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1) Devarim 12:5

But only to the place which Hashem your God shall choose
from all your tribes, to set His Name there; you shall inquire
after His dwelling and come there
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I. Jerusalem - A City Unnamed

2) Rambam - Guide to the Perplexed 3:45

There is no doubt by me that the place which was designated to
Avraham by prophecy [for the binding of Yitzchak] was
known by Moshe Rabbeinu and by the multitudes... The
reason that the Torah does not mention it by name, rather just
hints to it as “the place which Hashem will choose”, is
threefold (lit. has three wisdoms to it].

(1) The first is that the nations of the world will not conquer or
fight over it when they become aware that it is the place on
earth that is the purpose of the Torah.

(2) The second is that it should not be destroyed and brought to
waste by the hand of those who control it.

(3) The third, which is the strongest of them all, is so that every
tribe of Israel will not come and request it to be part of their lot
and have control over it. This would cause machloket to befall
upon it, just as machloket befell upon the priesthood. For this
reason, the commandment to build the Beit HaBechira is only
after the rising of the king, as he will be commanded to build it
and remove the machloket from upon it.
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3) Rabbeinu Bachaya — Devarim 12:5

... And therefore, the Torah was ambiguous and only wrote
this, and did not publicize it. And there is no need to say that
the nations of the world [did not know it was Jerusalem], for
even [the nation of] Israel did not know. For even though all
knew the greatness of Mount Moriah, they did not know that it
was that place that Hashem will chose.
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4) Talmud Bavli — Baba Kama 82b

Ten things were said about Yerushalayim... Yerushalayim
was not divided amongst the tribes.
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5) Yalkut Shemoni — Tehilim 76 (818)

The Holy One said: Avraham called it [the place] ‘Yireh’, as it
is written, *Avraham called the name of that place Hashem
Yireh: Shem called it ‘Shalem’, as it is written, 'Malki-
Tzedek, King of Shalem.” The Holy One said: If I call the
place ‘Yireh’, as Avraham called it, then Shem — a righteous
man — will be offended. If I call it ‘Shalem’ then Avraham — a
righteous man — will be offended. So I shall call it
»Yerushalayim,” as both of them called it: Yerushalayim — He
shall see peace.

6) Bereishit 14:18

And Malchizedek the king of Salem brought out bread and
wine, and he was a priest to the Most High God.

7) Bereishit 22:14

And Abraham named that place, The Lord will see, as it is said
to this day: On the mountain, the Lord will be seen.

8) Tehillim 122

1) A song of ascents of David. I rejoiced when they said to me,
nLet us go to the house of the Lord.”

2) Our feet were standing within your gates, O Jerusalem.

3) The built-up Jerusalem is like a city that was joined
together within itself.

4) There ascended the tribes, the tribes of God, testimony to
Israel, to give thanks to the name of the Lord.

5) For there were set thrones for judgment, thrones for the
house of David.

6) Request the welfare of Jerusalem; may those who love you
enjoy tranquility.

7) May there be peace in your wall, tranquility in your palaces.

8) For the sake of my brethren and my companions, I shall now
speak of peace in you.
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9) For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I shall beg for
goodness for you.
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9) Malbim — Tehillim 122

(1) A song of ascents of David — This psalm is speaking the
praise of Jerusalem. It describes the nation in its totality as one
body made up of different individual limbs and Jerusalem as
“a city that was joined together within itself...” The individual
limbs join together to become a whole body which can contain
the spirit of life, an intellect and a Godly soul. The House of
God is located within her and it is the vessel which prepares
the whole body to receive the Divine Presence and the Godly
soul. The city itself is like the heart and brain within the
body, which prepare it to receive the vital force and the
intellect. In light of this it says “I rejoiced when they said to
me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord,”” because there God
dwells and He makes the Divine Presence and Godliness to
come to rest in holiness.

(6) Request — It has been explained that Jerusalem is that which
upholds the connectivity of the wholeness of the body and its
unity. Now it goes on to say that just as if asked about the
welfare of the personal body one would reply that its peace
depends on whether its limbs and powers are connected and in
peace with each other, because at the moment one divides
between them then death comes, so too if one asks after the
peace of Jerusalem the answer is that her peace depends on the
tranquility of those who love her. The peace of Jerusalem
depends on whether there is inner tranquility between
those who love her. This is because the primary essence of
Jerusalem is the unity of the nation, and if this is so then if
strife and struggle arise between her people and an
estrangement of hearts occurs, there will be no peace found
for the city. Her primary peace is herself with herself “...like a
city that was joined together within itself,” and not if they are
divided. There is a difference between peace and tranquility,
because 'peace’ indicates an external peace and 'tranquility’ an
inner tranquility. Thus the psalm says that through Israel
having inner tranquility, which is why it calls them her lovers,
because there is love between them even if they have no peace
from their external enemies, this will bring about the external
peace of Jerusalem.
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Tehillim 147:2

The Lord is the builder of Jerusalem; He will gather the
outcasts of Israel.

11)
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Malbim — Tehillim 147:2

It is speaking about the ingathering of the tribes and their
joining to one another in it, as it is written “The built-up
Jerusalem is like a city that was joined together within itself,”
(Psalms 122: 3) as I explained there.
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Shmuel 2, chapter 5

3) And all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron, and
King David enacted a covenant for them in Hebron before the
Lord, and they anointed David as King over Israel.

4) Thirty years old was David when he became king, and forty
years did he reign.

5 In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six
months; and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty three years over all
Israel and Judah.

6) And the king and his men went to Jerusalem to the
Jebusite[s], the inhabitants of the land, who spoke to David,
saying: 'you shall not come here unless you remove the blind
and the lame’; as if to say: 'David shall not come here.’

7) And David conquered the stronghold of Zion which is the
city of David.
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Radak — Shmuel 2 chapter 5

“And the king and his men went” — In The Book of Chronicles
it states “and David and all of Israel”, for at this moment all of
Israel were his men, and since he was king over all of Israel, he
went to Jerusalem to capture the fortress of Zion. For there was
a tradition by them that Zion was the seat of the kingdom of
Israel, and it would not be captures by anyone except for one
who is king of all of Israel. And until this day, there was no
complete kingship of Israel, for Shaul did not establish his
kingship.
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Malbim — Shmuel 2 chapter 5§

And the king and his men went — After this moment the two
kingdoms of Israel were unified, for until not the tribe of
Yehudah was under David, and the rest of the tribes along with
[the tribe of] Binyamin were under the rule of Shaul headed by
Ish Boshet, and now as they all returned to the kingdom of
David it was suggested, and it appeared as the will of
Hashem, that the royal city should be on the border of the
two tribes which had a kingdom, and this was in
Yerushalayim.

15) Devarim 17:15

You shall set a king over you, one whom Hashem your God
chooses; from among your brothers, you shall set a king over
yourself; you shall not appoint a foreigner over yourself, one
who is not your brother.
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Ramban — Devarim 17:15

In my opinion, the simple understanding for ‘that He chooses’
is that any [appointment] of a ruler over a nation is from
Hashem. [Accordingly], when it says ‘you shall set a king over
you’, any outcome that will be must have been a decree from
Heaven that he would rule... And similarly, this is the simple
understanding of ‘the place that Hashem your God
chooses’. Wherever it will be that they will build the Beit
HaMikdash for Hashem, will have been by the will of
Hashem.
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II. Jacob’s Exile

17)

Bereishit 15:12-16

As the sun was about to set, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and
a great dark dread descended upon him. And He said to
Abram, “Know well that your offspring shall be strangers in a
land not theirs, and they shall be enslaved and oppressed four
hundred years; but I will execute judgment on the nation they
shall serve, and in the end they shall go free with great wealth.
As for you, You shall go to your fathers in peace; You shall
be buried at a ripe old age. And they shall return here in the
fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet
complete.”
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18) Bereishit 36:31, 37:1-4
These are the kings who reigned in the land of Edom before  >39% oiIx 782 1257 @R 2°59n3 79K)

any king reigned over the Israelites.... LR 220 o

Now Jacob was settled in the land where his father had 932 Y82 Y28 219 yIR2 20y 2Wn
sojourned, the land of Canaan. This, then, is the line of Jacob: ¥ may-vaw-12 70P 2Py NiTHR AR
At seventeen years of age, Joseph tended the flocks with his  >32-nx 2wl x37) X2 yox-nx 7y 733
brothers, as a helper to the sons of his father’s wives Bilhah  Api> X321 VIR W3 7297 2°0%) 7772
and Zilpah. And Joseph brought bad reports of them to their 2% 2%7%”) DPAR™O8 7¥7 DN2TNR
father. Now Israel loved Joseph best of all his sons, for he was 1% ®33 2%pr12™2 1ia-an HeP-ny
the child of his old age; and he had made him an ornamented  iA&=2 PR 7N 2°95 Mh? 2 AN
tunic. And when his brothers saw that their father loved him X7 ink w21 »ox-2n DA 3%
more than any of his brothers, they hated him so that they oY 1927 19
could not speak a friendly word to him.

19) Rashi to Bereishit 37:2

Jacob wished to live at ease, but this trouble in connection with ~ 2¥>2 apy> ¥pa, aw» a2 ¥I7) Ty
Joseph suddenly came upon him. When the righteous wish to  — qop» S¥ )7 vy Yop ,MHva
live at ease, the Holy one, blessed be He), says to them: “Are 0N ,mMyva avH OVpan OPTY
not the righteous satisfied with what is stored up for them in pnHRY NN OPTYY YT N> N7apn
the world to come that they wish to live at ease in this world  2v) ©WpPINY NN ,NID DLIYY DNY
too! (Genesis Rabbah 84: 3) M0 D21y NPVYa

20) Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik — “The Selling of Joseph and the Guilt
of Shomron”

In order to understand these things, it is necessary to return to the issue of the brit bein ha-betarim.... In
exchange for the land, they would be enslaved for several hundred years. Eretz Yisrael is not mentioned
explicitly. Even Egypt is not mentioned, only “a land not theirs...”

But here a question can be raised: Haran was also a “land not theirs.” Why was Eretz Yisrael not given
to Jacob after he was enslaved for more than 20 years in Haran? In regard to the slavery in Egypt, it is
customary for us to say that God “calculated its end” (Haggadah Shel Pesah). So why did He not
calculate the end regarding Haran? Why did the slavery have to be fulfilled specifically in Egypt? For
Jacob dwelled in Haran, and it would have been possible to calculate the end, and shorten the years of
slavery there, just like was later done in Egyptt What is the difference between 21 years in Haran and
210 years in Egypt? For God has, so to speak, his own special method of calculating years...

“Jacob wished to live at ease” — and he did not want to advance in accordance with the divine plan ... If
Jacob had stayed in Eretz Yisrael, no nation in the world could have uprooted him from there, the exile
would never had occurred, and there would have been no need for redemption. Providence would have
woven a different fate for the Nation of Israel. But after Joseph was sold, the path to redemption became
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very long, and an entirely different tapestry was made... The sale of Joseph set Jewish history in a new
direction.!

III. Nachshon and The Splitting of the Sea

21) Shemot 14:8-16

The LORD stiffened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and
he gave chase to the Israelites. As the Israelites were departing
defiantly, the Egyptians gave chase to them, and all the
chariot horses of Pharaoh, his horsemen, and his warriors
overtook them encamped by the sea, near Pi-hahiroth, before
Baal-zephon. As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites caught
sight of the Egyptians advancing upon them. Greatly
frightened, the Israelites cried out to the LORD. And they said
to Moses, “Was it for want of graves in Egypt that you
brought us to die in the wilderness? What have you done to
us, taking us out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told
you in Egypt, saying, ‘Let us be, and we will serve the
Egyptians, for it is better for us to serve the Egyptians than to
die in the wilderness’?”” But Moses said to the people, “Have
no fear! Stand by, and witness the deliverance which the
LORD will work for you today; for the Egyptians whom you
see today you will never see again. The LORD will battle for
you; you hold your peace!”

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to Me?
Tell the Israelites to go forward. And you lift up your rod and
hold out your arm over the sea and split it, so that the
Israelites may march into the sea on dry ground.
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Ramban to Shemot 14:15

And our Rabbis have said that it was Moses who was crying
and praying. This is the correct interpretation [and not, as Ibn
Ezra said, that the reference here is to all of Israel]. Moses was
at a loss concerning what he was to do. Although G-d had told
him, And I will be honored through Pharaoh, Above, Verse 4.
he did not know how to conduct himself at that moment when
he was at the edge of the sea and the enemy was pursuing and
overtaking [them]. He therefore prayed that G-d should instruct
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! Translation by David Curwin - https: //www.thelehrhaus.com/scholarship/could-it-have-been-different-history-according-

to-the-rabbis-joseph-soloveitchik/#_ednrefl
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him in the manner that he should choose.

23) Talmud Bavli, Sotah 37a

Rabbi Yehuda said to Rabbi Meir: That is not how the X% ,qwyn o7 75 K7 ;3717 020 17 KR
incident took place. Rather, this tribe said: | am not going into 2R 71 2°% 7910 77 K PR MR 7
the sea first, and that tribe said: 1 am not going into the sea 12 MWwna ysp ,0°2 7910 77 IR PR
first. Then, in jumped the prince of Judah, Nahshon ben ..712°0N D% T 2Ty

Amminadab, and descended into the sea first... X 75503 TIRD TWR T YW TMR

At that time, Moses was prolonging his prayer. The Holy One, o2 oovamw »77 (X1 7112 wipn 12
Blessed be He, said to him: My beloved ones are drowning in  :1°19% anX 2°19% 79902 PIRn O0R)
the sea and you prolong your prayer to me? Moses said before 1% ax 2mwy? *12a 791,02 5w 11127
Him: Master of the Universe, but what can | do? God said to  nX 277 70X 0™ SR °12 R 727
him: “Speak to the children of Israel that they go forward. RPS al a R Gy ieh iy 161a)
And you, lift up your rod and stretch out your hand” (Exodus

14:15-16).

24) Rabbeinu Bachava to Shemot 14:15

‘Why do you cry out to me’. The simple meaning of it is that
the words ‘out to me’, meaning that the matter is not
dependent on me, rather [it is dependent] on Israel.
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