Shemitta & the Biblical Meaning of 7
for Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag

Class #5 The connection between 'seven’ & Brit Milah

INTRO-

Last week, we uncovered a very logical connection between shemitta & Har
Sinai, for the laws of shemitta create an agricultural reality in the late summer
months before Hakhel- that parallel the manna experience that served as national

preparation for the covenant at Mt. Sinai.

To appreciate the deeper meaning of this parallel, as well as an additional
meaning of the number 7- this week we trace the concept of 'covenant’ as it begins in
Sefer Breishit, with a focus on God's Name ELOKIM- to show how it serves as the
foil to appreciate the purpose of brit Sinai, and hence Matan Torah.

I. Review Parshat B'har, noting why Vayikra chapters 25-26 =unit
Note content and concluding verses of Vayikra chapter 26:
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41 I also will walk contrary unto them,
and bring them into the land of their
enemies; if then perchance their
uncircumcised heart be humbled, and
they then be paid the punishment of
their iniquity;

42 then will I remember My covenant
with Jacob, and also My covenant
with Isaac, and also My covenant with
Abraham will I remember; and I will
remember the land.

43 For the land shall lie forsaken without
them, and shall be paid her sabbaths,
while she lieth desolate without them; and
they shall be paid the punishment of their
iniquity; because, even because they
rejected Mine ordinances, and their soul
abhorred My statutes.

44 And yet for all that, when they are
in the land of their enemies, I will not
reject them, neither will I abhor them,
to destroy them utterly, and to break
My covenant with them; for I am the
LORD their God.

45 But I will for their sakes remember
the covenant of their ancestors, whom
I brought forth out of the land of
Egypt in the sight of the nations, that I
might be their God: I am the LORD.

46 These are the statutes and
ordinances and laws, which the LORD
made between Him and the children of
Israel in mount Sinai by the hand of
Moses



II. The key phrases of ‘covenant’ / tracing concept of “brit”

A- Creation in SEVEN days, its connection to shem ELOKIM
Let's trace when ELOKIM speaks again
Explain how chapter 5 continues chapter 1 (toladot)

B. Highlight the two reasons for the Flood
Then focus on reason b'shem Elokim / 6:9-22
Note first mention of brit at the conclusionl!

C. Elokim speaking AFTER the Flood 9:1-17
What is the purpose of ‘brit Keshet”?

D. next time Elokim speaks is brit Milah

Let's note the obvious parallels between brit Keshet and brit Milah:

Rainbow covenant Breishit 9:8-17

Brit Milah - Breishit chapter 17
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III. Brit Sinai / with similar phrases in Parshat Bchukotei :
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So where is the “sign” — ot brit for Har Sinai?
Note commandment to keep Shabbat [after the Mishkan]

NN NYN-D MDY NN 29

N ,IDNY ONIY? 0)2-DK 12T NHNY M
NI IN 2D 9nYn P nnay-ny
DY12--02°0917 ,099°2 732
LO2VTRN NN 2N D

NI VTP D, NAYD-NN,DRIYY P
nvyn- -9 %2--NPP NN -vbbrm 02?7
270 NIND VAN NN i ﬂ?N?’? 3

TPRY

D12 ,NININ NYY? , 009 NYY 1V
=72 ; MN? VTP YNIY DAY S9aun
R NN ,NAYD 012 NININ YN

,NAYD-NN ,ONIY-)L 1INY) 0
ubw M3 Dn-wb m\m N mwb

NN S'”'N'-bl_\_{‘l‘{)? )32 123,032

-NN MY NYY , D00 NYY-D 1055
N2AY YYD DP,NIND-NIN) DIDYD
{0} VoM

x5 P Mnw

12 And the LORD spoke unto
Moses, saying:

13 'Speak thou also unto the children
of Israel, saying: Verily ye shall
keep My sabbaths, for it is a sign
between Me and you throughout
your generations, that ye may know
that I am the LORD who sanctify
you.

14 Ye shall keep the sabbath
therefore, for it is holy unto you;
every one that profaneth it shall
surely be put to death; for whosoever
doeth any work therein, that soul
shall be cut off from among his
people.

15 Six days shall work be done; but
on the seventh day is a sabbath of
solemn rest, holy to the LORD;
whosoever doeth any work in the
sabbath day, he shall surely be put to
death.

16 Wherefore the children of Israel
shall keep the sabbath, to observe the
sabbath throughout their generations,
for a perpetual covenant.

17 It is a sign between Me and the
children of Israel for ever; for in six
days the LORD made heaven and
earth, and on the seventh day He
ceased from work and rested.



IV. Note how the theme returns in Shmot 6:2-9

Redemption in relation to covenant
[in contrast to redemption due to hardship]
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Return to study of Vayikra chapters 25-26 / Note 25:38
How it may reflect theme of the Flood

& why number 7 in the curses...
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V. Discuss the meaning of the parallel

In light of the opening reason for the Flood
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9 These are the generations of Noah.
Noah was in his generations a man
righteous and whole-hearted; Noah
walked with God.

10 And Noah begot three sons, Shem,
Ham, and Japheth.

11 And the earth was corrupt before
God, and the earth was filled with
violence.

12 And God saw the earth, and,
behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had
corrupted their way upon the

earth. {S}

13 And God said unto Noah: 'The end
of all flesh is come before Me; for the
earth is filled with violence through
them; and, behold, I will destroy them
with the earth.

14 Make thee an ark of gopher wood;
with rooms shalt thou make the ark,
and shalt pitch it within and without
with pitch.

17 And I, behold, I do bring the flood
of waters upon the earth, to destroy all
flesh, wherein is the breath of life,
from under heaven; every thing that is
in the earth shall perish.

18 But [ will establish My covenant
with thee; and thou shalt come into the
ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife,
and thy sons’ wives with thee.

19 And of every living thing of all
flesh, two of every sort shalt thou
bring into the ark, to keep them alive
with thee; they shall be male and
female.

20 Of the fowl after their kind, and
of the cattle after their kind, of
every creeping thing of the ground
after its kind, two of every sort shall
come unto thee, to keep them alive.

21 And take thou unto thee of all
food that is eaten, and gather it to
thee; and it shall be for food for
thee, and for them.’

22 Thus did Noah; according to all
that God commanded him, so did he






