Shemitta & the Biblical Meaning of 7 - Class #14
for Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag

The impact of the shemitta year on the other six years

INTRO-

This week, in our final class on this series, we return to the laws of shemitta
within their context in Sefer Devarim, to understand their impact on the six years

when we do work our fields.

I. Review from our earlier classes -

The Biblical concept of “kedusha” / ‘holy’ or 'separated’

How the item 'separated’ affects the group it was separated from
i.e. How affect of shabbat on rest of the week,
s/b similar to affect o shemitta on other six years

First mention - Shmot 23:8-14, showing connection!
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8 And thou shalt take no gift; for a gift
blindeth them that have sight, and
perverteth the words of the righteous.

9 And a stranger shalt thou not oppress;
for ye know the heart of a stranger,
seeing ye were strangers in the land of

Egypt.

10 And six years thou shalt sow
thy land, and gather in the
increase thereof;

11 but the seventh year thou shalt let it
rest and lie fallow, that the poor of thy
people may eat; and what they leave the
beast of the field shall eat. In like
manner thou shalt deal with thy
vineyard, and with thy oliveyard.

12 Six days thou shalt do thy work, but
on the seventh day thou shalt rest; that
thine ox and thine ass may have rest,
and the son of thy handmaid, and the
stranger, may be refreshed.

13 And in all things that I have said unto you
take ye heed; and make no mention of the name
of other gods, neither let it be heard out of thy
mouth.

14 Three times thou shalt keep a feast
unto Me in the year.



II. Shemitta in Sefer Devarima and its context
Chapter 14: Intro

NY D:’ﬂbN "”‘1 ,b ﬂnN n,): N 1 Ye are the children of the LORD your

God: ye shall not cut yourselves, nor
RY--0PPY P2 -m'\? IPYN-NY) an" make any baldness between your eyes for

the dead.

2 For thou art a holy people unto the
LORD thy God, and the LORD hath
chosen thee to be His own treasure out of
all peoples that are upon the face of the
earth. {S}
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[Devarim 14:22-29]
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3 Thou shalt not eat any abominable
thing.

22 Thou shalt surely tithe all the
increase of thy seed, that which
1s brought forth in the field year
by year.
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28 At the end of every three
years, even in the same year,
thou shalt bring forth all the
tithe of thine increase, and shall
lay it up within thy gates.

Deuteronomy Chapter 15 02927
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1 At the end of every seven years
thou shalt make a release.

2 And this is the manner of the
release: every creditor shall release
that which he hath lent unto his
neighbour; he shall not exact it of
his neighbour and his brother;
because the LORD'S release hath
been proclaimed.

3 Of a foreigner thou mayest exact it; but
whatsoever of thine is with thy brother thy
hand shall release.

4 Howbeit there shall be no needy among
you--for the LORD will surely bless thee in
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See Tehillim 145 & 146

the land which the LORD thy God giveth
thee for an inheritance to possess it--

5 if only thou diligently hearken unto the
voice of the LORD thy God, to observe to
do all this commandment which I command
thee this day.

6 For the LORD thy God will bless thee, as
He promised thee; and thou shalt lend unto
many nations, but thou shalt not borrow;
and thou shalt rule over many nations, but
they shall not rule over thee. {S}

7 If there be among you a needy man, one
of thy brethren, within any of thy gates, in
thy land which the LORD thy God giveth
thee, thou shalt not harden thy heart, nor
shut thy hand from thy needy brother;

8 but thou shalt surely open thy hand unto
him, and shalt surely lend him sufficient for
his need in that which he wanteth.

9 Beware that there be not a base thought in
thy heart, saying: 'The seventh year, the
year of release, is at hand’; and thine eye be
evil against thy needy brother, and thou
give him nought; and he cry unto the
LORD against thee, and it be sin in thee.

10 Thou shalt surely give him, and thy heart
shall not be grieved when thou givest unto
him; because that for this thing the LORD
thy God will bless thee in all thy work, and
in all that thou puttest thy hand unto.

11 For the poor shall never cease out
of the land; therefore I command
thee, saying: 'Thou shalt surely
open thy hand unto thy poor and
needy brother, in thy land.’ {S}
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14 The LORD upholdeth all that fall, and
raiseth up all those that are bowed down.

15 The eyes of all wait for Thee, and Thou
givest them their food in due season.

16 Thou openest Thy hand, and satisfiest
every living thing with favour.

17 The LORD is righteous in all His ways,
and gracious in all His works.

18 The LORD is nigh unto all them that
call upon Him, to all that call upon Him in
truth.

19 He will fulfil the desire of them that fear
Him; He also will hear their cry, and will
save them.

5 Happy is he whose help is the God
of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD
his God,

6 Who made heaven and earth, the sea,
and all that in them is; {N}
who keepeth truth for ever;
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7 Who executeth justice for the
oppressed; who giveth bread to the
hungry. The LORD looseth the
prisoners;

8 The LORD openeth the eyes of the
blind; the LORD raiseth up them that
are bowed down; the LORD loveth
the righteous;

9 The LORD preserveth the strangers;
He upholdeth the fatherless and the
widow; but the way of the wicked He
maketh crooked.

0

10 The LORD will reign for ever, thy
God, O Zion, unto all

generations. {N}

Hallelujah.



l1l. Review similar laws in Sefer Devarim:

See 10:12-20
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12 And now, Israel, what doth the
LORD thy God require of thee, but to
fear the LORD thy God, to walk in all
His ways, and to love Him, and to serve
the LORD thy God with all thy heart
and with all thy soul;

13 to keep for thy good the
commandments of the LORD, and His
statutes, which I command thee this
day?

17 For the LORD your God, He is God
of gods, and Lord of lords, the great
God, the mighty, and the awful, who
regardeth not persons, nor taketh
reward.

18 He doth execute justice for the
fatherless and widow, and loveth the
stranger, in giving him food and
raiment.

19 Love ye therefore the stranger; for ye
were strangers in the land of Egypt.

20 Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God;
Him shalt thou serve; and to Him shalt
thou cleave, and by His name shalt thou
swear.

V. Review the theme of Hakhel & Succot:
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10 And Moses commanded them,

: I0ND ODIN NP I ) saying: /At the end of every seven

INF--NORYD MY TY3 00V

years, in the set time of the year of
release, in the feast of tabernacles,
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The educational goal of Succot - Vayikra chapter 23
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42 Ye shall dwell in booths seven
days; all that are home-born in Israel
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n’:@: ’: nb,nﬁhr 1”1, ””’:b pYA 43 that your generations may know that

I made the children of Israel to dwell in

m,gﬁg bN‘W), ,;:-m.g an:w)ﬁ booths, when I brought them out of the
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land of Egypt: I am the LORD your



‘Knowing’ what happened- or why it happened - see Devarim chapter 8
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[Training for the dangers of prosperity]
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2 And thou shalt remember all the way
which the LORD thy God hath led thee
these forty years in the wilderness, that He
might afflict thee, to prove thee, to know
what was in thy heart, whether thou
wouldest keep His commandments, or no.

7 For the LORD thy God bringeth thee
into a good land, a land of brooks of
water, of fountains and depths,
springing forth in valleys and hills;

8 a land of wheat and barley, and vines
and fig-trees and pomegranates; a land
of olive-trees and honey;

10 And thou shalt eat and be satisfied,
and bless the LORD thy God for the
good land which He hath given thee.

11 Beware lest thou forget the LORD thy
God, in not keeping His
commandments, and His ordinances,
and His statutes, which I command thee
this day;
(3] 17 and thou say in thy heart: 'My
power and the might of my hand hath
gotten me this wealth.’

18 But thou shalt remember the LORD
thy God, for it is He that giveth thee
power to get wealth, that He may
establish His covenant which He
swore unto thy fathers, as it is this
day.

Saying ‘thank-you’ vs. Acting ‘thank-you’



