Shemitta & the Biblical Meaning of 7
for Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag

Class #4 The connection between shemitta & Har Sinai

INTRO-

Last week, we studied the story of the manna, and how it introduced Am
Yisrael to the cycle of a ‘week' and the laws of Shabbat.
Ever since then, we've been keeping shabbat.

In today's shiur we return to our study of the manna, to attempt and
understand what is the connection between "shemitta” & Har Sinai, but examining the
laws of Hakhel

A. Review Seven preceding 40
In the Flood story, Breishit chapter 7
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At Har Sinai, Shmot chapter 24
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B. . Manna - as preparation for Mount Sinai /Shmot chapter 16
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every man according to his eating;
an omer a head, according to the
number of your persons, shall ye
take it, every man for them that are
in his tent.’

17 And the children of Israel did so,
and gathered some more, some less.

18 And when they did mete it with an
omer, he that gathered much had
nothing over, and he that gathered
little had no lack; they gathered
every man according to his eating.

22 And it came to pass that on the
sixth day they gathered twice as
much bread, two omers for each one;
and all the rulers of the congregation
came and told Moses.

23 And he said unto them: 'This is
that which the LORD hath spoken:
To-morrow is a solemn rest, a holy
sabbath unto the LORD. Bake that
which ye will bake, and seethe that
which ye will seethe; and all that
remaineth over lay up for you to be
kept until the morning.’

24 And they laid it up till the
morning, as Moses bade; and it did
not rot, neither was there any worm
therein.

25 And Moses said: ’Eat that to-day;
for to-day is a sabbath unto the
LORD; to-day ye shall not find it in
the field.

26 Six days ye shall gather it; but on
the seventh day is the sabbath, in it
there shall be none.’

32 And Moses said: 'This is the thing
which the LORD hath commanded:
Let an omerful of it be kept
throughout your generations; that
they may see the bread wherewith I
fed you in the wilderness, when I
brought you forth from the land of

Egypt.

33 And Moses said unto Aaron:
'Take a jar, and put an omerful of
manna therein, and lay it up before
the LORD, to be kept throughout
your generations.’
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34 As the LORD commanded Moses,
so Aaron laid it up before the
Testimony, to be kept.

35 And the children of Israel did eat
the manna forty years, until they
came to a land inhabited; they did
eat the manna, until they came unto
the borders of the land of Canaan.

36 an omer is one tenth an ephah.

9 And the LORD spoke unto Moses
saying:

10 Speak unto the children of Israel,
and say unto them: When ye are come
into the land which I give unto you,
and shall reap the harvest thereof, then
ye shall bring the sheaf of the first-
fruits of your harvest unto the priest.

11 And he shall wave the sheaf before

the LORD, to be accepted for you; on

the morrow after the sabbath the priest
shall wave it.

12 And in the day when ye wave the
sheaf, ye shall offer a he-lamb without
blemish of the first year for a burnt-
offering unto the LORD.

13 And the meal-offering thereof shall
be two tenth parts of an ephah of fine
flour mingled with oil, an offering
made by fire unto the LORD for a
sweet savour; and the drink-offering
thereof shall be of wine, the fourth part
of a hin.

14 And ye shall eat neither bread, nor
parched corn, nor fresh ears, until this
selfsame day, until ye have brought the
offering of your God; it is a statute for
ever throughout your generations in all
your dwellings. {S}

15 And ye shall count unto you from
the morrow after the day of rest, from
the day that ye brought the sheaf of the
waving; seven weeks shall there be
complete;

16 even unto the morrow after the
seventh week shall ye number fifty
days; and ye shall present a new meal-
offering unto the LORD.

17 Ye shall bring out of your dwellings
two wave-loaves of two tenth parts of
an ephah; they shall be of fine flour,
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they shall be baked with leaven, for
first-fruits unto the LORD.

18 And ye shall present with the bread
seven lambs without blemish of the
first year, and one young bullock, and
two rams; they shall be a burnt-
offering unto the LORD, with their
meal-offering, and their drink-
offerings, even an offering made by
fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD.

A. Rhythm in nature / 'seven’ & nature - Breishit chapter 1

B. The logical connection between Shabbat & Shemitta

C. The Biblical concept of “"kedusha” / 'holy’ vs. 'separated’

C. The mitzvah of Hakhel
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-to re-live Mt.Sinai / Devarim chapter 31

9 And Moses wrote this law, and
delivered it unto the priests the sons
of Levi, that bore the ark of the
covenant of the LORD, and unto all
the elders of Israel.

10 And Moses commanded them,
saying: At the end of every seven
years, in the set time of the year of
release, in the feast of tabernacles,

11 when all Israel is come to appear before
the LORD thy God in the place which He
shall choose, thou shalt read this law before
all Israel in their hearing.

12 Assemble the people, the men
and the women and the little ones,
and thy stranger that is within thy
gates, that they may hear, and that
they may learn, and fear the LORD
your God, and observe to do all the
words of this law;

B. The concept of 'annual’ celebrations
The 'enduring understandings' of each holiday
Thematic relationship between Hakhel, shemitta, &

Succot

The educational goal of Succot - Vayikra chapter 23



-9 ;000 NYaY

42 Ye shall dwell in booths seven

,1:\’)3'\ 3'\593 an days; all that are home-born in Israel

ﬂDD:_l ’qj\?z ,le\’)’J ,ﬁ‘ltNT) shall dwell in booths;

M9 95 ,02°D97 WP YNy N
INININD ,INIY? 222NN FNIVIN

43 that your generations may know that
I made the children of Israel to dwell in
booths, when I brought them out of the
land of Egypt: I am the LORD your
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2 And thou shalt remember all the
way which the LORD thy God
hath led thee these forty years in
the wilderness, that He might
afflict thee, to prove thee, to
know what was in thy heart,
whether thou wouldest keep His
commandments, or no.

7 For the LORD thy God
bringeth thee into a good land,
a land of brooks of water, of
fountains and depths, springing
forth in valleys and hills;

8 a land of wheat and barley,
and vines and fig-trees and
pomegranates; a land of olive-
trees and honey;

10 And thou shalt eat and be
satisfied, and bless the LORD
thy God for the good land
which He hath given thee.

11 Beware lest thou forget the
LORD thy God, in not keeping
His commandments, and His
ordinances, and His statutes,
which I command thee this day;

17 and thou say in thy heart: ‘My
power and the might of my hand hath
gotten me this wealth.’

18 But thou shalt remember the LORD
thy God, for it is He that giveth thee
power to get wealth, that He may
establish His covenant which He
swore unto thy fathers, as it is this day.



D. Succot="chag ha'asif” fruit gathering - end of agricultural season

This is exactly Succot- as it is first defined in Shmot chapter 23
16 and the feast of harvest, the first-
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E. Hakhel - how & when to re-create Sinai experience
[i.e. during Succot at end of the shemitta year]
To relive Matan Torah - maybe return to the desert?
Return to Mt. Sinai - replaced by Mishkan / Temple
Return to desert experience?
Shemitta can re-create manna experience

F. Remembering to forget the ‘omer’ / Devarim 24:19
An example of how Sefer Devarim applies this educational message:
19 When thou reapest thy harvest in
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) ) the field, thou shalt not go back to
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thee in all the work of thy hands.

6. The unique introduction to shemitta in Vayikra 35:1-7-
The only commandment introduced with phrase: '‘beHAR SINAT'|
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. How to re-create the Sinai experience in the future
1. The Mishkan/ Mikdash replaces Mt. Sinai
(famous Ramban on Shmot 25:1- explaining Mishkan)
2. How to create ‘'manna’ experience -
Need food everywhere, like the manna -
But only taking as much as you need for each day
= This is exactly what the laws of shemitta create



