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A new approach to understanding the structure of the “Mitzvot Speech” (Devarim 6-25)
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1 And Moses called unto all Israel, and said unto them: Hear, O Israel, the statutes and the ordinances which I speak in your ears
this day, that ye may learn them, and observe to do them. 2 Hashem our God made a covenant with us in Horeb. 3 Hashem
made not this covenant with our fathers, but with us, even us, who are all of us here alive this day. 4 Hashem spoke with you
face to face in the mount out of the midst of the fire—- 5 I stood between Hashem and you at that time, to declare unto you the
word of Hashem; for ye were afraid because of the fire, and went not up into the mount—saying:
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6 I am Hashem thy God, who brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have no
other gods before Me. 7 Thou shalt not make unto thee a graven image, even any manner of likeness, of any thing that
is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 8 Thou shalt not bow down
unto them, nor serve them; for I Hashem thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children,
and upon the third and upon the fourth generation of them that hate Me, 9 and showing mercy unto the thousandth
generation of them that love Me and keep My commandments.
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10 Thou shalt not take the name of Hashem thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh His
name in vain.
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11 Observe the sabbath day, to keep it holy, as Hashem thy God commanded thee. 12 Six days shalt thou labor, and do all
thy work; 13 but the seventh day is a sabbath unto Hashem thy God, in it thou shalt not do any manner of work, thou, nor
thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thine ox, nor thine ass, nor any of thy cattle,
nor thy stranger that is within thy gates; that thy man-servant and thy maid-servant may rest as well as thou. 14
And thou shalt remember that thou was a servant in the land of Egypt, and Hashem thy God brought thee out thence by
a mighty hand and by an outstretched arm; therefore Hashem thy God commanded thee to keep the sabbath day.

15 Honor thy father and thy mother, as Hashem thy God commanded thee, that thy days may be long, and that it may
go well with thee, upon the land which Hashem thy God giveth thee.

Thou shalt not murder. 1¥70 N? 5
Neither shalt thou commit adultery. R Niﬂ 6
Neither shalt thou steal. :;:ﬂ Niﬂ (7
Neither shalt thou bear false witness against thy neighbor. R ¥ 79713 n}:yn-xbw 8
Neither shalt thou covet thy neighbor's wife 787 N Tann Niﬂ ©
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neither shalt thou desire thy neighbor's house, his field; or his man-servant, or his maid-servant, his ox, or his ass, or
any thing that is thy neighbor's.
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5:18-6:3 — recap of implications of »1°0 91 THYN
6:4-11:21 — details of first 727 — knowledge of God and rejection of imagery
11:26-14:21 — details of 24 927 — sanctification and reverence of God’s Name
a. Includes the centrality of the wTpn (the place where God places his Name)
b. Includes the laws of miap
c. Includes the forbidden foods*
14:22 — 16:17 — details of 3¢ 927 — holy rhythms of time
a. 14:22-15:6 — mmwyn and nomw
i. 15:7-11-npx
b. 15:12 -17 — Indentures servant (6 years of work, then goes free)
c. 15:18-23 — sanctity of 7102
d. 16:1-17 — 0o vHv
16:18-18:22 — details of 4" 927 — structure of authority in society
a. 16:18-17:13 —judges and court
b. 17:14-20 - king
c. 18:1-8 — priests
d. 18:9-22 - prophets
19:1-21:23 — details of 5" 927 — murder, accidental killing, war
22:1-23:19 — details of 6% 727, including rape, seduction, slander, nw1p & N1 IR
23:20-24:15 - details of 7t 927, including kidnapping
24:16-25:4 — details of 8" 927, including other facets of 7 n»a hwyn

25:5 — 25:12 — details of 9t 927, relations between a man’s wife and another man

10. 25:13-19 — expansion of final 127, including pYny nwyn
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