Of Swords and Schems
Yaakov Jafte
Torah in Motion 1/5/23
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And now, I have given you an extra Shechem more than to your brothers, which I
took from the Amorites with my sword and bow.”

The City Shechem
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The bones of J oseph which the Jews brought up from Egypt, were buried in
Shechem, in the piece of ground which Jacob had bought from the children of
Hamor, Shechem’s father, and which had become a heritage of the Josephites.

Problems:

Grammar of “One Shechem”

Map of the tribes of Yosef and location of Shechem

Did Yaakov conquer Shechem with his sword?

Was Shechem an Emori?

Would Yaakov want to highlight the story of Shechem at this point?
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For then I wiil change the people in clear speech ‘for them all to call in the name of
Hashem, to serve him as one portion.
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This refers to the b1rthr1ght that Joseph’s children should receive two portlons The
word 05w signifies portion “to serve him as though they were all but one portion.”
The Emorite Esau whose deeds were like those of an Amorite (Genesis Rabbah
97:6). Another interpretation of »1N in reference to Esau is: he used to ensnare his
father by the words (1K) of his mouth (cf. Rashi on Genesis 25:7). Sword and
Bow — this is his wisdom and his prayer.

Why is this here?
Rashi — for answer #1, relates back to burial. For answer #2, relates to the blessing.




