D'aon %2 ,nT NY'Hn
Moshe Sokolow: Seder Etiquette

N:' D'NOD NIwn
TV DON' KD DNWRAW 1y 1DHN]1 WNNY TY DTN DON' XD ,NNINDY N0 0'NDD 11y
2Dy
On the eve of Passover, adjacent to minha time, a person may not eat until dark. Even the
poorest Jew should not eat until he reclines.
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Lying on the back is not reclining; reclining on the right side is not reclining. Moreover, he may
put [his food] into the windpipe before the gullet, and thus endanger himself. A woman in her
husband’s [house] need not recline, but if she is a woman of importance she must recline. A son
in his father's [house] must recline. The scholars asked: What about a disciple in his teacher's
presence? — Come and hear, for Abaye said: When we were at the Master's [Rabbah b.
Nahman's] house, we used to recline on each other's knees. When we came to R. Joseph's
house he remarked to us, ‘You do not need it: the fear of your teacher is as the fear of Heaven.’
An objection is raised: A man must recline with all [people], and even a disciple in his master's
presence? — That was taught of a craftsman's apprentice. The scholars asked: What about an
attendant? — Come and hear, [or R. Joshua b. Levi said: A attendant, who ate as much as an
olive of unleavened bread while reclining has discharged [his duty]. Thus, only while reclining,
but not if he was not reclining. This proves that he must recline. This proves it.
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His table should be set from the previous day to eat as soon as it gets dark. Even if he is in the
study hall, he should exit it, because it is a mitzvah to hasten and to eat so that the children do
not fall asleep. However, one should not eat before it turns dark, even though on an ordinary
Shabbat or holiday one may add to the sacred time, Pesach is different because the time to eat
matzah is only at night, as it was for the Pesach sacrifice.
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One should set the table with nice utensils to the best of his ability and prepare the seat that he
will occupy reclining, in the manner of freedom. The Avi Ezri [=Raviyah] wrote that nowadays,
when it is not customary in our lands to recline, one may sit in the ordinary fashion and there is
no obligation to recline. If one reclines, he should not be supine, nor prone, nor on his right
side, but only on the left. Rashbam explained that it is to eat with his right hand, therefore a
leftie should recline on his right side. Rashi however gave the reason that one should not choke,
in which case there is no difference between one who is right-handed and left-handed.
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A woman does not have to recline. Rashbam explained that it is because she is subservient to
her husband. In that case, a widow or a divorcee would have to recline. The BaHaG wrote that it
is because a woman does not customarily pour wine, in which case, no woman needs to recline.
An important woman needs to recline, as does a son seated at his father's table, even if his
father is his teacher. A student does not have to recline in the presence of his teacher, even if it
is not his regular teacher, unless he is given permission to do so.
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The waiter needs to recline, and anyone who is obliged to recline and eats or drinks without
reclining—has not met his obligation.
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R. Levi said: sine it is the manner of servants to eat while standing, here we need to recline
while eating to indicate the transition from slavery to freedom.
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Therefore, when one dines on this night, he must eat and drink while reclining in the manner of
freedom.
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Rabbi Meir ben Rabbi Yekutiel HaKohen of Rothenburg was born circa 1260.
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Raviyah wrote that we do not require reclining nowadays because freemen do not recline. Au
contraire; being seated [upright] is indicative of freedom. However, his is a solitary opinion.
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R. Yehoshua ben Levi said: Women are obligated in the four cups.
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A woman does not have to recline. Why? Because it is not the custom of woman to pour wine.
But an important woman needs to recline.
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NOTE [R’'MA]: All our women are considered important, yet they are not accustomed to
reclining, because they rely on the opinion of Raviyah that it is not required nowadays.
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Another possibility is that a woman does not have to recline because since she is preoccupied

with preparing the meal and serving it they released her from the obligation—just as she is

released from time-bound mitzvot. However, an important woman who has maids and servants
who take care of the meal—while she remains seated at the table—would have to recline.
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Should We Incline or Recline?
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How is a [formal] meal conducted? Guests enter and sit upon benches and chairs until all have
gathered. When they have all gathered, they are given [water] for handwashing, and each one
washes one of his hands. When their cups are filled, each one makes his own b’rakha. When
the appetizers are brought, each one makes his own b’rakha.
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When they have gone up[stairs] and reclined, they are given water for handwashing. Even
though they have already washed one hand, they now wash both hands. When their cups are
filled, even though they already made a b’rakha on the first one, they make another on the
second. Appetizers are set before them and even though they already made a b’rakha on the
first on the first ones, they make a b’rakha on the second ones, but one can make it for them
all. Anyone who arrives after three appetizers [have been served] may not enter.
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Rabbi Jacob said: this world is like a vestibule before the world to come; prepare yourself in the
vestibule, so that you may enter the banqueting-hall.
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A triclinium (plural: triclinia) is a formal dining room in a Roman building. The word is adopted from the Greek
triklinion (tpwk\iviov)—from tri- (tpt-), "three", and kliné (kAivn), a sort of couch or rather chaise longue.
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...and there were couches of gold and silver on a pavement of marble, alabaster, mother-of-
pearl, and mosaics. Royal wine was served in abundance...
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Af. ron 1) to swrround, enclose. Targ. Josh. VI, 3;
11; 14 (interch. with Pe.); a. fr.—2) fo go about. Targ.
11 Chr. XVIL, 9.—3) to lead about, to move. Targ. O. Bx.
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recline around the table, to dine. "Targ. Lx. XXXIIL 6.
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The Dropsie College Haggadah
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