Shemitta & the Biblical Meaning of 7 - Class #13
for Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag

Is there a Jewish 'New' Year- in light of shemitta

INTRO-

This week, as we 'secular New Year' has just begun, we dedicate a special shiur
to the concept of a 'Jewish New Year’, and how it relates to the Biblical theme of ‘7.

AND more important, in this week's Sedra [BO] - we find Parshat ha'Chodesh -
which appears to be the source for when we should begin our Calendar Year!

[what a coincidencel]

I. Review from our earlier classes -
e Rhythm in nature / 'seven’ & nature - Breishit chapter 1

Re: how both 24 hour day 365 day year relates to the sun
& the cycles of nature that it creates
& how it affects our daily lives

Then, how the laws of shabbat & shemitta create a new rhythm in
our lives, that makes us constantly aware of the relationship
between God and the phenomena of nature

II. Considerations re: a calendar year
A. When should it begin /end - i.e. at what point it increments
B. What do we count to? [Kings, Creation, Historic events]
C. The 'social’ need for a Calendar Year [economic /legal needs]
D. How it relates to the natural cycle of the moon/ i.e. months
Or any other sub-division of the year/ natural or artificial

III. The first mention of a ‘halachik year' in Shmot 23:10 -11/
Note, no detail re: when year begins [note Pharoah's dream]
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Concept of Calendar Year in Devarim chaps. 14->16
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Devarim chapter 16:
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Obviously, calendar year in Vayikra 23 & 25
Conclusion: must be agricultural !

Note Devarim 11:10-12
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IV. Rosh ha'Shana - in Yechezkel chapter 40
Relate to years in Yechezkel 1:1-3
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Explain logical reason why Rosh ha'Shana is in Tishrei
Relate to rainy season in the Land of Israel.

In contrast to Shmot chapter 12 - historical event!
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Relate Nature/ History to shem Elokim/ Havaya
& brit Milah vs/ Brit bein ha/Btrarim...



V. Relating to the shemitta year
-to re-live Mt.Sinai / Devarim chapter 31

The mitzvah of Hakhel
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VI.
A. Creation ?

9 And Moses wrote this law, and
delivered it unto the priests the sons
of Levi, that bore the ark of the
covenant of the LORD, and unto all
the elders of Israel.

10 And Moses commanded them,
saying: At the end of every seven
years, in the set time of the year of
release, in the feast of tabernacles,

11 when all Israel is come to appear before
the LORD thy God in the place which He
shall choose, thou shalt read this law before
all Israel in their hearing.

12 Assemble the people, the men
and the women and the little ones,
and thy stranger ...

What should we count our years to:

Note, we never find this till Middle Ages

B. The Exodus / Matan Torah?

That's what Chumash does & Melachim I 6:1

C. to Kings [ours or theirs?] / state of Israel?
That's what Tanach does in Shmuel/ Melachim
Ezra/ Nechemya/ Chagi/ Zecharya

D. Our Exile?
That's what Yechezkel does

E. The Greek Year/ Minyan shtarot:

See Avoda Zara 10a
[source sheet]



PART TWO our custom - counting to Creation
I. Clarifying concepts

A. The calendar, a 'tool or a 'truth’

B. Tanach - ‘chronicle’ or ‘composition’

C. Midrash - 'omniscient’ or 'exegesis’

IT. Dating systems (for years) - Biblical, and post Biblical
A. Dating to the Exodus; o Jewish Kings; to foreign Kings
B. The Hellenistic Date - Talmudic "minyan shtarot”
C. Dating to Creation & Seder Olam

ITI. Building time line - with Tanach as only source
A. Difficulties: 'magic’ numbers, & ambiguities
B. Seder Olam, and its methodology [of exegesis]

IV. Building a time line with external sources & the Bible
A. 'Double dating' and 'shared’ events
B. 'Accepted’ chronology - Lists of Kings / Mesopotamia & Egypt

V. Review from our King Cyrus to Balfour series

A. How the ‘Greek Year'+1K- became the ‘Jewish Year' (i.e. from the Exodus)
Calculating years from the Exodus till the end of Tanach:

From /Till Years | Sum | Source

Yetziat Mitzraim = The Exodus 1 1 | Bamidbar 1:1

Building First Temple 480 | 480 | I Kings 6:1 - explicit
Destruction First Temple 410 890 | Calculated -from 19 kings

Start 2nd Temple Darius Year 2 | 70 960 | Zecharya 1:12 - explicit

Last event in Tanach / 34 Artexeres 33 993 | Nech 13:6, if Darius=Artexerxes

Next year Alexander conquers Elam 1 994 | Seder Olam (assumption)
Alexander conquers all of Persia| 6 1000 | Chazal / tradition
"minyan shtarot" begins Avoda Zara 10a

Therefore: Jewish Year from Exodus = Greek Year + 1000
The Greek Year began in 312 BCE/ Therefore today's Greek Year equals:
2022 +312 or 2334

Year from the Exodus, according to Seder Olam's assumptions
(i.e. Greek Year + 1000)

1000 + 2334 = 3334 since the Exodus



B. To calculate how many years since creation,- add 2448 to Yetziat Mitzraim

From /Till Years | Sum | Source

Creation 1 1 | Breishit 1:1

Birth of Avraham | 1948 | 1948 | Br. Chaps. 5 & 11

Birth of Yitzchak | 100 2048 | Breishit 21:5

Exodus 400 | 2448 | Breishit 15:13

Therefore in 2022 C.E. / Year since Creation would be
3334

+2448

= 5782

C. This calculation is based on the following assumptions:
1. Yetziat Mitzraim took place 400 years after the birth of Yitzchak
[based on Breishit 15:13, but not according to Shmot 12:40 in pshat]
2. No GAP between Ezra chapter 6 & 7/ i.e. Daryevesh = Artachshashte
3. The year after Tanach ends Alexander the Great begins conquest of Elam....
& hence only three Persian Kings: Koresh/ Achashverosh/ Darius=Artachshasta



