:Shemitta & the Biblical Meaning of 7
for Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag

Class # 1 - Introduction -the sources in Shmot, Vayikra & Devarim

I. Introduction

A. Rhythm in nature

B. 'Seven’ & nature - in light of Breishit chapter 1

C. The agricultural calendar in the land of Israel
D. The logical connection between Shabbat & Shemitta

II. Sources

A. Most famous - Vayikra chapter 25 - Parshat B'har
B. Most ‘neglected’ (but most important) Shmot 23:1-10-11

C. Most 'misunderstood’ - Devarim 15:1-11 re: loans

IIT. First mention - Shmot 23:10-11 in light of Parshat Mishpatim
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8 And thou shalt take no gift; for a gift blindeth
them that have sight, and perverteth the words
of the righteous.

9 And a stranger shalt thou not oppress; for ye
know the heart of a stranger, seeing ye were
strangers in the land of Egypt.

10 And six years thou shalt sow thy
land, and gather in the increase
thereof;

11 but the seventh year thou shalt let it rest and
lie fallow, that the poor of thy people may eat;
and what they leave the beast of the field shall
eat. In like manner thou shalt deal with thy
vineyard, and with thy oliveyard.



D”;’ ’ﬂ,w?’g ﬁwé’n D,)_:’ nw w a9 12 Six days thou shalt do thy work, but on the

seventh day thou shalt rest; that thine ox and
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handmaid, and the stranger, may be refreshed.
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heed; and make no mention of the name of other
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. . . . 14 Three times thou shalt keep a feast unto M
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Note how this relates to the two reasons for Shabbat -

In the parallel between the Ten Commandments in Shmot 20 vs. Devarim 5

IV. The meaning of the word “"shemitta” ['letting go']

A. Shmuel bet chapter 6 - when Uzza touched the Aron

959 DYPNYN ,bN'\'\’)’ N>2-99) 7y7) ‘A4 5 And David and all the house of Israel
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sistra, and with cymbals.
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B. Melachim Bet chapter- Jezebel in the revolt of Yehu

HAPNY ; NONYIV ,NINY NI 9 30 And when Jehu was come to Jezreel,
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said: ’Is it peace, thou Zimri, thy master’s
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y ) 33 And he said: “Throw her down.” So
g "”\D )3\9 ﬂ):N-’j 39 they threw her down; [alt. —let her fall]
and some of her blood was sprinkled on
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trodden under foot.
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V. Source in Devarim chapter 15

[Torah reading for shmini atzeret - staring in Devarim 14:22]

ntg’:n -b? nN , ﬂw )_’n ﬂw )_’ a4 22 Thou shalt surely tithe all the

increase of thy seed, that which is

"..‘;\? ﬂ?‘? ’Anhrg)lo Ng,‘o ’g[”ﬂg brought forth in the field year by

year.
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] : even in the same year, thou shalt
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Deuteronomy Chapter 15 02929

LAY Avyn ,ﬁ’)\’;’ -9\ \{1’7” N 1 Atthe end of every seven years thou

shalt make a release.

-bg \””\g-_ﬂ\’”wh‘ 11:11 A-‘” n 2 And this is the manner of the release:

every creditor shall release that which
WI-ND Y2 NY2 AWK T YD b)_):_l he hath lent unto his neighbour; he shall
YN - _ - not exact it of his neighbour and his
PR J'\N1 MY brother; because the LORD'S release
.ﬂlﬂ ,? ﬂ\?’:\’) N‘li? "? hath been proclaimed.
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3 Of a foreigner thou mayest exact it; but
whatsoever of thine is with thy brother thy hand
shall release.

4 Howbeit there shall be no needy among you--
for the LORD will surely bless thee in the land
which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an
inheritance to possess it--

5 if only thou diligently hearken unto the voice
of the LORD thy God, to observe to do all this
commandment which I command thee this day.

6 For the LORD thy God will bless thee, as He
promised thee; and thou shalt lend unto many
nations, but thou shalt not borrow; and thou
shalt rule over many nations, but they shall not
rule over thee. {S}

7 If there be among you a needy man, one of thy
brethren, within any of thy gates, in thy land
which the LORD thy God giveth thee, thou shalt
not harden thy heart, nor shut thy hand from thy
needy brother;

8 but thou shalt surely open thy hand unto him,
and shalt surely lend him sufficient for his need
in that which he wanteth.

9 Beware that there be not a base thought in thy
heart, saying: 'The seventh year, the year of
release, is at hand’; and thine eye be evil against
thy needy brother, and thou give him nought;
and he cry unto the LORD against thee, and it be
sin in thee.

10 Thou shalt surely give him, and thy heart
shall not be grieved when thou givest unto him;
because that for this thing the LORD thy God
will bless thee in all thy work, and in all that
thou puttest thy hand unto.



-5y 5 NAIND 27PN PN DTN-ND v5 Ny 1 For the poor shall never cease out of

. . . the land; therefore I command thee,
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{0} SIN¥ING ,‘F[J’:le] H’J}’? ‘r'[’ﬁl;lb T2 hand unto thy poor and needy brother,
in thy land.’ {S}
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