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Chapter 13
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“Send agents foryou to scoutthe land of Canaan, which | am givingto the Israelite people; send one
participant from each of theirancestral tribes, each one a chieftainamongthem.”
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So Moses, by pIp' ‘s command, sentthem out from the wilderness of Paran, all of them being men of
consequence, allof them being men of consequence
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When Moses sentthemto scout the land of Canaan, he said to them, “Go up there intothe Negeb and
onintothe hill country,
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and see whatkind of country itis. Are the people whodwell init strong or weak, few or many?
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Is the countryin whichthey dwell good or bad? Are the towns they live in open orfortified?
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Is the soil rich or poor? Is it wooded or not? And take pains to bring back some of the fruit of the
land.”—Now ithappenedto be the season of the firstripe grapes.
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At the end of forty days they returned from scoutingthe land.
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They wentstraightto Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite community at Kadesh in the wilderness
of Paran, and they made theirreportto them and to the whole community, asthey showed them the
fruit of the land.
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This is what they told him: “We came to the land you sent us to; it does indeed flow with milk and honey,
and thisisits fruit.
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However, the peoplewhoinhabit the country are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large;
moreover, we saw the Anakites there.
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Amalekites dwell in the Negeb region; Hittites, Jebusites, and Amorites inhabit the hill country; and
Canaanites dwell by the Seaand alongthe Jordan.”
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Caleb hushedthe peoplebefore Moses and said, “Let us by all means go up, and we shall gain
possession of it, for we shall surely overcomeit.”
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But the other men who had gone up with himsaid, “We cannot attack that people, foritis strongerthan

”

we.

AN QT VIR WD AN 277K TR INNT YIRD TR NIV PN ANK YIRNZIR DAY N DY
1IN AQIND WYIX NITD

Thus they spread calumnies among the Israelites about the land they had scouted, saying, “The country
that we traversed and scouted is one that devoursits settlers. Allthe peoplethatwe sawinit are of
greatsize;
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we saw the Nephilim there —the Anakites are part of the Nephilim—and we looked like grasshoppers to
ourselves, and so we must have looked tothem.”
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The whole community broke into loud cries, and the peopleweptthat night.
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All the Israelites railed against Moses and Aaron. “If only we had died in the land of Egypt,” the whole
community shouted at them, “orif only we mightdie in this wilderness!”

NP7 RN AR YINDINTING Y837 11020 1901 1)1 T Ki7D 21 17 2y :nnnxn ¢

Why is piipt takingus to that land to fall by the sword?” “Our wives and children will be carried off!” “It
would be betterforus to go back to Egypt!”
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Andtheysaidto one another, “Let us head back to Egypt.”
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Then Moses and Aaron fell ontheirfaces before all the assembled congregation of Israelites.
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And Joshuason of Nunand Caleb son of Jephunneh, of those who had scouted the land, rent their
clothes
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and exhorted the wholelsraelite community: “The land that we traversed and scouted is an exceedingly
good land.

YN DRI PIp! RDTINR YIND X ING RINHAIZ VIR NID WKL 370 WA TH



If pleased with us, p1p* will bring usinto that land, a land that flows with milkand honey, and give itto
us;
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only youmust notrebel against pip' . Have nofear then of the people of the country, fortheyare our
prey theirprotection has departed from them, but pip! is with us. Have no fear of them!”
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And pip' said to Moses, “How long will this people spurn Me, and how long will they have no faithin Me
despite all the signsthat | have performed in their midst?
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| will strike them with pestilence and disown them, and | will make of you a nation far more numerous
than they!”.......
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none of those involved—who have seen My Presence and the signs that| have performed in Egyptand
inthe wilderness, and who have tried Me these many times and have disobeyed Me —
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shall see the land that | promised on oath to theirfathers; none of those who spurn Me shall see it.
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But My servant Caleb, because he wasimbued with adifferent spiritand remained loyal to Me —him will
| bringinto the land that he entered, and his offspring shall hold it as a possession. .......
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while your children roam the wilderness for forty years, suffering for your faithlessness, until the last of
your carcassesisdownin the wilderness.
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You shall bearyour punishmentforforty years, corresponding to the number of days —forty days—that
you scoutedthe land: a yearfor each day. Thus you shall know what it means to thwart Me.
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You shall also offer, with the burnt offering or the sacrifice, aquarterof a hin of wine asa libation for
each sheep.
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the same ritual and the same rule shall apply to you and to the stranger who resides amongyou.
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and you eat of the bread of the land, you shall set some aside as a gift to pip":
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For the citizenamongthe Israelites and forthe strangerwho residesamong them—you shall have one
ritual foranyone whoacts in error.
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Once, whenthe Israelites were in the wilderness, they came upon a man gatheringwood on the sabbath
day.
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Speakto the Israelite people and instruct them to make forthemselves fringes on the corners of their
garmentsthroughoutthe ages; letthem attach a cord of blue to the fringe at each corner.
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That shall be your fringe; look atit and recall all the commandments of pip' and observe them, so that
you do not follow yourheartand eyesinyourlustful urge.

Rashi:

X71 NNN NNX 01127 — The verb has the same meaningasin (Numbers 13:25), “and theyreturned from
searching (1inn) the land”. (The translation thereforeis: AND YE SHALL NOTSEARCH AFTER YOUR OWN



HEART). The heartand the eyes are the “spies” of the body — they act as its agents for sinning: the eye
sees, the heart covets and the body commits the sin (Midrash Tanchuma, Sh'lach 15; cf. Talmud
Yerushalmi Berakhot 1:8).
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They marched from the mountain of pip! a distance of three days. The Ark of the Covenant of pip!
traveledinfront of them on that three days’ journey to seek out a resting place forthem;



