Daniel: The Legacy of our Babylonian Experience, Rabbi Moshe Shulman
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This was also taught by Theodosius of Rome: What did Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah see that led them to deliver themselves to the fiery
furnace for sanctification of the name of God? They drew an a fortiori
inference from the plague of frogs in Egypt. With regard to frogs, which
are not commanded concerning the sanctification of the name of God,
it is written: “And the river shall swarm with frogs, which shall go up
and come into your house, and into your bedchamber, and onto your
bed, and into the houses of your servants, and upon your people, and
into their ovens and kneading bowls” (Exodus 7:28). When are
kneading bowls found near the oven? You must say that it is when the
oven is hot. ... all the more so, we, who are commanded concerning the
sanctification of the name of God...
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Torah in Motion, 5783, Page 73

111.3 —Statue, Idolatry, and Self-Sacrifice
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The students of Rabbi Shimon bar Yohal asked him: Why were the
Jewish people of that generation deserving of annihilation? Rabbi
Shimon answered: Say yourselves. They said to him: It is because they
partook of the feast of that wicked one [Ahasuerus]. Rabbi Shimon
responded: If so, those in Shushan should have been killed, not those in
the rest of the world. They said to him: Then you say. He said to them:
It is because they prostrated before the idol [Rashi — in the days of
Nebuchadnezzar].

N:t NAY OIPVYN PV .2
VYRV 737 221,197 73 POV INIY? NI DY D O ..
¥27),0%30 NTY INIY? ITIYY DY 1NN NI ROV 12
... DD DOV20N DINY DY 1NN )YV
oy ,I8)7912) M2 D’:DD NTI2Y YN 172y 121 NYT DY
Aakk] D’:DD n1iay bN'W)’ 7Y NY NN 12 )YV 021 NYT
ST D221 NTIAY IR 1TIY NIT NYT DY AT
N b:m NYoYI DMy YoM D9Y TRYD NITI)
N9 iYnY 127 NYT Yy SN Han NYOYI DY) ,NHN)
ooy TRYD IXITINI) T N 022210 NTILY 7N'W)’ 173)’
INY? Y20 NYOYY wbw wbw RN NHN San 12ab)!
5y N TRy bl‘%'l\??D NYIYN PRY TN XD MM
...D22219 NTIAY 1T2Y NJ) JR8Y
If so, why did Israel’s existence become uncertain during the days of
Haman? The Rabbis and Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai, the Rabbis say:
Because Israel engaged in idol worship. Rabbi Shimon said: Because
they ate from the cooked dishes of the gentiles...
In the opinion of the Rabbis, Israel engaged in idol worship in the days
of Nebuchadnezzar. In the opinion of Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai, Israel
did not engage in idol worship in the days of Nebuchadnezzar. In the
opinion of the Rabbis, Israel engaged in idol worship, how so?
Nebuchadnezzar set up an idol and designated twenty-three people from
each and every nation and twenty-three from amongst Israel. These
individuals were to bow down to the idol at its inaugural ceremony.
Three of those designated from Israel were Hananya, Mishael, and
Azarya, who did not prostrate themselves, but the other twenty did. In
the opinion of Rabbi Shimon, Israel did not engage in idol worship, how
so? Nebuchadnezzar set up an idol and designated three people from
each and every nation and three from amongst Israel. Hananya, Mishael,
and Azarya, who were the three from Israel, arose and asserted
themselves and did not engage in idol worship.
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! Rav Achai (Acha)of Shabcha was born ca. 680 CE and passed away in the land of Israel in 756. Even though he was one of the greatest Torah scholars of Babylonia,
he was not appointed to the office of Ga'on. Rav Acha's Sheiltot is the first known halachic work composed in post - Talmudic times for public use. Written in Aramaic,
it contains traditions which are unknown to us from other sources. Each sheilta deals with a particular halakhic theme, somehow associated with the weekly Torah reading,

and containing a halakhic question, solution, and aggadic homilies.

2 R. Shimshon b. R. Avraham of Sens, France, b. ~1150 to a family of rabbis and scholars. He was known also as the Sar of Sens, Rabbeinu Shimshon Hagibor (the
Hero), and sometimes as Rashba (so in the printed Tosafot, and should not be confused with the Rashba of Barcelona who lived a hundred years later). In his youth he
studied with his older brother, R. Isaac b. R. Avraham, with R. Ya'akov Tam, and R. Hayim Cohen, the greatest Tosafists of their time, but his main mentor was R.
Yitzchak b. R. Shmuel (Ri haZaken), and was considered his disciple and spiritual successor. Most of our printed Tosafot come from his academy with redactions from
his disciples and their students. He emigrated to Eretz Yisrael in 1211 with 300 rabbis and settled in Acco, and then moved to Jerusalem where he passed away c. 1216

(some say, c. 1230).
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Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korha says: This verse was stated with regard to
future generations: “Gather My pious together to Me”; these are the
righteous that are in each and every generation. “Those that have
entered into My covenant by offering”; these are Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah, who submitted themselves to the fiery furnace. “By
offering”; this is a reference to Rabbi Akiva and his colleagues, who
gave themselves up to slaughter over the study of Torah.

5 Hnpn? .10

DOVIN IND UTNY Twya >¥nna myavwn mva >N (N)
0: >39b 1Y PIPY NN VATY bm\w RPN

MN) DXINN DAN YN MDD Nb 0 DM Y ﬂbsm (Jb)
D) NN N (Y :12N) Y NIYY NININD NINSYND DD
1219Y NHNIY NNV) YIND NP T2 NY DN PP TN
: 02y TIoNN

VP NPDA NIV NV 92993 9990 .11
MWN NI (N T ORPINY) ORPIND DNRIY 1INDNRY PIvD
ND 129 1799V T2V 12 YININ 29D 12V DRI NPITN DIVIN
DIPNN NIV DININ D YINN .1 ONY DN IMYIN KXY
1I0NY T2Y TN DAY MK (0I03D) IMYIN NN [N7IND]
2y N2YN) (5 DY) IMYID \IN R XNV NN 1)1 DY 1319
DM M) DIPN DHN YN MIN ND AN=RALE
ON PiP? ’J'IN ON) N ’l'\ 1) ‘{)J 3'1‘1\’)5 MNIND ]'11!'\9\’))03
D’b}’ '[1?)92:_{ N219Y NN NIV) YN W?SD ™ N9
"There came to me (Ezekiel) men of the elders of Israel to make inquiry
of the L-rd, and they sat before me." They said to him: A servant whose
Master has sold him, does he not leave His domain? Ezekiel: Yes. They:
Since the L-rd has sold us to the nations, we have left His domain.
Ezekiel: A servant whose Master has sold him in order to return, does
he leave His domain? (Ibid. 32-33) "And what enters your minds, it
shall not be, your saying: We will be like the nations, like the families
of the lands, to serve wood and stone. As I live, says the L-rd G-d. I
swear to you that [ will rule over you with a strong hand and with an
outstretched arm and with outpoured wrath!"
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1. The entire house of Israel are commanded regarding the sanctification
of [God's] great name, as [Leviticus 22:32] states: "And I shall be
sanctified amidst the children of Israel." Also, they are warned against
desecrating [His holy name], as [the above verse] states: "And they shall
not desecrate My holy name." What is implied? Should a gentile arise
and force a Jew to violate one of the Torah's commandments at the pain
of death, he should violate the commandment rather than be killed,
because [Leviticus 18:5] states concerning the mitzvot: "which a man
will perform and live by them." [They were given so that] one may live
by them and not die because of them. If a person dies rather than
transgress, he is held accountable for his life.
2. When does the above apply? With regard to other mitzvot, with the
exception of the worship of other gods, forbidden sexual relations, and
murder. However, with regard to these three sins, if one is ordered:
"Transgress one of them or be killed," one should sacrifice his life rather
than transgress. When does the above apply? When the gentile desires
his own personal benefit - for example, he forces a person to build a
house or cook food for him on the Sabbath, he rapes a woman, or the
like. However, if his intention is solely to have him violate the mitzvot,
[the following rules apply:] If he is alone and there are not ten other
Jews present, he should transgress and not sacrifice his life. However,
if he forces him [to transgress] with the intention that he violate [a
mitzvah] in the presence of ten Jews, he should sacrifice his life and not
transgress. [This applies] even if [the gentile] intended merely that he
violate only one of the [Torah's] mitzvot.
3. All the above [distinctions] apply [only in times] other than times of
a decree. However, in times of a decree - i.e., when a wicked king like
Nebuchadnezzar or his like will arise and issue a decree against the Jews
to nullify their faith or one of the mitzvot - one should sacrifice one's
life rather than transgress any of the other mitzvot, whether one is
compelled [to transgress] amidst ten [Jews] or one is compelled [to
transgress merely] amidst gentiles.

3R.J oseph Haviva (ibn Haviva) was apparently born in Saragossa, Spain, c. 1340, and was a scion of great Spanish rabbinical families, studying under R. Nissim (R"an)
and after his death, under R. Hisdai Crescas. He lived in Barcelona and died c. 1420. He is famous for his work Nimukei Yosef, on the Alfasi Code, and has been
published on the pages of the standard Alfsi code on seven tractates in lieu of R. Nissim's commentary.



