Hippazon: Leaving Fast; Leaving Slow

1. The Haggadah

Why do we eat this Matza? — The dough of our ancestors did not
have time to rise when God, the King of Kings — appeared, and
redeemed them! As it states: "And they baked the dough that
they took out of Egypt as cakes of Matza, but not Chametz, for
they were expelled from Egypt and they could not delay. And
they had also not prepared food for themselves." [Shemot 12:39].

2. Shemot 12

(8) They shall eat the flesh that same night; they shall eat it
roasted over the fire, with unleavened bread and with bitter
herbs

(11) They must eat the meat on this night broiled, with Matzot
and bitter herbs together.... You shall eat it (the Paschal Lamb) in
the following way: Your loins girded, with shoes on your feet, your
staff in your hand — eat it hurriedly — it is a Pesach for God"

3.lbn Ezra 12:11

... And as for the hurrying, it is in order that they not delay, to
facilitate their eating before the moment in which the
"Destroyer" would arrive in which God would leap over their
homes. Hence God commanded that the lamb be fire-roasted so
that it would cook speedily. And likewise our Rabbis said: It must
be eaten by midnight."

4. Rashi Exodus 12:11

In haste: Heb. |iT9N3, a term denoting panic and speed, like “and
David was hastening (19n3) ” (I Sam. 23:26); that the Arameans
had cast off in their haste (n79na) (Il Kings 7:15). — [from
Onkelos]

It is a Passover sacrifice to the Lord: Heb. n09. The sacrifice is
called no9 because of the skipping and the jumping over, which
the Holy One, blessed be He, skipped over the Israelites’ houses
that were between the Egyptians houses. He jumped from one
Egyptian to another Egyptian, and the Israelite in between was
saved. [“To the Lord” thus implies] you shall perform all the
components of its service in the name of Heaven. (Another
explanation:) [You should perform the service] in the manner of
skipping and jumping,

5 Tzidkat Hatzaddik — Reb Tzaddok Hakohen of Lublin
"The beginning of a person's entry to Divine Service must be Be-
Hippazon (rushed), just as we find in Egypt where the Lamb was eaten
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http://www.chabad.org/15913#v15

in a rush as opposed to the celebration of Pesach in subsequent years
(Pesach Dorot). This is because the beginning necessitates that one
break one's ties of worldly desire which a person is entangled by.
Hence one needs to preserve the moment in which one feels the
impetus to serve God and to seize the moment — fast — and maybe one
will see success. Later, one can move more moderately and steadily as
in Pesach Dorot. " (Siman #1)

6. Shemot/Exodus Chapter 12

22 Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the basin,
and apply some of the blood that is in the basin to the lintel and to the
two doorposts. None of you shall go outside the door of his house
until morning. 2 For when the Lord goes through to smite the
Egyptians, He will see the blood on the lintel and the two doorposts,
and the Lord will pass over the door and not let the Destroyer enter
and smite your home.
29 In the middle of the night the Lord struck down all the first-born in
the land of Egypt, from the first-born of Pharaoh who sat on the throne
to the first-born of the captive who was in the dungeon, and all the
first-born of the cattle. 3 And Pharaoh arose in the night, with all his
courtiers and all the Egyptians — because there was a loud cry in
Egypt; for there was no house where there was not someone
dead. 3 He summoned Moses and Aaron in the night and said, "Up,
depart from among my people, you and the Israelites with you! Go,
worship the Lord as you said!
3 The Egyptians urged the people on, impatient to have them leave
the country, for they said, "We shall all be dead." 3* So the people
took their dough before it was leavened, their kneading bowls

wrapped in their cloaks upon their shoulders.

37 The Israelites journeyed from Raamses to Succoth, about six hundred
thousand men on foot, aside from children.

... 3°And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough that they had
taken out of Egypt, for it was not leavened, since they had been driven
out of Egypt and could not delay; nor had they prepared any
provisions for themselves.

7. "Sefat Emmet" - Yehudah Aryeh Leib Alter of Gur (1847-1905)
"Speak to the Children of Israel that they return back" (14:1): After
the Children of Israel left Egypt BeHippazon, i.e. in a non-gradual
manner — an unstable state of being — they were instructed to
retreat and return ... so that there would be some stability.

Sefat Emmet

"Egypt was a miracle — a huge leap without intermediate
stages — and hence it was only temporary. God wished that
the redemption remain in the essence of Israel ... so that it
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remain in his heart even in times of God's withdrawal. Hence
He commanded that (Israel) they go back and raise
themselves up. Hence "They [Israel] cried [at the Red Seal."
One may ask: after they saw God's infinite miracles [in Egypt]
why did they despair (at the Red Sea)? — But they knew that

now they must overcome on their own basis." (5631 - 1861)
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8. Rav Yoel Bin Nun. Hametz and Matza on Pesach, Shavuot, and in the Bread Offerings

http://www.ybn.co.il/mamrim/PDF/Hametz%20and%20matza.pdf

Leaven, hametz ... represent the final goal to which the farmer aspires, from the start of his work. ...

Bread which is hametz ... express[es] the end of the successful process, the longed-for end-result...
the realization of that which he had visualized at the start, and which he pursued until he achieved it.

Matza, in contrast, represents a station in mid-process, before the end-result is achieved. It

represents a deficiency that is waiting for completion.

. Apparently, redemption is a prolonged, difficult process requiring patience and a great capacity

for discomfort... The essence of the festival of matzot, then, is a severe warning against the illusion of

a complete redemption that happens in a single moment

9. A Nation Born in an Instant.
Rav Abraham Isaac Kook (1865-1935)

The concept of matzah is characterized by the themes of bread of poverty and hasty
departure.

At the core, the hasty exodus was at the initiative of God. It was meant to raise the level
of Israel—not in accordance with gradual development, which every other nation experiences
as (in a natural progression) its physical and spiritual levels proceed slowly—but rather that
the great forces that were asleep in the spirit of the Jewish nation the entire time it was in
Egypt, oppressed by poverty and degradation both physical and moral, burst suddenly forth
from potential to actual, until the people of Israel were transformed from lowly slaves into a
cultured nation with a divine culture, rich and lofty, a holy nation fit for the most elevated
guidance, the greatest light: that of the true Torah.

Then behold, a nation was born in an instant... the essence of its structure is that its
national being may not be adulterated by any cultural form, that all the spiritual acquisitions
of a national nature that the Jews witnessed in Egypt did not touch them at all... If not for the
fact that Israel is a nation that can develop exclusively in accordance with the divine planting
to which no other form can be grafted, there would have been no need whatsoever for that
haste (hippazon). Instead, the Jews would have developed bit by bit, higher and higher, from
the midst of the Egyptian culture to a superior culture, until they would have been prepared
to receive the Torah.

However, since every other culture impedes the ability of the holiness of the Torah and
the divine form unique to Israel from resting upon it, the nation of Israel was never qualified
for gradual growth. And therefore, the haste was imperative.

Thus, the symbol of the Jewish people is matzah, which lacks the form of any taste; yet
which, when it reaches its fullness and goodness, is filled with the taste of many meanings.
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