Shemitta & the Biblical Meaning of 7
for Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag

Class #6 The number 'seven’ in the life of Yaakov & Temple

INTRO-

Last week, we traced the concept of ‘covenant’ as it began in Sefer Breishit,
with a focus on God's Name ELOKIM- to show how it serves as the foil to appreciate
the purpose of brit Sinai, and hence Matan Torah - as we followed the progression

from Brit Milah to Brit Milah to Brit Sinai.

In this week's shiur, we continue that study to suggest a reason when and why
the number 7 appears several times in life of Yaakov, as well as in relation to the

Mishkan.

Review of the key parallels in the progression of ‘covenant’

parallels between brit Keshet and brit Milah:

Rainbow covenant Breishit 9:8-17

Brit Milah - Breishit chapter 17
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then Brit Sinai / with similar phrases in Parshat Bchukotei :
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Then shabbat as the “ot brit” for Har Sinai?

In the commandment to keep Shabbat [after the Mishkan]
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I. The centrality of shem “Elokim” in life of Yaakov
Then - the centrality of number 7 - re: marriage
Note Yitzchak's final blessing to Yaakov in chapter 28
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Then Yaakov works SEVEN years for each wife (chap. 29)

And then - what appears to be source of 'sheva brachot’
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18 And Jacob loved Rachel; and he said:
'I will serve thee seven years for Rachel

: thy younger daughter.’
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Then seven years later....
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26 And Laban said: 'It 1s not so done
in our place, to give the younger
before the first-born.

27 Fulfil the week of this one, and
we will give thee the other also for
the service which thou shalt serve
with me yet seven other years.’

28 And Jacob did so, and fulfilled
her week; and he gave him Rachel
his daughter to wife.

Yaakov's name change to Yisrael/ in relation to brit Milah
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9 And God appeared unto Jacob again,
when he came from Paddan-aram, and
blessed him.

10 And God said unto him: 'Thy name is
Jacob: thy name shall not be called any
more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy
name’; and He called his name Israel.

11 And God said unto him: /I am God
Almighty. Be fruitful and multiply; a
nation and a company of nations shall be
of thee, and kings shall come out of thy
loins;

12 and the land which I gave unto
Abraham and Isaac, to thee I will give it,
and to thy seed after thee will I give the
land.’

13 And God went up from him in the
place where He spoke with him.

14 And Jacob set up a pillar in the place
where He spoke with him, a pillar of
stone, and he poured out a drink-
offering thereon, and poured oil thereon.

15 And Jacob called the name of the
place where God spoke with him, Beth-
el.



II. 7' in Pharoah's dreams - chapter 41
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Note relationship between ‘nature’

1 And it came to pass at the end of two full
years, that Pharaoh dreamed: and, behold,
he stood by the river.

2 And, behold, there came up out of the
river seven kine, well-favoured and fat-
fleshed; and they fed in the reed-grass.

3 And, behold, seven other kine came up
after them out of the river, ill favoured and
lean-fleshed; and stood by the other kine
upon the brink of the river.

¢ And the ill-favoured and lean-fleshed
kine did eat up the seven well-favoured
and fat kine. So Pharaoh awoke.

5 And he slept and dreamed a second time:
and, behold, seven ears of corn came up
upon one stalk, rank and good.

6 And, behold, seven ears, thin and blasted
with the east wind, sprung up after them

and number 7

(and God's control over nature)

Recall from “tochacha” in Vayikra 26

& why number 7 in the curses...

IIT. Count the 'parshiot’ of the Mishkan
Shmot chapters 25 thru 31 - using Koren Tanach

Note the menorah in chapter 25

And ‘'seven days’' of the Miluim in chapter 29
How "shabbat” is the final “parshia”

Discuss Mishkan / reflection of Creation or Revelation



