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“A new king arose” (Exodus 1:8): Rav and Shmuel debated: one
claimed it was literally a new king and one claimed that he instituted
new decrees. The former based his position on the word: “new.” The
latter based his position on the fact that Scripture does not state that
[an old king] “died and a new one started his reign.” “Who did not
know Joseph:” like some who never knew him.

Rabbi Joseph Hertz, “In Ancient Egypt and Present-Day Germany,”
Passover 1933

Suddenly, a new dynasty comes into power and breaks completely with
the ways of its predecessors. A ‘nationalist’ Pharaoh ascends the throne,
and announces his resolve to rid Egypt of all aliens and alien influences ...
| shall not labour the Egyptian analogy. But one need be neither Rabbi
nor even religionist to see that the world is built somehow on moral
foundations, and that no nation which chooses anti-Semitism, i.e., the
will to hate, as the basis of its national life, can have a future ... It is the
fervent prayer of all good men and true that, both for the sake of Jewry
and of Germany, the eyes of its blind rules be opened, racial hysteria and
oppression vanish like so much smoke from that land, and righteousness
and peace and freedom again become mighty on earth.
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Many Jews, standing upon two dividers, thought that
the time had come to gather Israel's dispersed and to
gather Judah out of the four corners of the world.
They turned right and left, to the most exalted of the
nations, but they reconsidered, realizing that the
salvation of man is in vain—all of those who had the
capacity to help eventually betrayed Israel. The
exalted nation that most recently held the fate of the
land in its hands went bankrupt with all the promises
of the rulers before them. And a new king arose,
whose decrees were renewed with decrees and
persecutions against the community already in the
Holy Land.
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In a sense, Pharaoh indeed did not know
what Joseph did for Egypt. Earlier, we
read that Joseph settled his father and his
brothers ... as Pharaoh has maintained
(Genesis 47:11). Pharoah instructed that
the family be fed no matter how long the
family remained. Now a new king appears
who did not honor the agreement, who
did not appreciate what Joseph did ...
Chazal say that as long as Jacob was in
Egypt the Nile River used to rise to water
the land, and with his death, it stopped
rising. Later, upon Joseph’s death, there
was no one qualified to guide the destiny
of the Egyptian nation. The decline of
Egypt was signaled by Pharaoh’s desire to
let us deal shrewdly with them (Ex. 1:10),
which further precipitated Egypt’s decline.
A similar decline took place in Germany in
the wake of German persecution of the
Jews.

-- Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, Parsha
Shiur in Boston (1980)
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To what is [Amalek] comparable? To a hot bath that no living being can submerge into. This
good-for-nothing-person came and jumped into it. Even though he was scalded, he cooled
it off sufficiently for others to enter it.
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It is written (Exodus 17:16): there will be a holy war against Amalek for all generations. The
Torah testifies that this war will persist until the messianic age. However, in the instances of the
earlier generations the Jewish people possessed Torah, so the seed of Amalek remained within
the gentile nations. Once the yoke of Torah was removed from the Jewish people, the seed of
Amalek infected Jewish ranks and festered along with spiteful heresy. For example, the
Communists who are found in our regions and beyond, in all dispersed Jewish communities,
whether in Europe or in Israel, have acculturated to the Communist spirit and there is no longer
a difference between [the Jewish representation in Europe and Israel]. The only difference is
that one group speaks in Yiddish while the other writes and converses in Hebrew. Yet, both
ensure that the name of God and the thrown of God will not be complete until they are wiped
out from the world.
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Amalek is the essence of evil and injustice, a human devil. My father
would say in the name of his father that he who optimizes Amalek is the
type of wickedness that affirms (Psalms 83:5): “Come, and let us cut them
off from being a nation; that the name of Israel may be no more in
remembrance.” More than this, there is no substantive difference
between all of the various articulations of this sort of evil and hatred of
the Jewish people. There was an element that was animated to act in a
sociopolitical manner, some that maintained influence as a progressive
element while another carried impact in a conservative milieu. Some
identified as atheistic while others as religiously fanatic. There are many
forms of Amalek. The character of the Satanic Amalek perseveres,
regardless of the various challenges that confront society and life.



Menachem Begin (Herut): Honorable Knesset
members: On 13 March 1951, the Foreign Minister,
Mr. [Moshe] Sharett read out to us the note which
he had sent to America, England, France and Russia,
regarding what he called reparations from Germany.
During the debate, | attempted to share with the
members of the Knesset the tremendous shock
which | felt ... My third appeal is to the members of
the religious parties. This was not the issue on which
you fought the election. You contested the election
in the name of the religion of Israel, the Torah of
Israel. What connection is there between the Torah
of Israel and negotiations with Amalek? For by this
vote you will wipe off an entire verse which has been
sanctified by the Torah: “The Lord will be at war with
Amalek throughout the ages (Exodus 17:16). How
can the Lord fight Amalek if you, the defenders of
the religion, vote for peace with Amalek, for
receiving money from Amalek?

-- Netanel Lorch, Major Knesset Debates, 1948-1981
(Lanham: University Press of America, 1993), 722,
727 (1951)
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Rabbi Yitzhak said: “No retribution whatsoever comes upon the world
which does not contain a slight fraction of the first calf, as it is written,
‘nevertheless in the day when | visit, | will visit their sin upon them.”

Responsum from Rabbi Moshe Nahum Yerusalimsky of Tomashpol
to Rabbi Moshe Pritzker of Berdichev (1897)

| received your letter today and | am responding in the matter of
the new mashinen that have been invented to roll the matzos, and
your query whether it is permissible to bake Passover matzos on
these machines ... Even though the machina has been modified
since [my last responsum on the matter], when all the great
rabbinical authorities raised their voices against it ... nevertheless,
although the intention of those who modified the machine was to
eliminate the problem, in the process they have violated other
prohibitions and raised other doubts, and all of their “corrections’
merely undermine the very foundations of our law, for our many
sins. Therefore it is incumbent upon all the leaders of the
generation to step into the breach ... | can only reiterate what |
wrote in my letter to Kremenchug. Although my words contained
no new point of law, they were written with great sincerity and
found their way to the hearts of those who faithfully keep the law
of Israel, so that they all banded together and resolved to banish
this golden calf the device from Kremenchug ... For it is a creation
of the evil inclination and its infernal machinations.

)

-- cited in Eli Lederhendler, Jewish Responses to Modernity, 94-95
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Were it not for the sin of the Golden Calf, the inhabitants of the Land of Israel would
have been reconciled with the people of Israel, for the name of God called upon them
would have aroused awe. No war would have been necessary, and the influence would
have proceeded peacefully as in the days of the Messiah. Only sin intervened and the
thing has been delayed thousands of years. All the causes of the world are interlocked
to bring the light of God into the world; the sin of the Calf will be totally erased, and
thereby all will recognize the Jewish people as seed blessed by God. The world will be
perfected in a way of peace and feelings of love. The pleasantness of God will be felt in
every heart as a spiritual pleasure and delight, and all in whom there is a soul will be
revived. The ethical suppression by which secular civilization dominated peoples
caused them anxiety, and many evil traits, illnesses, and rages gathered in the depths
of their souls. These are unfettered by the bloody, cruel wars, fitting their nature that
is as yet unrefined.
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Due to our many sins, the Jewish people now endure this terrible evil, as there are
those who think and recount that there are miracles from God akin to the kind
experienced in Egypt. These individuals do not comprehend that these matters
are entrenched in the potent impure force of the miserable Zionists, which is
thousands of times worse than the Golden Calf, which unlike Zionism, was not
completely heretical. All of this is well known and does not require elaboration.
And, because of these many sins, there are just a few who flea from the
penetrating impurity of Zionism and identify the latest miracles as part of the sole
work of God. However, others recite Hallel on the heretics and the army of the
primal impurity. Sometimes, these people recount in a manner that begins with
worthy praise but concludes in disgrace, as at the end of their remarks they praise
the Zionists, who are an affront to God and his holy Torah.
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Even though the Molech cult in the actual sense of the word is non-
existent today, the application of the mitzvah has bearing upon us too.
R. Yosaif Chaim Sonnenfeld and other gedolim described a parent who
entrusted his child to secular school (whether to a non-Jewish school
or a Jewish school founded upon non-Torah principles) as one who
“delivered his child to the Molech.” Just as a parent is responsible for
the physical care of his offspring, so must he be aware that the
development of his child’s soul depends largely upon his initiative ... In
the case of an adolescent being sent to college, a parent will formulate
ever so many justifications and rationalizations. Yet there is no
guestion that the parent is unable to calculate and foresee the damage
which will be inflicted upon the child’s soul once he is exposed to the
immoral environment of the university and the decadent philosophies
cleverly espoused by sophisticated professors. As soon as he has
passed “into the domain of the Molech priests,” they are granted
power over his mind. It is a Jew’s task to educate his offspring in an

environment of kedusha and develop all their capabilities in the service
of Hashem.

-- Rabbi Moshe Weissman, The Midrash Says: The Book of Vayikra, p.
221 (1982)
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By the light of wisdom a soul is able to
cleave to the Creator, but only after
the straightest path [is selected]. That
is why when the Israelites encamped
in Riphidim and loosened their
connection to Torah, Amalek arrived,
i.e., they were overwhelmed with the
evil inclination.
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The German culture at that time supported the Orthodox position to combine Torah and
secular studies. This was also accomplished by [Rabbi Yisrael Salanter’s] student, Rabbi
Simhah Zissel, when he opened day schools in Kelm and Grobin that featured broad
programs in language and general knowledge, under government supervision, to attract
the rich and introduce the Torah in all its many levels. However, Rabbi Yisrael observed
that in Russia that this step required careful guidance and wisdom and involved much
danger, in a spiritual sense, and only gifted individuals like Rabbi Simcha Zissel —excellent
and Torah geniuses, wise and possessing wonderful powers of education—can properly
incorporate [secular studies]. Once, [Rabbi Yisrael Salanter] asked [Rabbi Simhah Zissel] if
he understood that it was liable that a [Golden] Calf might come out of this. After
receiving a positive answer from him, [Rabbi Yisrael Salanter] explained that he would
trust him. That is, after [Rabbi Simhah Zissel] recognized the danger, he could trust that he
would take care of the danger and not permit it to falter.



