ידי לעו ,ףסא ידי לעו ,ןותודי י"עו ,ןמיה ידי לעו
 ;חרק ינב

 ;תוניקו םיכלמ רפסו ורפס בתכהימרי

 ריש ,ילשמ ,היעשי )ןמיס ק"שמי( ובתכ ותעיסוהיקזח
 ;תלהקו םירישה

 םינשו לאקזחי )ןמיס ג"דנק( ובתכ הלודגה תסנכ ישנא
 ;רתסא תליגמו לאינד ,רשע

 ןאמו …ול דע םימיה ירבד לש סחיו ורפס בתכארזע
 .הילכח ןב הימחנ ?היקסא



Mosaic authorship of Torah

המלשהנומאבןימאמינא
,ונידיבהתעהיוצמההרותהלכש
.םולשהוילעוניברהשמלהנותנהאיה

I believe with perfect faith 
that the entire Torah now in our hands 
is the same one that was given to Moses, our teacher, 
peace be upon him



א דומע וט ףד ארתב אבב תכסמ ילבב דומלת

The Master has said: Joshua wrote the 
book which bears his name and the 
last eight verses of the Pentateuch. 
This statement is in agreement with 
the authority who says that eight 
verses in the Torah were written by 
Joshua, as it has been taught: [It is 
written], So Moses the servant of the 
Lord died there. Now is it possible that 
Moses being dead could have written 
the words, ‘Moses died there’? The 
truth is, however, that up to this point 
Moses wrote, from this point Joshua 
wrote. 

 הנומשו ורפס בתכ עשוהי :רמ רמא
.הרותבש םיקוספ

 םיקוספ הנומש :רמאד ןאמכ אינת
 ,ןבתכ עשוהי הרותבש

 רשפא-" 'ה דבע השמ םש תמיו" :'ינתד
 ?השמ םש תמיו בתכו ]יח[ תמ השמ

 בתכ ךליאו ןאכמ ,השמ בתכ ןאכ דע ,אלא
.עשוהי



י קרפ ןירדהנס תכסמ ם"במרל הנשמה שוריפ
The eighth principle is the divine origin 
of the Torah. 

That is to say, we are required to 
believe that the entire Torah as it is 
found among us today is the Torah that 
was given to Moses; that it is entirely 
of divine origin; i.e., that it was 
transmitted to us in its entirety from 
God in a manner that is called—
metaphorically—speech. 

No one, however, knows the essence 
of that transmission except him who 
received it, 

 .םימשה ןמ הרות אוה ינימשה דוסיהו

 וזה הרותה לכש ןימאנש ,אוהו
 הרותה איה הזה םויה ונידיב תאצמנה
 יפמ הלוכ איהשו ,השמל הנתינש
 הלוכ וילע העיגהש רמולכ ,הרובגה
 ךרד לע התוא םירוקש העגה 'ה תאמ
 ,רובד הלאשהה

 אלא העגהה התוא תוכיא עדוי ןיאו
 ,וילא העיגה רשא םולשה וילע אוה



[Moses] was in lieu of an amanuensis who 
received dictation and records it all: its 
chronologies, narratives and 
commandments; wherefore he is called a 
legislator.* 
There is no difference, then, between 
“The sons of Ham were Kush,” “His wife’s 
name was Mehetavel,” and “I am the Lord, 
your God” and “Hear O’ Israel…” 
Everything originates from God and the 
entire divine Torah, then, is perfect, pure, 
sacred and true.
* In Hebrew, קקוחמ , literally, an engraver. 
Elsewhere, the verbal root H-K-K extends from 
engraving to writing, as in: ַחַוּל לעַ הּבָתְכָ אוֹבּ התָּע 

הּקָּחֻ רפֶסֵ לעְַו םתָּאִ “Now, come and write it with 
them upon a tablet and engrave it in a book” 
(Isaiah 30:8). We note that in the ancient Near 
East, codes of law were either engraved in stone 
or inscribed on damp clay tablets.

   .וינפל ןירוקש רלבל תלעמב אוהשו
,הירופסו,היכיראת:הלוכ בתוכ אוהו
 .*קקוחמ ארקנ ךכו ,היתוצמו

 םירצמו שוכ םח ינבו" ןיב לדבה ןיאו
 תב לאבטיהמ ותשא םשו"",ןענכו טופו
 'ה לארשי עמש"ו",'ה יכנא" וא",דרטמ
”.דחא 'ה וניהלא
,המימת;'ה תרות לכהו,הרובגה יפמ לכה
.תמא,השודק,הרוהט



Manasseh was deemed a greater 
heretic and freethinker than any other 
because he thought that the Torah 
consisted of essence and shell, and that 
the dates and stories are pointless and 
were written by Moses on his own.

This is the meaning of “Torah is not 
from heaven” [for which one loses a 
share in the World to Come].

Namely, that is one who says that the 
whole Torah is divine save for one 
verse that was not dictated by God, 
but Moses wrote it. Such a one 
“ridicules the word of God.” 

 רתוי רקופו רפוכ םלצא השנמ השענ אלו
 הרותב שיש בשחש יפל אלא ,רחא רפוכ לכמ
 ןיא םירופסהו םיכיראתה ולאשו ,הפלקו ךות
.םרמא ותעדמ השמו ,םהב תלעות

 ".םימשה ןמ הרות ןיא" ןינע והזו

 יפמ הלוכ הרותה לכש רמואה אוהש ,ורמא
 ,ה"בקה ורמא אלש דחא קוספמ ץוח ,ה"בקה
 'ה רבד יכ" אוה הזו .ומצע יפמ השמ אלא
".הזב



’א:'א םירבד ארזע ןבא
Ibn Ezra Dt. 1:1

If you understand the secret of 
the twelve and also that of “So 
Moses wrote” (Deut. 31:22); 
“And the Canaanite was then in 
the Land” (Gen. 12:6); “In the 
mount where the Lord is seen” 
(Gen. 22:14); and “behold, his 
bedstead was a bedstead of iron” 
(Deut. 3:11); 
then you will recognize the truth.

םג ,רשע םינשה דוס ןיבת םאו

 ,)'ט:א"ל םירבד(”השמ בותכיו“
 ,)'ו:ב"י תישארב(”ץראב זא ינענכהו“
 ,)ד"י:ב"כ תישארב(”הארי י"י רהב“
 ,)א"י:'ג םירבד(”ושרע הנהו“

.תמאה ריכת



’א:ד"ל םירבד ארזע ןבא
Ibn Ezra Dt. 34:1

I believe that Joshua wrote from 
this verse onward, 
for Moses did not descend [to 
write] after he ascended. 
Joshua wrote prophetically. 
“And the Lord showed him;” 
“And the Lord said unto him” (v. 4);
and also, “And he buried him” (v. 6) 
are proof.

 קוספה הזמ יכ :יתעד יפל– השמ לעיו
 ,עשוהי בתכ

 ,דרי אל השמ הלעש רחא יכ

 :דעהו .ובתכ האובנ ךרדבו
”,ץראה לכ תא י"י והאריו“

 ,)'ד:ד"ל םירבד(”וילא י"י רמאיו“

.)'ו:ד"ל םירבד(”ותא רבקיו“ םג



• Dt. 31:9: יוִלֵינֵבְּםינִהֲכֹּהַלאֶהּנָתְּיִּוַתאזֹּהַהרָוֹתּהַתאֶהשֶׁמֹבתֹּכְיִּוַ: Moses
could not have given the priests a complete Torah in his lifetime since
it was incomplete even at his death.

• Gen. 12:6: ץרֶאָבָּזאָינִעֲנַכְּהַוְ : If the Torah notes that the Canaanites were
in the land “then,” i.e., when Abraham first arrived, there is a
concomitant implication that they were no longer there at the time of
its writing—and that is not true of Moses;

• Gen. 22:14: האֶרָיֵקוָקֹיְרהַבְּםוֹיּהַרמֵאָיֵרשֶׁאֲ : Only after Jerusalem was
selected as the site of the Temple (in the era of David) could Moriah
be called “the mountain on which God would appear;” and

• Dt. 3:11: ןוֹמּעַינֵבְּתבַּרַבְּאוהִהPהֲלזֶרְבַּשׂרֶעֶוֹשׂרְעַהנֵּהִ : In Moses’ lifetime,
no Israelite could have seen Og’s bedstead in Amman and reported its
dimensions. Historically, it is only in the era of King David (!) that the
Israelites penetrated as far east as Rabbat Ammon.



Joseph Bonfils (Tuv Elem), a 14th century 
Spanish scholar whose חנעפ תנפצ is a super-
commentary on Ibn Ezra. 

 ,רחא איבנ ובתכש יל המ ,השמ ובתכש יל המ
 .האובנב םהו תמא םלכ ירבדו ליאוה

“What does it matter whether [the 
problematic verses] were written by Moses or 
by another prophet, as long as they are all 
truly prophetic words?”


