Shemitta & the Biblical Meaning of 7 - Class #10
for Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag

The Tenth of Tevet - in light of Chanuka
INTRO-

In our classes on Chanuka, we studied the Prophecies of Chagai & Zecharya -
uncover the Biblical roots of the Second Temple Period o better understand why and
how we celebrate Chanuka

In today's class, as we near the fast of Asara b'Tevet, we refurn to the
prophecies of Zecharya to better understand the reason and purpose of the 'Four
Fast Days' that commemorate to the destruction of the First Temple..

I. A time-line for the Prophecies of Zecharya
Chapters 1 thru 6 - Year two of King Darius
[overlapping with the two chapters of Chagai]
Chapters 7 thru 8 - Year FOUR of King Darius
[today's primary topic]
Key dates:
1 Koresh - the famous Cyrus Declaration
[ 18 year building freeze ]
2 Darius - breaking ground on Second Temple

6 Darius [ Ezra 6:14-15] - completion of construction
[Zechayra chapter 7 begins midway during the construction / i.e. year 4 ]

A] Review /Ezra Chapter 1 — The beginning of the 2" Temple Period
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Ezra Chapter 4 — The “first intifada’
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Haggai - Ground Breaking Ceremony — 24 Kislev
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day and forward--before a stone was laid
upon a stone in the Temple of God
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Zechariah Chapter 4 —Vision of the Menorah & its message

[Haftara for Chanuka
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is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel,
saying: Not by might, nor by power, but by
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Zechariah Chapter 6 — last line / caveat on the visions of chaps 1->6
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B. Study Zecharya chapters 7 thru 8

Question from the Exile, re: the need to continue fasting
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1 And it came to pass in the fourth
year of king Darius, that the word of
the LORD came unto Zechariah in
the fourth day of the ninth month,
even in Chislev;

2 When Bethel-sarezer, and Regem-
melech and his men, had sent to
entreat the favour of the LORD,

3 and to speak unto the priests of the
house of the LORD of hosts, and to
the prophets, saying: ‘Should I weep
in the fifth month, separating myself,
as [ have done these so many years?’



C. Did God ask you to fast?
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D. What caused First Temple to be destroyed = solution for Second Temple
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E. Redemption - a 'two way street’
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F. The 'Four Fast Days' will become ‘holidays’
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G. Even ‘other nations’ will come to Jerusalem in search of God
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H. Who were the ‘earlier prophets'? - Yirmyahu
7:1-24 or Yeshayhu 2:1-6
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1 The vison of Isaiah, son of Amoz saw
concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

2 And it shall come to pass in the end of days,
that the mountain of the LORD'S house shall be
established as the top of the mountains, and
shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations
shall flow unto it.

3 And many peoples shall go and say: '‘Come
ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the
LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and
He will teach us of His ways, and we will walk in
His paths.' For out of Zion shall go forth the law,
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.

4 And He shall judge between the nations, and
shall decide for many peoples; and they shall
beat their swords into plowshares, and their
spears into pruninghooks; nation shall not lift up
sword against nation, neither shall they learn
war any more. {P}



See also Yirmiyahu chapter 7
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1 The word that came to
Jeremiah from the LORD,
saying:

2 Stand in the gate of the
LORD'S house, and proclaim
there this word, and say: Hear
the word of the LORD, all ye
of Judah, that enter in at these
gates to worship the

LORD. {S}

3 Thus saith the LORD of
hosts, the God of Israel:
Amend your ways and your
doings, and I will cause you to
dwell in this place.

4 Trust ye not in lying words,
saying: 'The temple of the
LORD, the temple of the
LORD, the temple of the
LORD, are these.’

5 Nay, but if ye thoroughly
amend your ways and your
doings; if ye thoroughly
execute justice between a man
and his neighbour;

6 if ye oppress not the
stranger, the fatherless, and
the widow, and shed not
innocent blood in this place,
neither walk after other gods
to your hurt;

7 then will I cause you to
dwell in this place, in the land
that I gave to your fathers, for
ever and ever.



PART TWO  Sefer Yechezkel - basic outline

A. Rebuke of Am Yisrael - chapters 1 thru 24
[years 5,6,7,9 - the shechina 'leaving’ the Mikdash - ‘moving' to Bavel]
B. Rebuke of other Nations - chapters 25 thru 35
C. Nevuot of "nechama" & redemption /chapters 36-39
D. Pirkei Mikdash - the shechina ‘returning’ /chapters 40 - 48

Chapter 24 - the Tenth of Tevet
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