


Chacham Yosef Chaim (1832-1909)
« Highly-revered Torah scholar and
master of Kabbalah
« Became Rav of Baghdad, Iraq at the
age of twenty-five
e Wasrecognized by the Sephardic
community both locally and abroad
as an eminent Halachic authority.




Best Known Works

« The Ben Ish Hai (»n ¥IN j3)_ (functioning as '"a Sephardi
Kitzur Shulchan Aruch')

- Me-Kabtziel (Miqqgabsi€l): an esoteric comprehensive
explanation of Jewish law

- Ben Yehoyada and Benayahou: his commentary on the
Talmud, considered a basic resource in understanding the
Aggada (narrative sections of the Talmud).

« The Responsa (She'elot U-Teshuvot) Rav Pe'alim and Torah
Lishmah.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sephardic_Judaism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shlomo_Ganzfried#Kitzur_Shulchan_Aruch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talmud
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aggada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Responsa
http://hebrewbooks.org/15114
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The Gemara relates: Rav Ketina was once
walking along the road when he came to the
entrance of the house of a necromancer and
an earthquake rumbled. He said: Does this
necromancer know what is this earthquake?
The necromancer raised his voice and said:
Ketina, Ketina, why would I not know?
Certainly this earthquake occurred because
when the Holy One, Blessed be He,
remembers His children who are suffering
among the nations of the world, He sheds
two tears into the great sea. The sound of
their reverberation is heard from one end of
the earth to the other. And that is an
earthquake.
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These two things have befallen you: Wrack and ruin-who can
console you? Famine and sword-how shall I comfort you?
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On the subject of prayer, Rabbi Elazar also said: Since
the day the Temple was destroyed the gates of prayer
were locked and prayer is not accepted as it once was,
as it is said in lamentation of the Temple’s destruction:
“Though I plead and call out, He shuts out my
prayer”(Lamentations 3:8). Yet, despitethe fact that
the gates of prayer were lockedwith the destruction of
the Temple, the gates of tears were not locked,and
one who cries before God may rest assured that his
prayers will be answered, as it is stated: “Hear my
prayer, Lord, and give ear to my pleading, keep not
silence at my tears”(Psalms 39:13). Since this prayer
is a request that God should pay heed to the tears of
one who is praying, he is certain that at least the gates
of tears are not locked.
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Rabbi Elazar says: Since the day the Temple
was destroyed the gates of prayer were
locked, and prayer is not accepted as it
once was, as it is stated in lament of the
Temple’s destruction: “Though I plead and
cal out, He shuts out my
prayer”(Lamentations 3:8). Yet,
despitethe fact that the gates of prayer
were lockedwith the destruction of the
Temple, the gates of tears were not
locked,and one who cries before God may
rest assured that his prayers will be
answered, as it is stated: “Hear my prayer,
Lord, and give ear to my pleading, keep not
silence at my tears’” (Psalms 39:13).
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Rav Shmuel bar Inya said in the name
of Rav: The Holy One, Blessed be He,
has a placewhere He cries, and its
name is Mistarim. Whatis the meaning
of “for your pride”? Rav Shmuel bar
Yitzhak said:God cries due to the pride
of the Jewish people, which was taken
from them and given to the gentile
nations. Rav Shmuel bar Nahmani
said:He cries due to the pride of the
kingdom of Heaven, which was
removed from the world.
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Some say that a person who is
harmed by eating, such that it is
their delight not to eat, should not
eat. Rem"a: And so with one who
finds delight in weeping, in order
that their pain will leave their
heart: such a person is permitted
to weep on Shabbat. (Igur in the
name of the Shibolei haleket)
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