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V1. Midrashic Relocation!
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Shabbat 88a

And they stood under the mount: R. Abdimi b. Hama b. Hasa said:
This teaches that the Holy One, blessed be He, overturned the
mountain upon them like an [inverted] cask, and said to them, "If
ye accept the Torah, ‘tis well; if not, there shall be your burial.’

R. Aha b. Jacob observed: This furnishes a strong protest against
the Torah. Said Raba, Yet even so, they re-accepted it in the days
of Ahasuerus, for it is written, [the Jews] confirmed, and took upon
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(1) And it came to pass in the seventh year, in the fifth month, the
tenth day of the month, that certain of the elders of Israel came to
inquire of the Lord, and sat before me. (32) and that which cometh
into your mind shall not be at all; in that ye say: We will be as the
nations, as the families of the countries, to serve wood and stone.

Nehemia ch. 9

36. Behold, we are slaves today, and with respect to the land that
you gave to our fathers to eat its fruit and its goods, behold, we are
slaves in it; 37. And its abundant yield goes to the kings whom you
have set over us because of our sins; they also have power over our
bodies, and over our cattle, at their pleasure, and we are in great
distress.

Ch10

1. And because of all this we make a firm covenant, and write it;
and our princes, Levites, and priests, set their seal to it... 30. They
join with their brothers, their nobles, and enter into a curse, and an
oath, to walk in God’s Torah, which was given by Moses the servant
of God, and to observe and do all the commandments of the Lord
our Lord, and his judgments and his statutes; 31. And we will not
give our daughters to the peoples of the land, nor take their
daughters for our sons; 32. And if the peoples of the land bring ware
or any grain on the sabbath day to sell, we will not buy it from them
on the sabbath, or on a holy day; and we will forego the crops of the
seventh year, and the exaction of every debt.
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