Shemitta & the Biblical Meaning of 7 - Class #9
for Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag

Chanuka - a ‘national’;

'relgious’; or 'universal’ holiday?

Part Two

INTRO-

Last week's shiur, we discussed the connection between Chanuka & the winter
solstice, suggesting an apparent ‘universal’ /agricultural reason for the holiday - as
well as the meaning of the "chanuka” [dedication] in relation to “"chanukat
ha'mizbayach” both in Chumash and in the book of Macabees.

In today's class, we continue our study by discussing the earliest prophetic

roots of Chanuka, in the Prophecies of Chagai & Zecharya -

of the Second Temple Period.

in relation the early years

I. The date of Chanuka - BEFORE Chanuka

A] Ezra Chapter 1 — The beginning of the 2" Temple Period
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1 lin the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, at the
time of the fulfillment of the prophecy of
Jeremiah —God stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king
of Persia, that he proclaimed:

2 'Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: All the
kingdoms of the earth hath the LORD, the God
of heaven, given me; He has charged me to
build Him a house in Jerusalem.

3 Whosoever there is among you of all His
people--his God be with him--let him go up to
Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build the house
of the LORD, the God of Israel, He is the God
who is in Jerusalem.

4 And whosoever is left, in any place where he
lives, let the men of his place help him with
silver, and with gold, and with goods, and with
beasts, beside the freewill-offering for the house
of God which is in Jerusalem.'

B] Ezra Chapter 4 — The “first intifada’
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1 Now when the adversaries of Judah and
Benjamin heard that the children of the captivity
were building a Temple

4 Then the people of the land weakened the
hands of the people of Judah, & harried them
while they were building,

5 and hired counsellors against them, to frustrate
their purpose, all the days of Cyrus king of
Persia, even until the reign of Darius king of
Persia.



C] Haggai Chapter 1 — A new administration — a new hope!
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1 In the second year of Darius the king, in
the 6th month, in the first day , came the
word of God by Haggai the prophet unto
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of
Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak,

the high priest:
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2 "Thus says God: This people say: The time
is not come, the time that the LORD'S house

should be built." {P}
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7 Thus says God: Consider your ways. Go
up to the hill-country, and bring wood, and
build the House...

D. Zecharya chapter 2 / Haftara for shabbat Chanuka

- Prophetic encouragement
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for, lo, | come, and I will dwell in the midst
of thee, saith the LORD.

E] Haggai Chapter 2 — Jerusalem CAN be Great Again!
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Ground Breaking Ceremony — 24 Kislev!
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1 On the 21* day of the 7th month, came
the word of the LORD by Haggai the
prophet, saying: 3 Who is left among you
that saw this house in its former glory? and

- how do ye see it now?

4 Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith
the LORD; and be strong, O Joshua, son of
Jehozadak, the high priest; and be strong,
all ye people of the land, saith the LORD,
and work; for | am with you,

9 The glory of this latter house shall be
greater than that of the former, saith the
LORD of hosts; and in this place will |

give peace, saith the LORD of hosts.'

10 In the24th day of the ninth month, in the
2nd year of Darius, came the word to
Haggai

15 And now, | pray you, consider from this
day and forward--before a stone was laid
upon a stone in the Temple of God

18 consider, | pray you, from this day and
forward, from the 24" day of the ninth
month, even from the day that the
foundation of the LORD'S temple was laid,
consider it;
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19 is the seed yet in the barn? yea, the vine,
and the fig-tree, and the pomegranate, and
the olive-tree hath not brought forth--from
this day will I bless '

20 And the word of the LORD came the
second time unto Haggai in the four and
twentieth day of the month, saying:

21 'Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of
Judah, saying: | will shake the heavens and
the earth;

22 and | will overthrow the throne of
kingdoms, and | will destroy the strength
of the kingdoms of the nations; and I will
overthrow the chariots, and those that ride
in them; and the horses and their riders

23 In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, will |
take thee, O Zerubbabel, My servant, the son of
Shealtiel, saith the LORD, and will make thee
as a signet; for I have chosen thee, saith the
LORD of hosts.'

F] Zechariah Chapter 4 —Vision of the Menorah & its message

[Haftara for Chanuka
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Il. Some two hundred years later /

2 And he said unto me: 'What seest thou?'
And | said: 'l have seen, and behold a
candlestick all of gold...6 Then he
answered and spoke unto me, saying 'This
is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel,
saying: Not by might, nor by power, but by
My spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.

[Chagai prophecies fulfilled by the Maccabees]

Maccabees: Book One

, Chapter Four:

36 Then said Judas and his brethren,
Behold, our enemies are discomfited: let
us go up to cleanse and dedicate the
sanctuary....

41 Then Judas appointed certain men
to fight against those that were in the
fortress, until he had cleansed the
sanctuary.

42 So he chose priests of blameless
conversation, such as had pleasure in
the law:

43 Who cleansed the sanctuary, and
bare out the defiled stones into an
unclean place.

44 And when as they consulted what to
do with the altar of burnt offerings,
which was profaned,;
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45 They thought it best to pull it down, lest
it should be a reproach to them, because
the heathen had defiled it: wherefore they
pulled it down,

46 And laid up the stones in the mountain
of the temple in a convenient place, until
there should come a prophet to show
what should be done with them.

47 Then they took whole
stones according to the
law, and built a new altar
according to the former,

48 And made up the
sanctuary, and the things
that were within the
temple, and hallowed the

courts.

49 They made also new holy vessels,
and into the temple they brought the
candlestick, and the altar of burnt
offerings, and of incense, and the table.

50 And upon the altar they burned
incense, and the lamps that were upon
the candlestick they lighted, that they
might give light in the temple. ..

52 Now on the five
and twentieth day of
the ninth month,
which is called the
month Casleu, in the
hundred forty and
eighth year, they rose
up in the morning,

53 And offered
sacrifice according to
the law upon the new
altar of burnt
offerings,.
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54 At the same time and day the heathen
had profaned it, even in that was it dedicated

with songs, and citherns, and harps, and .LAWNI WINA
cymbals.
56 And so they kept the dedication of the WK Orn oxYa namna DR 121 (:J)
altar eight days and offered burnt offerings '
with gladness, and sacrificed the sacrifice of omwa 19 HHMm , 0137 IR INNDY
deliverance and praise.
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59 Moreover Judas and his brethren with the
whole congregation of Israel ordained, that the "y oY 101 WK 5 1Y nnw onvia
days of the dedication of the altar should be
kept in their season from year to year by the
space of eight days, from the five and_ k4l
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mirth and gladness.
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I11. Josephus Aniquities Book XII chapter 8 - 200 years AFTER Chanuka!

7. Now Judas celebrated the festival of the restoration of the
sacrifices of the temple for eight days, and omitted no sort of
pleasures thereon; but he feasted them upon very rich and
splendid sacrifices; and he honored God, and delighted them by
hymns and psalms.

Nay, they were so very glad at the revival of their customs,
when, after a long time of intfermission, they unexpectedly had
regained the freedom of their worship, that they made it a law
for their posterity, that they should keep a festival, on account
of the restoration of their temple worship, for eight days.

And from that time to this we celebrate this festival, and call
it Lights.

I suppose the reason was, because this liberty beyond our
hopes appeared to us; and that thence was the name given
to that festival. Judas also rebuilt...




