Brothers and husbands: Jacob’s Warring Sons

Rachel Sharansky Danziger * December 7th 2021 * Bereshit: The Birthplace of Human Relationships #9

1: Love and hate
Genesis 37:1-4
(1) Now Jacob was settled in the land where his father
had sojourned, the land of Canaan. (2) This, then, is the
line of Jacob:
At seventeen years of age, Joseph tended the flocks with
his brothers, as a helper to the sons of his father’s wives
Bilhah and Zilpah. And Joseph brought bad reports of
them to their father. (3) Now Israel loved Joseph best of
all his sons, for he was the child of his old age; and he
had made him an ornamented tunic. (4) And when his
brothers saw that their father loved him more than any of
his brothers, they hated him so that they could not speak
a friendly word to him.

2: Fathers and sons
Genesis 22:1-8
(1) Some time afterward, God put Abraham to the test.
He said to him, “Abraham,” and he answered, “Here |
am.” (2) And He said, “Take your son, your favored
one, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one
of the heights that | will point out to you.” (3) So early
next morning, Abraham saddled his ass...(4) On the
third day Abraham looked up and saw the place from
afar... (7) Then Isaac said to his father Abraham,
“Father!” And he answered, “Yes, my son.” And he
said, “Here are the firestone and the wood; but where
is the sheep for the burnt offering?” (8) And Abraham
said, “God will see to the sheep for His burnt offering,
my son.” And the two of them walked on together.

Genesis 37:13-14

(13) Israel said to Joseph, “Your brothers are
pasturing at Shechem. Come, | will send you to them.”
He answered, “I am ready.” (14) And he said to him,
“Go and see how your brothers are and how the flocks
are faring, and bring me back word.” So he sent him
from the valley of Hebron. When he reached
Shechem,
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3: Cloths, again
Genesis 3:7-8
(7) Then the eyes of both of them were opened and they
perceived that they were naked; and they sewed
together fig leaves and made themselves loincloths. (8)
They heard the sound of the LORD God moving about in
the garden at the breezy time of day; and the man and
his wife hid from the LORD God among the trees of the
garden.

4. The brothers’ “other”
Genesis 37:5-11
(5) Once Joseph had a dream which he told to his
brothers; and they hated him even more. (6) He said
to them, “Hear this dream which | have dreamed: (7)
There we were binding sheaves in the field, when
suddenly my sheaf stood up and remained upright;
then your sheaves gathered around and bowed low to
my sheaf.” (8) His brothers answered, “Do you mean
to reign over us? Do you mean to rule over us?” And
they hated him even more for his talk about his
dreams. (9) He dreamed another dream and told it to
his brothers, saying, “Look, | have had another
dream: And this time, the sun, the moon, and eleven
stars were bowing down to me.” (10) And when he
told it to his father and brothers, his father berated
him. “What,” he said to him, “is this dream you have
dreamed? Are we to come, | and your mother and
your brothers, and bow low to you to the ground?”
(11) So his brothers were wrought up at him, and his
father kept the matter in mind.

Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, Vision and Leadership,6:
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The hate which he aroused in his brothers was mainly due to the fact that he stood
out among them. He was distinct and different; in the pastoral, nomadic, and carefree
community where he was raised, his actions were peculiar. His contemporaries
couldn’t understand when he spoke of a different economy — agriculture —and of
people who did not wander from spot to spot... The shepherds heard in amazement
this fantastic story... They were taken aback not so much by the fact that he saw
himself as the central figure and master, but by the very story that placed himself and
them within a different society, not a pastoral but an agricultural one. (6)
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5: The torn tunic

Genesis 37:18-35 779-10:1 NowNaa
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taken to Egypt. (26) Then Judah said to his IR (12) IR7IEN TNINY 12270
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and covering up his blood? (27) Come, let us sell 1179031 19 (19) +RT"NN 12021 1NN
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him o’l’Jrs.eres. After all, he is our brother, our own P (R2).... X WnE™ K 117
flesh. |:|IS brpthers agreed...(Bj) Then t.hey took Dy Py N Ao NINDA
Joseph'’s tunic, slaughtered a kid, and dipped the L R
tunic in the blood. (32) They had the ornamented qn’?};zyl (22) \’D-'_\@ ng@“ m__{j?:;ltg?l
tunic taken to their father, and they said, “We O 2N2K X322 D95 N2 NN
found this. Please examine it; is it your son’s tunic 732 NIN37 N1™127 1INZMA NN 17K
or not?” (33) He recognized it, and said, “My NIN2 AN 777971 (37) «XDP7ON N7
son’s tunic! A savage beast devoured him! N0 A0 A0V NNYIR Y 170 712
Joseph was torn by a beas_t!” (34) Jacob rent his Dy O™ YNoNY Py Y197 (19)
clothes, put sackcloth on his loins, and observed (79) 021 O7° 11375y YaRN7 anna
mourning for his son many days. (35) All his sons ' g N
and daughters sought to comfort him; but he
refused to be comforted, saying, “No, | will go o e
down mourning to my son in Sheol.” Thus his AN R 31 TONY
father bewailed him.
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6: The dress-up
Genesis 38:14-19
(14) So she took off her widow’s garb, covered her

face with a veil, and, wrapping herself up, sat down at
the entrance to Enaim, which is on the road to Timnah;
for she saw that Shelah was grown up, yet she had not

been given to him as wife.

(15) When Judah saw her, he took her for a harlot; for

she had covered her face. (16) So he turned aside to
her by the road and said, “Here, let me sleep with
you’—for he did not know that she was his daughter-
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in-law. “What,” she asked, “will you pay for sleeping
with me?” (17) He replied, “I will send a kid from my
flock.” But she said, “You must leave a pledge until
you have sent it.” (18) And he said, “What pledge shall . : _
| give you?” She replied, “Your seal and cord, and the 113\1},7{!.?!]9 _‘?Ns} () -“-'W
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(19) Then she went on her way. She took off her veil
and again put on her widow’s garb.

7: The discarded tunic
Genesis 39:12-16
(12) she caught hold of him by his garment
and said, “Lie with me!” But he left his
garment in her hand and got away and fled
outside. (13) When she saw that he had
left it in her hand and had fled outside, (14)
she called out to her servants and said to
them, “Look, he had to bring us a Hebrew
to dally with us! This one came to lie with
me; but | screamed loud. (15) And when
he heard me screaming at the top of my
voice, he left his garment with me and got
away and fled outside.” (16) She kept his
garment beside her, until his master came
home.
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8: Enter compassion

Genesis 42:8 _ ' M:271 NOWNA2
(8) For though Joseph recognized his brothers, ) .
PINTNX 701 7271 (1)

they did not recognize him.
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Rashi on Genesis 42:8:3 N9 by 9T
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and he took Simeon from among them ' ' '
and had him bound before their eyes.
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9: Taking a stand
Genesis 44:18-34
(18) Then Judah went up to him and said, “Please,
my lord, let your servant appeal to my lord, and do not
be impatient with your servant, you who are the equal
of Pharaoh. (19) My lord asked his servants, ‘Have
you a father or another brother?’ (20) We told my lord,
‘We have an old father, and there is a child of his old
age, the youngest; his full brother is dead, so that he
alone is left of his mother, and his father dotes on
him.’ (21) Then you said to your servants, ‘Bring him
down to me, that | may set eyes on him.’ (22) We said
to my lord, ‘The boy cannot leave his father; if he
were to leave him, his father would die.” (23) But you
said to your servants, ‘Unless your youngest brother
comes down with you, do not let me see your faces.’
(24) When we came back to your servant my father,
we reported my lord’s words to him. (25) “Later our
father said, ‘Go back and procure some food for us.’
(26) We answered, ‘We cannot go down; only if our
youngest brother is with us can we go down, for we
may not show our faces to the man2 unless our
youngest brother is with us.” (27) Your servant my
father said to us, ‘As you know, my wife bore me two
sons. (28) But one is gone from me, and | said: Alas,
he was torn by a beast! And | have not seen him
since. (29) If you take this one from me, too, and he
meets with disaster, you will send my white head
down to Sheol in sorrow.’ (30) “Now, if | come to your
servant my father and the boy is not with us—since
his own life is so bound up with his— (31) when he
sees that the boy is not with us, he will die, and
your servants will send the white head of your
servant our father down to Sheol in grief. (32) Now
your servant has pledged himself for the boy to my
father, saying, ‘If I do not bring him back to you, | shall
stand guilty before my father forever.” (33) Therefore,
please let your servant remain as a slave to my
lord instead of the boy, and let the boy go back
with his brothers. (34) For how can | go back to
my father unless the boy is with me? Let me not
be witness to the woe that would overtake my
father!”
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10: The opened gates
Genesis 45:1-3
(1) Joseph could no longer control himself before all
his attendants, and he cried out, “Have everyone
withdraw from me!” So there was no one else about
when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. (2)
His sobs were so loud that the Egyptians could hear,

and so the news reached Pharaoh’s palace. (3) Joseph

said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. |Is my father still
well?” But his brothers could not answer him, so
dumfounded were they on account of him.

Genesis 45:4-15

(4) Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come forward
to me.” And when they came forward, he said, “l am
your brother Joseph, he whom you sold into Egypt.
(5) Now, do not be distressed or reproach yourselves
because you sold me hither; it was to save life that
God sent me ahead of you. (6) It is now two years
that there has been famine in the land, and there are
still five years to come in which there shall be no yield
from tilling. (7) God has sent me ahead of you to
ensure your survival on earth, and to save your lives
in an extraordinary deliverance. (8) So, it was not you
who sent me here, but God; and He has made me a
father to Pharaoh, lord of all his household, and ruler
over the whole land of Egypt. (9) “Now, hurry back to
my father and say to him: Thus says your son Joseph,
‘God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to
me without delay. (10) You will dwell in the region of
Goshen, where you will be near me—you and your
children and your grandchildren, your flocks and
herds, and all that is yours. ..(12) You can see for
yourselves, and my brother Benjamin for himself, that
it is indeed | who am speaking to you. (13) And you
must tell my father everything about my high station in
Egypt and all that you have seen; and bring my father
here with all speed.” (14) With that he embraced his
brother Benjamin around the neck and wept, and
Benjamin wept on his neck. (15) He kissed all his
brothers and wept upon them; only then were his
brothers able to talk to him.
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