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We require 4 Torah verses proclaiming God’s kingdom, yet there are only 3
mention the word melekh. Shema Yisrael, whose theme is malkhut, is the fourth.
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Talmud, Rosh Hashanah 32b
Rabbi Elazar, son of Rabbi Yosei, said: Pious individuals [ vatikin), who were scrupulous in
their performance of mitzvot, would conclude the series with a single verse from the Torah.
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The Gemara asks: Granted, it is possible to conclude Remembrances and Shofarot with a verse
from the Torah, as there are many such verses. However, with regard to Kingship, there are
only three: “The Lord his God is with him, and the sounding of a king is among them”
(Numbers 23:21); “And he was king in Jeshurun” (Deuteronomy 33:5); and: “The Lord shall
reign for ever and ever” (Exodus 15:18). And we require ten verses, and according to Rabbi



Yosei there are not enough, as he maintains that one should recite four verses from the Torah, the
first three and the concluding one. Rav Huna said: Come and hear a solution from that which
was taught in the 7osefta(2:11): The verse: “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is
one” (Deuteronomy é:4), is a verse of Kingship; this is the statement of Rabbi Yosei. Rabbi
Yehuda says: It is not a verse of Kingship.
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Know this day, and lay it to your heart, that the Lord, He is God in heaven above, and upon
the earth beneath; there is none else” (Deuteronomy 4: 39), is a verse of Kingship; this is the
statement of Rabbi Yosei. Rabbi Yehuda says: It is not a verse of Kingship. “To you it was
shown, that you might know that the Lord, He is God; there is none else beside Him”
(Deuteronomy 4: 35), is a verse of Kingship; this is the statement of Rabbi Yosei. Rabbi
Yehuda says: It is not a verse of Kingship.

Is there a difference between the invocation of the word melekh and the use of the
term malkeimnr
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Talmud, Rosh Hashanah 32b
Similarly, the Gemara discusses the following verses: “Sing praises to God, sing praises, sing
praises to our King, sing praises. For God is the King of all the earth; sing praises in a skillful
song” (Psalms 47:7-8). These are counted as two verses of Kingship; this is the statement of
Rabbi Yosei. Rabbi Yehuda says: They count as only one verse of Kingship, as the phrase:
“Sing praises to our King,” is referring to God as the King of the Jewish people, not the King of
the entire world.
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Every berakahrequires mentioning the Name of God (shem) and malkhut (God’s
kingdom)
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Talmud, Berakhot 40b

Rav said, Any blessing which does not contain a mention God’s Name is not a blessing. And
Rabbi Yohanan said, Any blessing which does not contain in it God’s Kingship is not a blessing.
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Where are the shem and malkhut in the first blessing of the Shemoneh Esrer:
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Tosafot
... The berakhot of the Amidah do not contain malkhut
1. “The God of Abraham” is like malkhut since Abraham crowned God over whole world,
by informing them about His Sovereignty.
2. And as for the Berachah Achat Me’ein Sheva that we recite on Friday night ...
The phrase “The holy God to Whom nothing is similar” is akin to malkhut.
3. This is similar to the verse of Shema Yisrael which is in place of malkhut.

71379 ©Y9271 5y YW .5

Rashi interprets the Shema as a vision of the messianic future:
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Rashi, Deut. 6:4
The Lord who is now our God and not the God of the other peoples of the world, He will at some
future time be the One (sole) 'n, as it is said, (Zephaniah 3: 9) “For then I will turn to the peoples a
pure language that they may all call upon the name of the Lord”, and it is further said, (Zechariah
14:9) “In that day shall the Lord be One (7nx) and His Name One.”
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According to the Midrash, Adam not only gives names to the animals, Adam names
God!
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Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 17:4
...And I (asked God), what is My Name? (Adam) said to Him, to You it is fitting to call Adonay

for You are the Master of all Your creation. Said R. Aha, (Isaiah 42), “I am God, that is My
Name,” that is My Name by which I was called by the first man.
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Eternal master, who reigned, before any creation was created,
When it was finished according to his will, then “King” His name was proclaimed
to be.
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The Lord reigns, he is robed in majesty; the Lord is robed in majesty and armed with
strength; indeed, the world is established, firm and secure.
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How does R. Nachman reinterpret the obligation to hear yourself recite the words of
the Shema? How does he explain the permission to recite the Shema in any
language?



NNNRY NN TITRD YOUN YO IYIT D .¥NY NNN DXTIOD MY ITHD 5737 1ININRY NN
DAV 551 YW NXMIP I IMNY .YV NNRY YD 531 YyNv VAT ON TN NOXIN
INMPON DODIAY T NIN TIIND YHWN NN N9 YOV NNIP D TAX DIV D .NMYD
IMPINR MDD PIDY IMNT A NYY 5D ¥V NN NNV INT D70 NVN T DD N9
NN2 D731 NN NINYAINT ,ITIAD XNIND DI NI D 0NN NMIYD DI 1DIN TH1am
DV 21NV 10D 1ISY PYNMND P ROV .I9Y 1)WY 1IN INPN NN NVN OIT MHIVN
25 NN DNY DN NMVYY NPNI NTY 17N 9NV DIPND 91V 129N ¥ .51 IDNRNI
99Y 701 1N INPN NN OV DI IMPONR NI PUID 199 DY GN) 191 MY MINNN
XY INTY DY TIIRIND YHWN NN DD N9 YRV NNXIP NN NINY DD NN ST DY
D2WD N T2 D730 119) 71929 M9 INNX YD ITIAD XNIND D NI VWD D2 ynw NyNa
N )IN
Rabbi Nachman of Bratzlov, Likutei Halakhot
...It was taught that one must recite the Shema loud enough so that one’s ears may hear that which
one’s mouth recites... And it is permissible to recite the Shema in all 70 languages. These two
rulings are, in fact, one: Reciting the Shema aloud is for the purpose of proclaiming His goodness
to all who dwell on earth... and that is the purpose of reciting it in all languages. ..
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What are the implications of R. Tzadok Ha-Kohen’s teaching about the subjectivity
of the times of the recitation of the Shema?
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R. Tzadok ha-Kohen of Lublin, Tzidkat ha-Tzaddik 3
The essence of the Shema is the acceptance of the yoke of God’s Kingdom and the yoke of His
commandments, and it must be both during the day and at night. Actually, not in the morning and
the evening, but, rather, “when you lie down and when you rise up.”... Day and night are
objective periods, relating to the external world, and (if so), one recitation a day would suffice.
But “when you lie down and when you rise up” relate to the different experiences of a person:

when he rises in the morning and goes out to work...and at night, when he goes to bed, that person
should know before Whom he is sleeping...
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According to R. Tzadok Ha-Kohen, what important lesson can we derive from the
daily order in which we recite the Shema’
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R. Tzadok ha-Kohen of Lublin, Tzidkat ha-Tzaddik 4
We learn the order of reciting the Shema and the acceptance of the yoke of God’s Kingdom from
the order of the creation of the world: first darkness- one must accept God’s Kingdom during
periods of darkness and folly and paucity of deeds, and then, in the end, he will be able to accept

God’s Kingdom in richness and the light of day, with a clear understanding from which deeds will
follow.



