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“A Messianic Vision”
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The Great Image in
ebuchadnezzar’'s Dream

iat image that God revealed to Nebuchadnezzar in a dream

by the prophet Daniel. Each section represents a
rpower. Each succeeding metal is less valuable,
eding metal is stronger, as each empire was more

st and Arms
with two arms signified the empire of the
Fsians, which conquered and supplanted

The silver e
Medes and P
Babylon.

Bronze—Belly and Thi

This section represented the Greco-Macedonian Empire
— of Alexander the Great, which swallowed up Persia.

Te——

Iron—Legs

The two legs of iron represented the Roman Empire. After
Alexander's death, his Hellenistic empire continued in a
divided form until its divisions were taken over by Rome.
The two legs apparently signified the east-west division that
characterized the Late Roman Empire.

Iron & Clay—Feet and Toes

Extending from the legs are feet and toes of iron mixed

with clay—a brittle and unstable mixture because it would

not bond well. These represent the final phase of the ===
Roman Empire, which wcll be made up of tenkings, < Someg

strong and some weak.

Gold—Head ﬁ
This section represented

the empire of Babylon, of

which Nebuchadnezzar

was king.

— r’
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Rashi Daniel 2

(39) And after you will arise another kingdom lower than you
And after you, after the reign of your son, Belshazzar, will arise a
kingdom that will take the ruling power from your seed, lower and
humbler than your kingdom.

lower Aram. yax, lower, as silver is lower and humbler than gold,
and you saw that the breast, which is after the head, was of silver;
so will the kingdom of Media and Persia, which will follow the
kingdom of Babylon, be humbler than the kingdom of
Nebuchadnezzar.

of copper as strong as copper, and that is the kingdom of Alexander
of Macedon.

(44) And in the days of these kings in the days of these kings,
when the kingdom of Rome is still in existence.

the God Of heaven will set up a kingdom The kingdom of the
Holy One, blessed be He, which will never be destroyed, is the
kingdom of the Messiah.

it will crumble and destroy It will crumble and destroy all these
kingdoms.
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(3) This is the offering which you shall take from them: gold, silver,
brass, (4) blue, purple, scarlet, fine linen, goats' hair, (5) rams' skins
dyed red, sea cow hides, acacia wood, (6) oil for the light, spices for
the anointing oil and for the sweet incense,

Midrash Tanchuma (Buber) Terumah 6

Another interpretation (of Exod. 25:3): AND THIS IS THE PRIESTLY
SHARE...: [GOLD, SILVER, AND BRONZE]. GOLD corresponds to the
kingdom of Babylon, concerning which is written (in Dan. 2:38): YOU
(Nebuchadnezzar) ARE THE HEAD OF GOLD. SILVER: This denotes the
kingdom of Media, concerning which is written (in Esth. 3:9): THREE
THOUSAND TALENTS OF SILVER. AND BRONZE: This denotes the
kingdom of Greece, which was the least of them all. (Exod. 25:5:)
REDDENED RAM SKINS. This denotes the kingdom of Edom, as stated
(in Gen. 25:25): THE FIRST (i.e., Esau) CAME FORTH RUDDY. The
Holy One said: Although you have seen these four kingdoms exalting over
you, by your life, I am producing salvation for you out of the midst of
slavery. What is written next? OIL FOR LIGHTING (ma'or). What is the
meaning of LIGHTING? This denotes the Messianic (Mashiah) King, as
stated (in Ps. 132:17): THERE | WILL MAKE A HORN SPROUT FOR
DAVID; [| HAVE PREPARED A LAMP FOR MY ANOINTED ONE].
When Daniel saw these [four] kingdoms, he was afraid. It is so stated (in
Dan. 7:15): AS FOR ME, DANIEL, MY SPIRIT WAS DISTURBED
<WITHIN ME; AND THE VISION OF MY HEAD ALARMED ME>.
What did Daniel see? When Nebuchadnezzar saw the dream, Daniel came
and interpreted it for him. He said to him (in Dan. 2:38): YOU
(Nebuchadnezzar) ARE THE HEAD OF GOLD. (Dan. 2:32;) ... ITS
BREAST AND ITS ARMS WERE OF SILVER. This denotes the kingdom
of Media. BUT ANOTHER KINGDOM SHALL ARISE AFTER YOU,
INFERIOR TO YOU. (Dan. 2:32:) ONE OF BRONZE, WHICH SHALL
RULE OVER THE WHOLE EARTH. (Dan. 2:33:) This is Greece... BUT
THE FOURTH KINGDOM SHALL BE AS STRONG AS IRON. This is
Edom. ... Now < Daniel > had seen the Messianic King, as stated (in Dan.
2:34): YOU LOOKED ON UNTIL A STONE WAS CUT OUT WITHOUT
THE USE OF HANDS.... Resh Laqish said: This is the Messianic King.
(Ibid., cont.:)
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Breishit 1:2
The earth was unformed and void, with darkness over the surface
of the deep and a wind from* God sweeping over the water—

Breishit Rabbah 2

4. R. Simeon b. Lakish applied the passage to the
[foreign] Powers. Now THE EARTH was ToHU (E.V.
‘UNFORMED’) symbolises Babylonia: I beheld the earth,
and, lo, it was tohu—E.V. ‘waste’ (Jer. v, 23)*; AND
BoHU (E.V. ‘voIp’) symbolises Media: They hastened
(wa-yabhillu) fo bring Haman (Est. v1, 14)3 AND DARK-
NESS symbolises Greece, which darkened the eyes of
Israel with its decrees, ordering Israel, ‘Write on the
horn of an ox that ye have no portion in the God of Israel.’¢
UPON THE FACE OF THE DEEP—this wicked States:
just as the great deep cannot be plumbed, so one cannot
plumb [the depths of iniquity of] this wicked State. A ND
THE SPIRIT OF GOD HOVERED: this alludes to the
spirit of Messiah, as you read, And the spirit of the Lord
shall rest upon him (Isa. x1, 2). In the merit of what will
[this spirit] eventually come? [For the sake of that which]
HOVERED OVER THE FACE OF THE WATERS, i.e. in the
merit of repentance which is likened to water, as it is
written, Pour out thy heart like water (Lam. 11, 19). R. Haggai

Breishit 15:12
As the sun was about to set, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a
great dark dread descended upon him.

Mechilta (Yitro, 9)

He showed him the four kingdoms that were destined to subjugate
his children, viz. (Ibid. 12) "And when the sun was about to set, and
a deep sleep fell upon Avram, and, behold, a great dark dread fell

upon him": "dread" — the kingdom of Bavel. "dark" — the
kingdom of Madai. "great' — the kingdom of Greece. "fell" — the
wicked Rome.
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