Midrashic Methodology, TiM 5782, Page 97

Difficult Stories / More Difficult Midrashim
Understanding R. Shmuel B. Nachmeini — A Wholistic Methodology
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Know that Abraham our father unintentionally committed a great
sin by bringing his righteous wife to a stumbling-block of sin on
account of his fear for his life. He should have trusted that G-d
would save him and his wife and all his belongings for G-d surely
has the power to help and to save. His leaving the Land, concerning
which he had been commanded from the beginning, on account of
the famine, was also a sin he committed, for in famine G-d would
redeem him from death. It was because of this deed that the exile
in the land of Egypt at the hand of Pharaoh was decreed for his
children. In the place of justice, there is wickedness and sin.

3. Hirsch, Genesis 12:10-13
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"The Torah never presents our great men as being perfect, it deifies no man, says of none "here you have the ideal,
in this man the Divine became human". Altogether it puts the life of no man before us as the pattern out of which
we are to learn what is right and good...Where the Word of G-d would set a pattern before us for us to imitate...We
are never to say: This must be right for did not so-and-so do it! The Torah is no "collection of examples of saints".
It relates what occurred, not because it was exemplary but because it did occur.... "The Torah never hides from us
the faults, errors, and weaknesses of our great men...But in truth, by the knowledge which is given us of their faults
and weaknesses, our great men are in no wise made lesser but actually greater and more instructive. If they stood
before us as the purest models of perfection we should attribute them as having a different nature, which has been
denied to us. Were they without passion, without internal struggles, their virtues would seem to us the outcome of
some higher nature, hardly a merit and certainly no model that we could hope to emulate... The Torah also shows
us no faults without at the same time letting us see the greater or lesser evil consequences. From our great teachers
of the Torah, and truly Ramban can be reckoned amongst the very greatest, we would accordingly learn that it may
never be our task to whitewash the spiritual and moral heroes of our past, to appear as apologists for them. They do
not require our apologies, nor do such attempts become them. Truth is the seal of our Torah, and truthfulness is the
principle of all its true and great commentators and teachers..."
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A woman is not rendered forbidden to her husband through the
testimony of one witness. Rather, two witnesses — or if there was
jealous warning and seclusion... And if you would say with regard
to the incident that transpired — why did the Sages not deem her
forbidden? There it was against her will. Or you can say like
Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahmani said that Rabbi Yonatan said: Anyone
who goes to a war waged by the royal house of David writes a
conditional bill of divorce to his wife.
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R. Samuel b. Nahmani citing R. Jonathan. explained: [And these

tire the last words of David], The saying of David the son of Jesse

and the saying of the man raised on high, [means, it is] the saying

of David the son of Jesse who established the yoke of
repentance.
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Shabbat 55b

Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahmani said that Rabbi Yonatan said: Anyone
who says that Reuben sinned with Bilhah is nothing other than
mistaken, as it is stated: “And it came to pass, when Israel dwelt in
that land, that Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his father’s
concubine; and Israel heard of it. Now the sons of Jacob were
twelve” (Genesis 35:22) - all of the brothers were equal in
righteousness. How then do | establish the meaning of the verse:
“And he lay with Bilhah his father’s concubine”? Reuben
rearranged his father’s bed and the verse considers it as if he had
lain with her.

Shabbat 55b

Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahmani said that Rabbi Yonatan said: Anyone
who says that the sons of Eli sinned is nothing other than mistaken,
as it is written: “And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Pinehas, were
there priests of the Lord” (I Samuel 1:3). He holds with the opinion
of Rav, as Rav said: Pinehas did not sin. And the verse juxtaposes
Hophni to Pinehas; just as Pinehas did not sin, so too Hophni did
not sin. How, then, do I establish the meaning of the verse: “Now
Eli was very old, and heard all that his sons did to all Israel; and
how they lay with the women that assembled at the door of the Tent
of Meeting” (I Samuel 2:22)? They delayed sacrificing the bird-
offerings of women who had given birth, causing the women not to
go to their husbands in timely fashion, the verse ascribes to Hophni
and Pinehas liability as if they had lain with them.

Shabbat 56a

R. Samuel b. Nahmani said in R. Jonathan's name: Whoever
maintains that Samuel's sons sinned is merely erring. For it is said,
And it came to pass when Samuel was old... that his sons walked not
in his ways: thus, they [merely] walked not in his ways, yet they did
not sin either. Then how do | fulfill, ‘they turned aside for lucre’?
That means that they did not act like their father. For Samuel the
righteous used to travel to all the places of Israel and judge them in
their towns, as it is said, And he went from year to year in circuit to
Beth-el, and Gilgal, and Mizpah; and he judged Israel. But they did
not act thus, but sat in their own towns, in order to increase the fees
of their beadles and scribes.

Shabbat 56a

Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahmani said that Rabbi Yonatan said: Anyone
who says that David sinned with Bathsheba is nothing other than
mistaken, as it is stated: “And David succeeded in all his ways; and
the Lord was with him” (I Samuel 18:14). Is it possible that sin came
to his hand and nevertheless the Divine Presence was with him?
However, how then do | understand “Why have you despised the
word of the Lord, to do that which is evil ...” he sought to do this —
but did not do so.

“Uriah the Hittite you have smitten with the sword,” means that you
could have judged him before the Sanhedrin and you did not do so.
“And his wife you have taken to be your wife”’; means that you have
rights of marriage with her... As Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahmani said
that Rabbi Yonatan said: Anyone who goes to a war waged by the
royal house of David writes a conditional bill of divorce to his wife.
With regard to that which is written: “And him you have slain with
the sword of the children of Ammon,” it means: Just as you are not
punished for soldiers killed by the sword of the children of Ammon
in the course of the war, so too you are not punished for the death
of Uriah the Hittite. Why? Because Uriah committed treason when
he said to David: “And my lord Joab and the servants of my lord
are encamped in the open fields” (Il Samuel 11:11).
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the presence of ordinary people during the era of David and
Solomon. The Supreme Sanhedrin would view them with
skepticism. Since they immersed themselves, they would not reject
them, but they would not draw them close until they saw what the
outcome would be.

16) Solomon converted women and married them and similarly,
Samson converted [women] and married [them]. It is well known
that they converted only because of an ulterior motive and that
their conversion was not under the guidance of the court. Hence
Scripture considered it as if they were gentiles and remained
forbidden. Moreover, their conduct ultimately revealed their
initial intent. For they would worship their false deities and build
platforms for them. Therefore the Scriptures considered it as if
[Solomon] built them, as [l Kings 11:7] states: "And then,
Solomon built a platform.”
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If a man commits adultery with a married woman, committing

adultery with another man’s wife, the adulterer and the adulteress

shall be put to death.
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Just as the water evaluates her fidelity, so too, the water

evaluates his... just as she is forbidden to her husband, so

too is she forbidden to her paramour, because the verse
states “And is defiled [venitma’a] " (Numbers 5:29).
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The Sages taught: Converts are not accepted in the days of
the Messiah. Similarly, they did not accept converts in the
days of King David or in the days of King Solomon.
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15) For this reason, the court did not accept converts throughout
the reign of David and Solomon. In David's time, [they feared] that
they sought to convert because of fear and in Solomon's time, [they
feared] that they were motivated by the sovereignty, prosperity,
and eminence which Israel enjoyed. [They refrained from
accepting such converts, because] a gentile who seeks to convert
because of the vanities of this [material] world is not a righteous
convert. Nevertheless, there were many people who converted in




