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First Edition of the Shulhan Arukh, Venice, 1565
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11 Isadore Twersky, “Shulhan Aruk: Enduring Code of Jewish Law,” Tradition 16:2 (1967): 141-158

the Halachah with significance, guarantee its radical, ineradicable spiritu-
ality and thereby nurture the religious. consciousness. The Shulhan
‘Aruk gives the concrete idea, but omits what Dilthey called Erlebniss, the
experiential component. In the Shulhan ‘Aruk the Halachah manifests
itself as the regula iuris, a rule of life characterized by stability, regularity,
and fixedness, making known to people “the way they are to go and
the practices they are to follow” (Exodus 18:20). These specific, visible
practices are not coordinated with invisible meaning or unspecified
experience. One can say, in general, that there are two major means by
which apparently trans-Halachic material has been organically linked
with the Halachah proper: 1) construction of an ideational framework
which indicates the ultimate concerns and gives coherence, direction and
vitality to the concrete actions; 2) elaboration of either a rationale of
the law or a mystique of the law which suggests explanations and
motives for the detailed commandments. The Shulhan ‘Aruk, for reasons
of its own, about which we may only conjecture, attempts neither.

12 Roni Weinstein, Jewish Modern Law and Legalism in a Global Age: The Case of Rabbi Joseph Karo

(2020)

The title of maran befittingly reflected the self-construction of Rabbi Karo, as
revealed in his diary and in his practical activities as a scholar and judge. He
considered himself (and his double magnum opus) the culmination of the
entire Jewish erudition in the legal Halakhic domain. His work offers a stage of
encounter fo—and between—all present and past scholars. This encounter is
not to be taken symbolically (as an “as-if” encounter), but as a very real one,
since these discussions are held in a heavenly school, where all the dead
scholars of the past—especially Karo himself—patrticipate in the same debate
during moments of mystical eruption, along with contemporary ones.
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14 R.J. Zwi Werblowsky, Joseph Karo: Lawyer and Mystic (1980) pp. 7-8

The social impact of the Shulhan Arukh was unprecedented. Its reception by Jews
everywhere...meant that for all ordinary purposes one and the same manual was the
de facto standard of reference. Even more, the Shulhan Arukh came to represent the
Summa of Jewish life; it was the valid formulation of practical Judaism that
henceforth dominated Israel...Few literary documents - apart from the Bible, the
Talmud, and perhaps the Prayer Book - have acquired such immense practical and
symbolic social value in Jewish history.



