Shemitta & the Biblical Meaning of 7
for Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag

Class # 3 The Number 7 / From Creation to Revelation

INTRO-

Last week, we undertook a careful study of the structure and format of the
six days of Creation, in an attempt to show how it highlights the theme and meaning

of God creating Man in His image -
explain many of the laws of shabbat.

"b'tzelem Elokim" - and then to show how it may

In today's class we continue our study to explain how and why the number 7
emerges both in the Flood story and at Har Sinai- and how it explains the first

shabbat that Am Yisrael experienced.

A. Seven preceding 40

In the Flood story, Breishit chapter 7

-22) NAN-N2 MY MM NN N
YTPNY JNN-YD : NAND-IN 2
3D T2 >gg? TN

T2-NPN ,NNNVD NNNAN DDN 2
-1 IPYN) VIN--NYaY Nyay
--02Y NI NNV ND YN NHNNAN
INYN) UIN

;1YY NYAY DNV 9IYH DI )
-222)9-5Y ¥} NPNY ,NIAPN 1N
NIND

VNN OIIN ,NYIY MY DN D 4
DY2IN) , 09 DIYIIN N IND-DY
WK DIPID-I2-NN NI ;1227
TNTIND 29,090 POVY

N ﬂﬂﬂﬁ'“\\?z_‘f 533 M, uyn N

At Har Sinai, Shmot chapter 24
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1 And the LORD said unto Noah: 'Come
thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee
have I seen righteous before Me in this
generation.

2 Of every clean beast thou shalt take to
thee seven and seven, each with his mate;
and of the beasts that are not clean two
[and two], each with his mate;

3 of the fowl] also of the air, seven and
seven, male and female; to keep seed alive
upon the face of all the earth.

4 For yet seven days, and [ will cause it to
rain upon the earth forty days and forty
nights; and every living substance that [
have made will I blot out from off the face
of the earth.’

5 And Noah did according unto all that the
LORD commanded him.

12 And the LORD said unto Moses:
'Come up to Me into the mount and
be there; and I will give thee the
tables of stone, and the law and the
commandment, which I have written,
that thou mayest teach them.’

13 And Moses rose up, and Joshua
his minister....
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15 And Moses went up into the
mount, and the cloud covered the
mount.

16 And the glory of the LORD abode
upon mount Sinai, and the cloud
covered it six days; and the seventh
day He called unto Moses out of the
midst of the cloud.

17 And the appearance of the glory
of the LORD was like devouring fire
on the top of the mount in the eyes of
the children of Israel.

18 And Moses entered into the midst
of the cloud, and went up into the
mount; and Moses was in the mount
forty days and forty nights.

Note the other parallels between Flood story and Har Sinai

B. . Manna - as preparation for Mount Sinai /Shmot chapter 16
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1 And they took their journey from
Elim, and all the congregation of the
children of Israel came unto the
wilderness of Sin, which is between
Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day
of the second month after their
departing out of the land of Egypt.

2 And the whole congregation of the
children of Israel murmured against
Moses and against Aaron in the
wilderness;

3 and the children of Israel said unto
them: 'Would that we had died by
the hand of the LORD in the land of
Egypt, when we sat by the flesh-pots,
when we did eat bread to the full; for
ye have brought us forth into this
wilderness, to kill this whole
assembly with hunger. {S}

4 Then said the LORD unto Moses:
'‘Behold, I will cause to rain bread
from heaven for you; and the people
shall go out and gather a day’s
portion every day, that [ may prove
them, whether they will walk in My
law, or not.

5 And it shall come to pass on the
sixth day that they shall prepare that
which they bring in, and it shall be
twice as much as they gather daily.’
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14 And when the layer of dew was
gone up, behold upon the face of the
wilderness a fine, scale-like thing,
fine as the hoar-frost on the ground.

15 And when the children of Israel
saw it, they said one to another:
'What is it’--for they knew not what
it was. And Moses said unto them:
It is the bread which the LORD hath
given you to eat.

16 This is the thing which the LORD
hath commanded: Gather ye of it
every man according to his eating;
an omer a head, according to the
number of your persons, shall ye
take it, every man for them that are
in his tent.’

17 And the children of Israel did so,
and gathered some more, some less.

18 And when they did mete it with an
omer, he that gathered much had
nothing over, and he that gathered
little had no lack; they gathered
every man according to his eating.

19 And Moses said unto them: 'Let
no man leave of it till the morning.’

20 Notwithstanding they hearkened
not unto Moses; but some of them
left of it until the morning, and it
bred worms, and rotted; and Moses
was wroth with them.

21 And they gathered it morning by
morning, every man according to his
eating; and as the sun waxed hot, it
melted.

22 And it came to pass that on the
sixth day they gathered twice as
much bread, two omers for each one;
and all the rulers of the congregation
came and told Moses.

23 And he said unto them: 'This is
that which the LORD hath spoken:
To-morrow is a solemn rest, a holy
sabbath unto the LORD. Bake that
which ye will bake, and seethe that
which ye will seethe; and all that
remaineth over lay up for you to be
kept until the morning.’

24 And they laid it up till the
morning, as Moses bade; and it did
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not rot, neither was there any worm
therein.

25 And Moses said: 'Eat that to-day;
for to-day is a sabbath unto the
LORD; to-day ye shall not find it in
the field.

26 Six days ye shall gather it; but on
the seventh day is the sabbath, in it
there shall be none.’

27 And it came to pass on the seventh
day, that there went out some of the
people to gather, and they found
none. {S}

28 And the LORD said unto Moses:
'How long refuse ye to keep My
commandments and My laws?

29 See that the LORD hath given you
the sabbath; therefore He giveth you
on the sixth day the bread of two
days; abide ye every man in his
place, let no man go out of his place
on the seventh day.’

30 So the people rested on the
seventh day.

31 And the house of Israel called the
name thereof Manna; and it was like
coriander seed, white; and the taste
of it was like wafers made with
honey.

32 And Moses said: 'This is the thing
which the LORD hath commanded:
Let an omerful of it be kept
throughout your generations; that
they may see the bread wherewith I
fed you in the wilderness, when I
brought you forth from the land of

Egypt.

33 And Moses said unto Aaron:
'Take a jar, and put an omerful of
manna therein, and lay it up before
the LORD, to be kept throughout
your generations.’

34 As the LORD commanded Moses,
so Aaron laid it up before the
Testimony, to be kept.

35 And the children of Israel did eat
the manna forty years, until they
came to a land inhabited; they did
eat the manna, until they came unto
the borders of the land of Canaan.

36 an omer is one tenth an ephah.



C. The word “"omer” in Vayikra chapter 23
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9 And the LORD spoke unto Moses
saying:

10 Speak unto the children of Israel,
and say unto them: When ye are come
into the land which I give unto you,
and shall reap the harvest thereof, then
ye shall bring the sheaf of the first-
fruits of your harvest unto the priest.

11 And he shall wave the sheaf before

the LORD, to be accepted for you; on

the morrow after the sabbath the priest
shall wave it.

12 And in the day when ye wave the
sheaf, ye shall offer a he-lamb without
blemish of the first year for a burnt-
offering unto the LORD.

13 And the meal-offering thereof shall
be two tenth parts of an ephah of fine
flour mingled with oil, an offering
made by fire unto the LORD for a
sweet savour; and the drink-offering
thereof shall be of wine, the fourth part
of'a hin.

14 And ye shall eat neither bread, nor
parched corn, nor fresh ears, until this
selfsame day, until ye have brought the
offering of your God; it is a statute for
ever throughout your generations in all
your dwellings. {S}

15 And ye shall count unto you from
the morrow after the day of rest, from
the day that ye brought the sheaf of the
waving; seven weeks shall there be
complete;

16 even unto the morrow after the
seventh week shall ye number fifty
days; and ye shall present a new meal-
offering unto the LORD.

17 Ye shall bring out of your dwellings
two wave-loaves of two tenth parts of
an ephah; they shall be of fine flour,
they shall be baked with leaven, for
first-fruits unto the LORD.

18 And ye shall present with the bread
seven lambs without blemish of the
first year, and one young bullock, and
two rams; they shall be a burnt-
offering unto the LORD, with their
meal-offering, and their drink-
offerings, even an offering made by
fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD.



