Reunited in Exile: A Beginning and an End
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1: Enter compassion

Genesis 42:8 _ ' M:271 NOWNA2
(8) For though Joseph recognized his brothers, ) .
PINTNX 701 7271 (1)

they did not recognize him.
AT27 X O

Rashi on Genesis 42:8:3 PowNTS 1757 o' e
A Midrashic explanation is: Irnx nx qoi* '

JOSEPH RECOGNISED HIS BRETHREN — 2:'n:37
Now that they were in his power he recognised RN NN (010 0% X'
them as his brothers and had pity on them, oni 0mw 9997 $7°2 170030
1NN X7 but when he fell into their power, “they NN
did not recognize him” as their brother, by acting am sDU’T?SZ QoM PN
towards him in brotherly manner (Genesis 072 775);{;7':3 I3 KD
Rabbah 91:7). TIMN 12 -1"_'97?

Genesis 42:21-24 =99-R”9:9”% MOYNTa
(21) They said to one another, “Alas, “Lon IR-DR TN N

we are being punished on account of N PTINTIN WN IR (KD)
our brother, because we looked on at 1197 WK IINTDY AN | 07w
his anguish, yet paid no heed as he YNY KDY 1°HR 1130002 1wD1 N1y
pleaded with us. That is why this R
distress has come upon us.” (22) Then (32) DRIT M%7 172K N2 T2 2y

Reuben spoke up and said to them, AN RIPT MNY ONR 12187 190

“Did | not tell you, ‘Do no wrong to the NDT 759 INDMA-OR 9IRS | 09°ON
boy’? But you paid no heed. Now TorovwT S m B e

comes the reckoning for his blood.” (32) «W771 737 117702 DRYRY
(23) They did not know that Joseph v2oni 22 A1 ynw 3 W7 Ko om
understood, for there was an interpreter 51 999 5 oy (e : o
between him and them. (24) He turned 3%1\1?&.1 A ’?3773 ::lp.l (1) \D'm 3
away from them and wept. But he "NN'DAND MR7 002K 737100 7X
came back to them and spoke to them; 077y NN 0N 1Y
and he took Simeon from among them ' ' '
and had him bound before their eyes.
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2: Taking a stand
Genesis 44:18-34
(18) Then Judah went up to him and said, “Please,
my lord, let your servant appeal to my lord, and do not
be impatient with your servant, you who are the equal
of Pharaoh. (19) My lord asked his servants, ‘Have
you a father or another brother?’ (20) We told my lord,
‘We have an old father, and there is a child of his old
age, the youngest; his full brother is dead, so that he
alone is left of his mother, and his father dotes on
him.’ (21) Then you said to your servants, ‘Bring him
down to me, that | may set eyes on him.’ (22) We said
to my lord, ‘The boy cannot leave his father; if he
were to leave him, his father would die.” (23) But you
said to your servants, ‘Unless your youngest brother
comes down with you, do not let me see your faces.’
(24) When we came back to your servant my father,
we reported my lord’s words to him. (25) “Later our
father said, ‘Go back and procure some food for us.’
(26) We answered, ‘We cannot go down; only if our
youngest brother is with us can we go down, for we
may not show our faces to the man? unless our
youngest brother is with us.” (27) Your servant my
father said to us, ‘As you know, my wife bore me two
sons. (28) But one is gone from me, and | said: Alas,
he was torn by a beast! And | have not seen him
since. (29) If you take this one from me, too, and he
meets with disaster, you will send my white head
down to Sheol in sorrow.’ (30) “Now, if | come to your
servant my father and the boy is not with us—since
his own life is so bound up with his— (31) when he
sees that the boy is not with us, he will die, and
your servants will send the white head of your
servant our father down to Sheol in grief. (32) Now
your servant has pledged himself for the boy to my
father, saying, ‘If I do not bring him back to you, | shall
stand guilty before my father forever.’ (33) Therefore,
please let your servant remain as a slave to my
lord instead of the boy, and let the boy go back
with his brothers. (34) For how can | go back to
my father unless the boy is with me? Let me not
be witness to the woe that would overtake my
father!”
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3: The opened gates
Genesis 45:1-3
(1) Joseph could no longer control himself before all
his attendants, and he cried out, “Have everyone
withdraw from me!” So there was no one else about
when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. (2)
His sobs were so loud that the Egyptians could hear,

and so the news reached Pharaoh’s palace. (3) Joseph

said to his brothers, “| am Joseph. Is my father still
well?” But his brothers could not answer him, so
dumfounded were they on account of him.

Genesis 45:4-15

(4) Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come forward
to me.” And when they came forward, he said, “| am
your brother Joseph, he whom you sold into Egypt.
(5) Now, do not be distressed or reproach yourselves
because you sold me hither; it was to save life that
God sent me ahead of you. (6) It is now two years
that there has been famine in the land, and there are
still five years to come in which there shall be no yield
from tilling. (7) God has sent me ahead of you to
ensure your survival on earth, and to save your lives
in an extraordinary deliverance. (8) So, it was not you
who sent me here, but God; and He has made me a
father to Pharaoh, lord of all his household, and ruler
over the whole land of Egypt. (9) “Now, hurry back to
my father and say to him: Thus says your son Joseph,
‘God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to
me without delay. (10) You will dwell in the region of
Goshen, where you will be near me—you and your
children and your grandchildren, your flocks and
herds, and all that is yours. ..(12) You can see for
yourselves, and my brother Benjamin for himself, that
it is indeed | who am speaking to you. (13) And you
must tell my father everything about my high station in
Egypt and all that you have seen; and bring my father
here with all speed.” (14) With that he embraced his
brother Benjamin around the neck and wept, and
Benjamin wept on his neck. (15) He kissed all his
brothers and wept upon them; only then were his
brothers able to talk to him.
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4: Finding speech
Genesis 37: 4 72175 NUwNna
(4) And when his brothers saw that their father loved "DIAR 2R TR IR ONTT ()
him more than any of his brothers, they hated him so o7 X1 7K W) PINon
that they could not speak a friendly word to him. 5w 37
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Genesis 4:8 N7 NOWNRA2
ITLYTIN 227798 TR MmN (M)

(8) Cain said to his brother Abel ... and when they
were in the field, Cain set upon his brother Abel
and killed him. AT

5: The reunion

Genesis 45:26-28 1”2-12:0"% NSWNA2
(26) And they told him, “Joseph is still alive; yes, he  Syin N1777221 711 AR Tiy RS 21730 (1)
is ruler over the whole land of Egypt.” His heart 077 PRRTND 72 129 197 07En PIN-52
went numb, for he did not believe them. (27) But 227 WK MO 127759 NN TOX 12T (1)
when they recounted all that Joseph had said to R IS
them, and when he saw the wagons that Joseph T LYY N2AYT X R B X
had sent to transport him, the spirit of their father (12) - 2X 317_5-7: W ’hm mN\nNEf?
Jacob revived. (28) “Enough!” said Israel. “My son MR7K 71 232 A0y 37 PR IR
Joseph is still alive! | must go and see him before | $JIAN 0702 1NN
die.”

Genesis 46:28-31 N"D-1172:1"1 NOWNI2
(28) He had sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph, to point  Api>-Hx™139% oY A7 NN (M)
the way before him to Goshen. So when they came to 03 SR IR WA 170 MY
the region of Goshen, (29) Jos_eph ordered his chariot -NXTPY 5¥71 R3990 0T oK (09)
and went to Goshen to meet his father Israel; he L T S

. : , . 279D PON N W 1PaAN DRI
presented himself to him and, embracing him around " (9] 11y TIXIR-DY T2 T
the neck, he wept on his neck a good while. (30) Then TR (2) TP ORIV A1 1IN
Israel said to Joseph, “Now | can die, having seen for TIOR BY2T AR ’LQ"'WS X
myself that you are still alive.” (31) Then Joseph said to (X?) 11 371y 72 7327N% *NiNT
his brothers and to his father’s household, “I will go up 1R N°279R11INTOR A1 KN
and tell the news to Pharaoh, and say to him, ‘My TN VX TR TIVIDY TN TRYN
brothers and my father’s household, who were in the ,a?x N2 1Y12°7IN3 W,WN NN
land of Canaan, have come to me.
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6: Jacob’s favorites

Genesis 48:3-5 N-22:0710 NOWNAD
(3) And Jacob said to Joseph, “El Shaddai T DR 70PN IPYY N (3)
appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan,  399x y19 px2 129X~
and He blesse_d me, (4) and said to me, ‘I will S22 %337 9K KRN () IR
make you fertile and numerous, making of you Ay SFP5 AN T0727
a community of peoples; and | will assign this . P il
land to your offspring to come for an HPW? NN hﬁf"mf nng
everlasting possession.” (5) Now, your two ny) (7) «021Y MINN 0N
sons, who were born to you in the land of PIN2 77 O 9w
Egypt before | came to you in Egypt, shall be =% R7%7 7PN OR2TTY 0NN
mine; Ephraim and Manasseh shall be mine i alva R o Rui7Alal Nugala)\Saly
no less than Reuben and Simeon. 5=39m

Genesis 48:21-22 275-R”2:1”1 NUWNR12
(21) Then Israel said to Joseph, “I am about M27 OTIN XA NN (X3)
to die; but God will be with you and bring 2w 0y 07 AOR T AN X

you back to the land of your fathers. (22)
And now, | assign to you one portion more
than to your brothers, which | wrested from
the Amorites with my sword and bow.”

X1 (20) DN PIR2K 0ONK
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Genesis 49:31-33 372-N"D:1071n NOWNA2
(31) ther(_e Abraham and his Wife Sc_arah M NRY OT12RNN 1120 MY (RY)
were buried; there Isaac and his wife AP X1 PRI 172 AR SRR
Rebekah were buried; and there | buried (2%) XD "AN2D T RN
Leah— (32) the field and the cave in it, X 13;1'&7}{ 'mm'n 'I'IW'I _um
bought from the Hittites.” (33) When Jacob | “*'= & ¥& a2l Dudl sk
finished his instructions to his sons, he PITIN D% 3P 220 (02) =np";;1
drew his feet into the bed and, breathing AOR S0 TR 17237 0K
his last, he was gathered to his people. RYN
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7: “My son”
Genesis 49:8-12
(8) You, O Judah, your brothers shall praise;
Your hand shall be on the nape of your foes;

Your father’s sons shall bow low to you. (9) Judah is a lion’s

whelp;
On prey, my son, have you grown.
He crouches, lies down like a lion,

Like the king of beasts®—who dare rouse him? (10) The

scepter shall not depart from Judah,
Nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet;
So that tribute shall come to him

And the homage of peoples be his. (11) He tethers his ass to a

vine,
His ass’s foal to a choice vine;
He washes his garment in wine,

His robe in blood of grapes. (12) His eyes are darker than

wine;
His teeth are whiter than milk.

8: Brothers, again

Genesis 48:17-20

(17) When Joseph saw that his father was placing
his right hand on Ephraim’s head, he thought it
wrong; so he took hold of his father’'s hand to move
it from Ephraim’s head to Manasseh’s. (18) “Not
so, Father,” Joseph said to his father, “for the other
is the first-born; place your right hand on his head.”
(19) But his father objected, saying, “| know, my
son, | know. He too shall become a people, and he
too shall be great. Yet his younger brother shall be
greater than he, and his offspring shall be plentiful
enough for nations.” (20) So he blessed them that
day, saying, “By you shall Israel invoke blessings,
saying: God make you like Ephraim and
Manasseh.” Thus he put Ephraim before
Manasseh.
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9: An end and a beginning

Genesis 50:4-8

(4) and when the wailing period was over, Joseph
spoke to Pharaoh’s court, saying, “Do me this favor,
and lay this appeal before Pharaoh: (5) ‘My father
made me swear, saying, “| am about to die. Be sure to
bury me in the grave which | made ready for myself in
the land of Canaan.” Now, therefore, let me go up and
bury my father; then | shall return.” (6) And Pharaoh
said, “Go up and bury your father, as he made you
promise on oath.” (7) So Joseph went up to bury his
father; and with him went up all the officials of Pharaoh,
the senior members of his court, and all of Egypt’s
dignitaries, (8) together with all of Joseph’s household,
his brothers, and his father’'s household; only their
children, their flocks, and their herds were left in the
region of Goshen.

Genesis 50:24-26

(24) At length, Joseph said to his brothers, “| am about
to die. God will surely take notice of you and bring you
up from this land to the land that He promised on oath
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” (25) So Joseph
made the sons of Israel swear, saying, “When God has
taken notice of you, you shall carry up my bones from
here.” (26) Joseph died at the age of one hundred and
ten years; and he was embalmed and placed in a coffin

in Egypt.

Genesis 12:7

(7) The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “I will
assign this land to your offspring.” And he built an altar
there to the LORD who had appeared to him.

Yoram Hazoni, The Philosophy of Hebrew Scripture, 127-8:
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“...mighty though Joseph may be, he is not free. No longer a shepherd like his fathers, he is instead
a servant to Pharaoh in the house of bondage. There is no question, of course.. that a man such as
Joseph necessarily feels himself free as he gives out orders to others... But compelling as this
experience may be, it is an illusion. The first among slaves may be powerful, but a slave he
remains, subject to annihilation by his master at a moment’s notice, at Pharaoh’s house no less
than in that of Potifar... when once he is faced with the prospect of Pharaoh’s wrath and a
possible loss of favor, Joseph is struck with the selfsame terror of the Hebrew slaves facing that

other Pharaoh generations later. (127-128)
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