Isaac and Rebecca: Liberation through Love
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1: The art of storytelling
Peter Guber, “Four Truths of the Storyteller” (From the December 2007 issue of The Business
Harvard Review):
Every storyteller is in the expectations-management business and must take responsibility for leading
listeners effectively through the story experience, incorporating both surprise and fulfillment. At the
end of the story, listeners should think, “We never expected that—but somehow, it makes perfect
sense.” Thus, a great story is never fully predictable through foresight—but it’s projectable through
hindsight.

Nancy Lamb, The Art and Craft of Storytelling, 88-89:

Like Hansel and Gretel, even in the simplest story you must drop enough crumbs for the reader to
follow so the ending is a logical outgrowth of the path you have traveled through the book... The
ending of your story... needs to be the inescapable outcome of plot lines and promises you have set
up throughout the book.

2: The first encounter
Genesis 24:61-67 PO-N7D:T79 NIYNTa
(61) Then Rebekah and her maids arose, mounted -5y’ m1397m 77Ny 791 0P (XO)
the camels, and followed the man. So the servant TR R oT o TR T
T2V MR WO NN 139701 0790

took Rebekah and went his way.
(62) Isaac had just come back from the vicinity of 1270 RN
Beer-lahai-roi, for he was settled in the region of N3T) °KT °12 N2 Xi2n X2 Pk (20)
the Negeb. (63) And Isaac went out walking in the MY P X7 (30) 2337 TIND 201
field toward evening and, looking up, he saw 2 N'ﬁi‘v;’y R 31‘? nink 7713

camels approaching. . R
(64) Raising her eyes, Rebekah saw Isaac. She _ . ‘DX 0°7R)
alighted from the camel (65) and said to the PI%TNN KM PPy NN 127 Xpn) (T0)
servant, “Who is that man walking in the field TAYITON N (710) 23T Pyn PEm
toward us?” And the servant said, “That is my NIRRT 1PN R YR
master.” So she took her veil and covered herself. LODNM YR MPM 23X KiF 7297 TKN

(66) The servant told Isaac all the things that he
had done. 070277722 NN P72 12977 1907 (10)

(67) Isaac then brought her into the tent of his DY N
mother Sarah, and he took Rebekah as his wife. mp*1 AN M naNRT Py INa7 (10)
Isaac loved her, and thus found comfort after his 0N 20R7 AWRY 190 TpaNIN

mother’s death. .
(2) AN NN POY°



https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.24.61-67
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.24.61-67

3: The well and the field

Genesis 16:6-15

(6) Abram said to Sarai, “Your maid is in your
hands. Deal with her as you think right.” Then Sarai
treated her harshly, and she ran away from her.

(7) An angel of the LORD found her by a spring of
water in the wilderness, the spring on the road to
Shur, (8) and said, “Hagar, slave of Sarai, where
have you come from, and where are you going?”’
And she said, “I am running away from my mistress
Sarai.” (9) And the angel of the LORD said to her,
“Go back to your mistress, and submit to her harsh
treatment.” (10) And the angel of the LORD said to
her, “I will greatly increase your offspring, And
they shall be too many to count.” (11) The angel of
the LORD said to her further, “Behold, you are with
child And shall bear a son; You shall call him
Ishmael, For the LORD has paid heed to your
suffering. (12) He shall be a wild ass of a man; His
hand against everyone, And everyone’s hand
against him; He shall dwell alongside of all his
kinsmen.” (13) And she called the LORD who
spoke to her, “You Are El-roi,” by which she
meant, “Have I not gone on seeing after He saw
me!” (14) Therefore the well was called Beer-lahai-
roi; it is between Kadesh and Bered.— (15) Hagar
bore a son to Abram, and Abram gave the son that
Hagar bore him the name Ishmael.

Genesis 23:19-20

(19) And then Abraham buried his wife
Sarah in the cave of the field of
Machpelah, facing Mamre—now
Hebron—in the land of Canaan. (20) Thus
the field with its cave passed from the
Hittites to Abraham, as a burial site.
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4. Future wells and fields

Genesis 26:12-13

(12) Isaac sowed in that land and reaped a
hundredfold the same year. The LORD
blessed him, (13) and the man grew richer
and richer until he was very wealthy:

Genesis 26:18-24

(18) Isaac dug anew the wells which had been dug
in the days of his father Abraham and which the
Philistines had stopped up after Abraham’s death;
and he gave them the same names that his father
had given them.

(19) But when Isaac’s servants, digging in the
wadi, found there a well of spring water, (20) the
herdsmen of Gerar quarreled with Isaac’s
herdsmen, saying, “The water is ours.” He named
that well Esek, because they contended with him.
(21) And when they dug another well, they
disputed over that one also; so he named it Sitnah.
(22) He moved from there and dug yet another
well, and they did not quarrel over it; so he called
it Rehoboth, saying, “Now at last the LORD has
granted us ample space to increase in the land.”
(23) From there he went up to Beer-sheba.

(24) That night the LORD appeared to him and
said, “I am the God of your father Abraham. Fear
not, for I am with you, and I will bless you and
increase your offspring for the sake of My servant
Abraham.”

Genesis 25:27-28

(27) When the boys grew up, Esau became a skillful
hunter, a man of the outdoors; but Jacob was a mild

man who stayed in camp. (28) Isaac favored Esau
because he had a taste for game; but Rebekah
favored Jacob.
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5: Camels
Genesis 24:14-28
(14) let the maiden to whom I say, ‘Please, lower
your jar that [ may drink,” and who replies,
‘Drink, and I will also water your camels’—Ilet
her be the one whom You have decreed for Your
servant Isaac. Thereby shall I know that You have
dealt graciously with my master.”

(15) He had scarcely finished speaking, when
Rebekah, who was born to Bethuel, the son of
Milcah the wife of Abraham’s brother Nahor,
came out with her jar on her shoulder...(17) The
servant ran toward her and said, “Please, let me
sip a little water from your jar.” (18) “Drink, my
lord,” she said, and she quickly lowered her jar
upon her hand and let him drink. (19) When she
had let him drink his fill, she said, “I will also
draw for your camels, until they finish drinking.”
(20) Quickly emptying her jar into the trough, she
ran back to the well to draw, and she drew for all
his camels...

(22) When the camels had finished drinking, the
man took a gold nose-ring weighing a half-shekel,
and two gold bands for her arms, ten shekels in
weight. (23) “Pray tell me,” he said, “whose
daughter are you? Is there room in your father’s
house for us to spend the night?”’ (24) She replied,
“I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah,
whom she bore to Nahor.” (25) And she went on,
“There is plenty of straw and feed at home, and
also room to spend the night.”

(26) The man bowed low in homage to the LORD
(27) and said, “Blessed be the LORD, the God of
my master Abraham, who has not withheld His
steadfast faithfulness from my master. For I have
been guided on my errand by the LORD, to the
house of my master’s kinsmen.” (28) The maiden
ran and told all this to her mother’s household.
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6: Abrahamic
Genesis 18:2-8
(2) Looking up, he saw three men standing near
him. As soon as he saw them, he ran from the
entrance of the tent to greet them and, bowing
to the ground, (3) he said, “My lords, if it please
you, do not go on past your servant. (4) Let a
little water be brought; bathe your feet and
recline under the tree. (5) And let me fetch a
morsel of bread that you may refresh
yourselves; then go on—seeing that you have
come your servant’s way.” They replied, “Do as
you have said.” (6) Abraham hastened into the
tent to Sarah, and said, “Quick, three seahs of
choice flour! Knead and make cakes!” (7) Then
Abraham ran to the herd, took a calf, tender and
choice, and gave it to a servant-boy, who
hastened to prepare it. (8) He took curds and
milk and the calf that had been prepared and set
these before them; and he waited on them under
the tree as they ate.

Genesis 24:57-60

(57) And they said, “Let us call the girl and
ask for her reply.” (58) They called Rebekah
and said to her, “Will you go with this man?”
And she said, “I will.” (59) So they sent off
their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with
Abraham’s servant and his men. (60) And
they blessed Rebekah and said to her, “O
sister! May you grow Into thousands of
myriads; May your offspring seize The gates
of their foes.”

Genesis 12:1

(1) The LORD said to Abram, “Go forth from
your native land and from your father’s house
to the land that | will show you.
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7: Raising eyes
Genesis 13:10 9. 999 FOWNTD
(10) Lot looked about him_and saw how well 933752 AR PIYNR DD RE )
watered was the whole plain of the Jordan, all of ) T
it—this was before the LORD had destroyed i '—',1'_'? nng }J@? '_'J?WD_ '_'53 7 171’.'!
Sodom and Gomorrah—all the way to Zoar, like D7IZR PIND MiTTI2 Mny™NN 070
the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt. VX NIN3

Genesis 18:2 =Y FIYNTD

éfgnb?ﬁg Ir?ga? 'ﬁ’ir?f saw three men 0°283 DWIR Y20 13m RV TPY K™ (2)
L0y

Genesis 22:4 - o L LN L]
(4) On the third day Abraham looked up and PPY-NX DINaR KB7 Sebwn oiva (1)
saw the place from afar. g o .

PR DIPRANR R

Genesis 22:13 _ 2”7:2”2 NOWNRA2
(13) When Abraham looked up, his eye fell SRR PPYTIN 07N K ()

MY TIIN 7271 1°31P3 302 IR N

upon a ram, caught in the thicket by its horns.
So Abraham went and took the ram and offered _ ' :
it up as a burnt offering in place of his son. 122 NOp Y7 1My PRINN

8: A missing type scene
Genesis 29:10-13 379-29:1979 MOWNTD
(10) And whgn Jacob saw Rachel, the 1957132 Y-nx 3oy A KD 17 ()
daughter of his uncle Laban, and the flock of T L T
his uncle Laban, Jacob went up and rolled the A TN AN X 1?:? IRETINY 12K N
stone off the mouth of the well, and watered INS"TIN U1 N2 B2y TIRT TR 20
the flock of his uncle Laban. (11) Then Jacob N*1 207 2Py P (R?) K N 127
kissed Rachel, and broke into tears. (12) Jacob X *3 5% 3Py T (27) #7271 9PN
told Rachel that he was her father’s kinsman, . IR oy o e 3,
that he was Rebekah’s son; and she ran and TR VAR KA 2312 1) KA AT
told her father.
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12 3Py | yRYTNN 127 YU ST ()
(13) On hearing the news of his sister’s son 2 Pw 1 12-p2m 1 INRRD v17 inny

Jacob, Laban ran to greet him; he embraced -5 NX 1257 15971 107279 1NN
him and kissed him, and took him into his ' ' ' '
! 1PN 071277

house. He told Laban all that had happened, e meet
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9: A woman of many verbs

Genesis 27:5-15 1PY-2M1S MONTD
(5) Rebekah had been listening as Isaac_spoke to 112 1y~oK P 1372 NV TP ()
his son Esau. When Esau had gone out into the —— R
open to hunt game to bring home, (6) Rebekah ”E?:‘.l (]) N°2T? TR TRY 1190 “475.7_71’.?31
said to her son Jacob, “I overheard your father “NXRYRY 73T ARY 732 3pYON TIRN
speaking to your brother Esau, saying...(15) Mpm (10)... KD PR WY2R 1270 7728
Rebekah then took the best clothes of her older R NN M2 1Y *127nR AP
son Esau, which were there in the house, and had q0PA FI2 2PYINR WaPM N33 ARK
her younger son Jacob put them on; SR o T

Genesis 25:34 ol e sy aee o
(34) Jacob then gave Esau bread and lentil S9N DTy T OnS Ty 101 3oy (1)
stew; he ate and drank, and he rose and went S P ,?, AT
away. Thus did Esau spurn the birthright. AT NRAYY 1271 39270 Dl W)

10: Love and Healing
Genesis 2:24 T72:°2 NOWNAA

(2_4) Hence a man leaves his father and mother and TIRTIRY PIN-PR BRI 1979 (19)
clings to his wife, so that they become one flesh. ol R Y

SN 27 UM IRYRD AT

11: And yet
Genesis 27:46 91:179 NYYNTS
(46) Rebekah said to Isaellc,_ “I am disgusted with M3 N PRYON TP TR (1)
my life because of the Hittite women. If Jacob I W R A,
marries a Hittite woman like these, from among naan MY Jpy: UJ?;b X Al nu: A30
the native women, what good will life be to me?” {0771 %2 M3 PINT N2 PR N

Genesis 3:7 122 NOWNRNA
(7) Then the eyes of both of them were opened and OBy °3 YT O 1Y TarREm ()
they perceived that they were naked; and they sewed o . Srryn s . NN

together fig leaves and made themselves loincloths. T QT2 AT RN 128 1207 O

Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, Family Redeemed, 21-22:

The l-awareness in Adam is totally incomprehensible to Eve, and vice-versa. Each of them has a
secret which neither will ever betray. Man-persona and Woman-persona resemble each other and
at the same time do not understand each other. She is ezer ke-negdo, his helper and his opponent
at the same time.
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