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He who fatally strikes a man shall
be put to death.

If he did not do it by design, but it
came about by an act of God, | will
assign you a place to which he can
flee.

When a man schemes against
another and kills him
treacherously, you shall take him
from My very altar to be put to
death.



lbn Ezra (second commentary)
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[When a man] schemes [against
another to kill him
treacherously]: “to kill him”
should be understood as if “and
killed him treacherously” were
written.

From My very altar. This is the
reverse of the previous verse
which states, “l will assign you a
place [to which he can flee].”




Shadal (1800-1865)
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Holy places and altars were places
of refuge among the ancients;
therefore, after it says that “I will
assign you a place to which he can
flee,” it adds that there is no
refuge for an intentional killer, and
that even if he takes hold of the
horns of the altar, they are to take
him away from there and put him
to death.



Rabbi Akiva
on asylum
(Yoma 85a)
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Rabbi Akiva taught: “[Take
him to die] even from
beside My altar” but not
from atop the altar.

Rashi: [Take him away from
beside My altar even] if he
is a priest who is coming to
perform Temple service.

But not “atop the altar”: if
he already began the
service, don’t take him
away to put him on trial.
Allow him to complete the
service first.



Adoniyah seeks asylum (I Kings 1)
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Adoniyah and all the guests who were with
him heard . .. Adoniyah, in fear of Solomon,
went at once [Ito the Tent] and grasped the
horns of the altar.

It was reported to Solomon: “Adoniyah is in
fear of King Solomon and has grasped the
horns of the altar, saying, ‘Let King Solomon
first swear to me that he will not put his
servant to the sword’.”

Solomon said, “If he behaves worthily, not a
hair of his head shall fall to the ground; but
if he is caught in any offence, he shall die.”
So Kin§ Solomon sent and had him taken
down from the altar. He came and bowed
before King Solomon, and Solomon said to
him, “Go home.”



Yoav (Joab) seeks asylum (I Kings 2:28)
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When the news reached Yoayv, he fled to the

Tent of the LORD and grasped the horns of
the altar—for Yoav had sided with Adoniyah,

though he had not sided with Absalom.

King Solomon was told that Yoav had fled to
the Tent of the LORD and that he was there by
the altar; so Solomon sent Benaiah son of
Yehoiada, saying, “Go and strike him down.”

Benaiah went to the Tent of the LORD and
said to him, “Thus said the king: Come out!”
“No!” he replied; “I will die here.” Benaiah
reported back to the king that Yoav had
answered thus and thus,



Rabbi David
Kimhi
commentary
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“No! | will die
here.”

He said this
thinking that he
would thus bring
guilt upon
Solomon for
killing him at
God’s altar.



Yoav (cont.)
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The king said, “Do just as he said;
strike him down and bury him, and
remove guilt from me and my
father’s house for the blood of the
innocent that Yoav has shed.

Thus the LORD will bring his blood
Euilt down upon his own head,

ecause, unbeknown to my father,
he struck down with the sword two
men more righteous and honorable
than he—Avner son of Ner, the army
commander of Israel, and Amasa son
of Yeter, the army commander of

Judah.



Rabbi David
Kimhi
commentary
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“Do as he said”: to kill
him [there]. There is no
reason to complain
about such an action,
for he killed two people
treacherously and with
premeditation. And the
verse says, “you shall
take him from My very
altar to be put to
death.”



Yoav (cont.)
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May the guilt for their blood come
down upon the head of Yoav and
his descendants forever, and may
good fortune from the LORD be
granted forever to David and his
descendants, his house and his
throne.”

So Benaiah son of Yehoiada went
up and struck him down. And he
was buried at his home in the
wilderness.



Yoav’'s mistakes (Makkot 12a)
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Rav Yehuda says that Rav says: Yoav
made two errors at that moment, as it is
written: “And Yoav fled to the Tent of
God and grasped the horns of the altar”

He erred in that only the top of the altar
provides refuge, and he grasped its
corners. Moreover, he erred in that only
the altar of the eternal House, i.e., the
Temple, provides refuge, and he
grasped the altar at Shiloh.

Abaye said: Yoav also made another
error, as the altar provides refuge only
for a priest whose service is in his hand,
and Joab was a non-priest.



Ralbag on |
Kings
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It was explained
already in the
Torah that the
altar provides
protection for
everyone except
those who
committed
premeditated
homicide.



Rambam, Laws of murder chapter 5
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Any people who were afraid that the
monarch might execute them or that
a rabbinical court might execute
them in an extra-judicial manner,
and escaped to the altar and stayed
there, even if they were not priests,
they are protected [by the altar].
They are never to be taken away
from the altar, unless they were
found guilty by a beit din with
unimpeachable evidence and with
prior warning.



Commentaries on Rambam
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R. Meir Simcha of Dvinsk (d. 1926)
Adoniyah was a political rebel, and
that is why he was saved [by fleeing
to the altar].

R. Joseph Karo

One can ask: doesn’t this law of
Rambam provide a good defence for
Yoav ... They should not have been
able to take him from there to Kkill
him since he did not kill Avner and
Amasa with prior warning. The
matter requires further study.



Abarbanel (commentary on | Kings)
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It is important to know that when
Ezra wrote Chronicles, he wrote
nothing about these [deathbed]
instructions [of David to Solomon]
nor about the killing of Adoniyah,
Yoav, and Shimi ... since, as | wrote
in my introduction to my
commentary on Samuel, Ezra’s
purpose in his book was to praise
David and Solomon. Accordingly,
he recorded none of this story
since he did not see it as positive.




Abarbanel (intro to Samuel)
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Remember this important principle:
since the purpose of this book
[Chronicles] was to recount David’s
greatness . .. the author saw no
reason to mention his sins or
anything that he did after becoming
king that lacked perfection and
certainly not anything that was
somewhat disgraceful or foolish. . ..
Ezra did not mention the story of
Bathsheba and Uriah since it is very
derogatory to David as it involves the
sins of adultery and murder . . ..



Abarbanel (on killing Yoav)
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Know this day and keep in
mind that Yoav wasn’t killed
because of what David
instructed Solomon to do on
his deathbed, but because he
was a [political] rebel against
David.
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Yoav Rav Yehudah said in the name of

(Sa nhedrin Rav: All the curses that Yoav cursed

48b) David came back to haunt David’s
descendants.



