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Devarim 7 
(1) When Hashem your God shall bring you into the land where you 
go to possess it, and shall cast out many nations before you, the 
Hittite, and the Girgashite, and the Amorite, and the Canaanite, and 
the Perizzite, and the Hivite, and the Jebusite, seven nations greater 
and mightier than you, (2) and when Hashem your God shall deliver 
them up before you, and you shall strike them, then you shall utterly 
destroy them. You shall make no covenant with them and show no 
mercy to them. (3) You shall not make marriages with them; your 
daughter you shall not give to his son, and you shall not take his 
daughter for your son. (4) For he will turn away your son from 
following Me, that they may serve other gods; then the anger of 
Hashem would be kindled against you, and He would destroy you 
quickly. (5) But you shall deal with them like this. You shall break 
down their altars, and dash their pillars in pieces, and cut down their 
Asherim, and burn their engraved images with fire. 
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Rashbam Breishit 32 
He intended to change direction to avoid a meeting with Esau. We 
find that David did something similar when he was fleeing from his 
son Avshalom at the same location of Machanyim, coming from the 
direction of Jerusalem, David crossed the river Jordan« an angel 
engaged him in a physical fight, his purpose being to prevent 
<DDNRY� IURP� IOHHLQJ�� 2QO\� LQ� WKLV� ZD\� FRXOG� *¶G¶V� SURPLVH� WR�
Yaakov that Esau would not harm him be fulfilled. 
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I Kings 20:31 
And his servants said to him, "Behold now, we have heard that the 
kings of the house of Israel are merciful kings. Let us, please, put 
sackcloth on our loins, and ropes upon our heads, and go out to the 
king of Israel; perhaps he will spare your life." 
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Rashi Breishit 1:1 
Rabbi Isaac said: The Torah which is the Law book of Israel should 
KDYH�FRPPHQFHG�ZLWK�WKH�YHUVH��([RGXV�������³7KLV�PRQWK�VKDOO�
EH�XQWR�\RX�WKH�ILUVW�RI�WKH�PRQWKV´�ZKLFK�LV�WKH�ILUVW�FRPPDQGPHQW�
given to Israel. What is the reason, then, that it commences with the 
account of the Creation? Because of the thought expressed in the 
WH[W��3VDOPV��������³+H�GHFODUHG�WR�+LV�SHRSOH�WKH�VWUHQJWK�RI�+LV�
works (i.e. He gave an account of the work of Creation), in order 
WKDW�+H�PLJKW�JLYH�WKHP�WKH�KHULWDJH�RI�WKH�QDWLRQV�´�)RU�VKRXOG�WKH�
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SHRSOHV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�VD\�WR�,VUDHO��³<RX�DUH�UREEHUV��EHFDXVH�\RX�
WRRN�E\�IRUFH�WKH�ODQGV�RI�WKH�VHYHQ�QDWLRQV�RI�&DQDDQ´��,VUDHO�PD\�
UHSO\�WR�WKHP��³$OO�WKH�HDUWK�EHORQJV�WR�WKH�+RO\�2QH��EOHVVHG�EH�
He; He created it and gave it to whom He pleased. When He willed 
He gave it to them, and when He willed He took it from them and 
JDYH�LW�WR�XV´ 
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Yirmiyahu 27:5-7 
(5) 'I have made the earth, the men and the animals that are on the 
surface of the earth, by My great power and by My outstretched 
arm; and I give it to whom it seems right to Me. (6) Now have I 
given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of 
Babylon, My servant; and the animals of the field also have I given 
him to serve him. 
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Ramban ibid 
Rabbi Yitzchak then gave a reason for it. The Torah began with the 
chapter of In the beginning G-d created and recounted the whole 
subject of creation until the making of man, how He [G-d] granted 
him dominion over the works of His hands, and that He put all 
things under his feet; and how the Garden of Eden, which is the 
choicest of places created in this world, was made the place of his 
abode until his sin caused his expulsion therefrom; and how the 
people of the generation of the flood were completely expelled from 
the world on account of their sin, and the only righteous one among 
them ² he [Noah] and his children ² were saved; and how the sin 
of their descendants caused them to be scattered to various places 
and dispersed to different countries, and how subsequently they 
seized unto themselves places after their families, in their nations, 
as chance permitted. If so, it is proper that when a people continues 
to sin it should lose its place and another people should come to 
inherit its land, for such has been the rule of G-d in the world from 
the beginning. This is true all the more regarding that which is 
related in Scripture, namely that Canaan was cursed and sold as a 
servant forever. It would therefore not be proper that he inherit the 
choicest of places of the civilized world. Rather, the servants of G-
d ² the seed of His beloved one, Abraham ² should inherit it, even 
as it is written, And He gave them the lands of the nations, and they 
took the labor of the peoples in possession; that they might keep His 
statutes, and observe His laws. That is to say, He expelled those 
who rebelled against Him, and settled therein those who served Him 
so that they know by serving Him they will inherit it, whereas if 
they sin against Him, the land will vomit them out, just as it vomited 
out the nation before them. 

 


