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Ran Megilla 13a (Rif pagination) Everyone counts toward the count of seven,
even a woman and even a minor. That means they count to complete, and
not that all of them be minors or women, for since they are not subject to
the obligation, they cannot fully discharge the obligation.
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Beit Ha-bechira (Me'iri) Megilla 23a There is one who says that, in any case,
every reading needs one adult [male] reader, and since one has read,

Moshe Rabbeinu’s enactment has been completed and there is no further
reading except from Ezra’s enactment. For the number of readers was not
from Moshe Rabbeinu’s enactment, rather only the reading itself. And
one can complete the reading through a woman or a minor, but the entire
reading may not be done by a woman or minor.
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Hagahot Maimoniot, Laws of Tefilla and Nesi’at Kappayim, 12:17 [Canaanite]
bondsmen may not read from the Torah except for the seventh reading, as

we say, everyone can complete, etc....[From] My teacher our Rav
[Maharam)].
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Ran on Rif, Megilla 15a, Rif pagination
A minor reads from the Torah. To complete the count of seven...
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Mishna Berura 282:11
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Toward the count of seven [readers]- but not to the count of
three [Magen Avraham] and in Olat Shabbat he wrote further
that this is also the case regarding the counts of 4-6 that there
are on Rosh Chodesh, Yom Tov, and Yom Kippur, also [a minor
or woman] does not count.
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Beit Ha-bechira (Me'iri) Megilla 23a

Everyone counts toward the count of seven or any count of keri’at
ha-Torah.
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Yechaveh Da'at 4:23 In conclusion: A minor who has reached the
age of education, who knows Whom we bless, from age six and
up, counts toward the number of seven Torah [readers], and how
much more so counts as maftir. And he can read the portion of
his aliyya himself.
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Rambam, Commentary on the Mishna, Megilla 4:6 A minor reads from
the Torah, one of the later Ge’onim said that this is after the

third reading.
DY7 y'MwUn? XX MDD 'RY NYIN2 KU (U7 .12 a'7an (MRn) 2'nan na
... NIXN IXWD NIINA DIXNA T |'NI
Beit Ha-bechira (Me'iri) Megilla 24a A minor reads from the Torah, for the

intention is only to make it heard to the people, and this is not a full
mitzva like other mitzvot...
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Responsa Iggerot Moshe OC I1:72 Therefore, it easily makes sense that even a
minor goes up [to read] and we discharge the obligation through his
reading, and similarly a woman [may read] even if she is exempt
from keri’at ha-Torah and it would not be in her power to discharge
others’ obligations in other mitzvot in this type of situation, because the
listeners don’t need to discharge their obligation through the reader, but
rather their hearing the reading is a mitzva and this the listeners do
themselves.
[OZNY NIZNN NN'D NN IR YAV I'N'Y D'PNNYII DY w”ann n” v
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Responsa Rivash 326 When they enacted that there be seven reading from
the Torah, the enactment was that a minor who knows how to read would
count toward the seven, in order that it not burden the community that all
seven be adults, and perhaps they would not find those who would know
how to read. They permitted even a woman for this reason, were it not

for kevod ha-tzibbur. And in any case, they did not permit minors [to read]
all of them [the seven readings].

THE BLESSINGS
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Nechemya 8:6
And Ezra blessed the Lord God the Great, and all the people answered,

“Amen Amen,” raising their hands, and they bowed down and prostrated
themselves before God, faces to the ground.
T:2 2'7an mYwiN' Tim'n

1772 NDI22 NN NINN QNLLL19T RN 7ITAN DPPRN N IR RITY A

Talmud Yerushalmi Megilla 3:7
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“And Ezra blessed the Lord God the Great.” With what did he [Ezra] make
Him [God] great?...Rav Matna said: He made Him [God] great through
the beracha.

.XD NbM
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Berachot 21a

Whence [do we learn] that the beracha recited before [learning] Torah is
from the Torah? As it is written, “When I call out the Lord’s name, give
greatness to our God.” (Devarim 32:3).
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Yerushalmi Berachot 7:3
Behold the beracha of the Torah. Behold he says “barechu.”

V7 0'"N NIIX IV
112NN N N2 AN Y'Y T DY 7172 ann N DX DAL,
Tur OC 139
...”Barechu et Hashem ha-mevorach” (“Bless God the Blessed One”) out

loud, so that the congregation responds “Baruch Hashem ha-mevorach”
(“Blessed is God the Blessed One”).
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Beit Ha-bechira (Me'iri), Berachot 47b
A davar she-bikdusha is not given over to women.
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Responsa Chavot Yair 222
A woman is commanded in kiddush Hashem
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Responsa Chatam Sofer OC1:66
...In my humble opinion, even at the time of the mishna, and even

immediately with Ezra’s enactment, and perhaps even with the
enactment of Moshe Rabbeinu, they immediately enacted that each and
every one who went up [to the Torah] said “barechu” and they [the
congregation] responded “blessed is the Blessed One for ever and ever.”

BOOKEND BERACHOT
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Berachot 21a

Rabbi Yochanan said: we learned birkat ha-Torah after [the reading]
from birkat ha-mazon, from an argument a fortiori [kal va-chomer]...Just
as food, which does not require [a beracha] before it [on a Torah level],
requires [a beracha] after it, Torah, which requires [a beracha] before it,
does it not logically follow that it requires [a beracha] after it.
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Mishna Megilla 4:1

The one who opens [the readings] and the one who closes [the readings]
of the Torah recite a beracha [respectively] before and after it...
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Ran, Megilla 12a (Rif pagination)
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For the birkat ha-Torah does not depend on custom, but he [the reader] is
obligated to recite it, and it is specifically only the first and the last
[readers] who recite berachot, but middle [readers] are exempt

because keriat ha-Torah is considered one mitzva and all of them [the
readers] are like one person [reading].
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Megilla 21b
We don’t do less than them and we don’t add. A baraita teaches: The first

reader recites the beracha before it, and the last reader recites

the beracha after it. Nowadays, when all of them [the readers] recite

a beracha before it and after it [the reading]; the reason is that our sages
enacted a decree because of those who enter and because of those who
leave.

What type of beracha?
N':X "2l mMITan,(*’wa%? onirma) AIIRD 190
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Sefer Ha-ora (attributed to Rashi), Buber edition 1:11

What is the reason that we recite a beracha...Because it [keri’at ha-Torah]
is an independent mitzva, as Ezra enacted, and it is like the mitzva

of tefillin or of tzitzit or other mitzvot, that if one performs it, he must
recite a beracha...

N:T n'7'an mun' Tim'n
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Yerushalmi Megilla 4:1

Rav Shmuel bar Nachman said: Rav Yonatan was passing in front of the
Torah [reading]. He heard their voices reading and not reciting berachot.
He said to them: Until when will you make the Torah totally bare?

U'?p DN NIX 10
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Tur OC 139

Rav Yehuda Barceloni wrote in the name of Sa’adya Ga’on...even though
he has already recited a beracha on the Torah in the morning before
reciting korbanot, he goes back and recites “asher bachar banu” when he
reads the Torah, and this is not a beracha in vain, for it was enacted out of
honor to the Torah when he reads in public.

WOMEN RECITING BERACHOT
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Tosafot Rosh Ha-shana 33a s.v. Ha Rabbi Yehuda
(I] And Rabbi Yitzchak bar Rav Yehuda brings a proof that women recite

a beracha over any positive time-bound mitzva from that which we say
(Megilla 23a) “Everyone counts towards the number seven, even a woman
and even a minor” even though a woman isn’t commanded to occupy
herself with Torah, as it says in the first chapter of Kiddushin (34a) and in
the beginning of the third chapter of Eiruvin (27a). [II] And Rabbeinu Tam
says that this is not a proof, for birkat ha-Torah before and after [the
reading] is not [recited] because of Talmud Torah, for even if he recited
the beracha of “ve-ha’arev na” or discharged the obligation [of reciting
personal birchot ha-Torah] with ahava rabba, he recites the beracha again
[for the reading]...[III] further, that one can say that this, that a woman
can count, is in the middle [readings] for they weren’t in the habit of
reciting the beracha [for those] as is brought in the third chapter

of Megilla (21a)....and nevertheless “count toward the number seven”
sounds like the end of the seven...
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Sefer Ha-menucha, Tefilla 12:17
For women were commanded in the mitzvot written in the Torah, and if so

they can recite the berachot “asher bachar banu” and “asher natan lanu”
and read from the Torah like men, were it not for kevod ha-tzibbur...
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Beit Ha-bechira (Me'iri) Megilla 23a

...There is one who explains that these things were said only regarding a
time when they would read the middle [readings] without a beracha, then
a woman would be able to read in the middle. But nowadays, when
everyone recites a beracha, a woman does not read at all, and thus logic
dictates, for how will she recite a beracha when she is exempt?...

A'atran 1’1
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Ran Megilla 13a (Rif pagination)

According to the fundamental law also that only the first and the last
recite a beracha, a woman and a minor don’t read the first or the last
because of the beracha because it is impossible that other readers would
discharge their obligation through their [women’s and minors’] beracha.
Nevertheless, now that our sages have enacted that all [readers] recite

a beracha, a woman and a minor read even the first and the last, and since
they read, they certainly recite a beracha.

THE BA’AL KOREI
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Tosefta Megilla 3:12
A synagogue where they have only one person who can read, he stands up

and reads and sits down, and stands up and reads and sits down, stands
up and reads and sits down, even seven times
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Tosafot Menachot 30a s.v. Shemoneh
...For in the days of the Sages it was not the normal practice for

the shaliach tzibbur to assist the Torah reader ... and the custom nowadays
for the shaliach tzibbur to assist the Torah reader is in order not to shame
one who does not know how to read, as with the matter that we find

in Bikkurim (3:7), that they established that they read the entirety

[of mikra bikkurim for the person bringing first fruits] to repeat...

How can the oleh recite a beracha?
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Rosh Megilla 3:1

...Since not everyone is expert in the cantillation for the reading, and the
community do not discharge their obligation with his reading. But in his
own eyes, he knows [how to read] and if they do not allow him to read
from the Torah, he may come to quarrel with the shali’ach tzibbur.
Therefore, they established that the shali’ach tzibbur, who is expert in
reading, should read. In any case, the one who stands up to read should
also read quietly and precisely along with the shali’ach tzibbur, so it will
not be a beracha le-vatala [in vain]. It is not proper for the shali’ach
tzibbur to read for someone who does not know how to read [even with
assistance], and this is a beracha le-vatala and it does not make sense for
him to recite a beracha over the reading of the shali’ach tzibbur...
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Halichot Shelomo, Keriat Ha-Torah 12, note 3
...The principle of the thing is not clear, because if we suspect that

his beracha is le-vatala, what do we gain from his also reading to himself
along with the reader...for he is not reading in public, and this requires
study.
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Beit Yosef OC 141

For one can say that as long as the oleh hears what the shali’ach
tzibbur reads, and has intention for his words, it is as if he is reading,
for shomei’a ke-oneh [a listener is like a responder] (Sukka 38).
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Bei’ur Halacha 141
...When he does not read himself, he is no different from the rest of the

people of the congregation who hear. If so, how is he allowed to recite

a beracha - the Sages did not enact a beracha over keri’at ha-Torah for the
listeners. [Note: One can resolve this in a forced way...that the shali’ach
tzibbur has in mind to discharge only the obligation of the oleh for whom
he is reading...and for the rest of the congregation, it is mere hearing [for
the shali’ach tzibbur does not intend to discharge their obligation at all,
and actual shomei’a ke-oneh does not apply to them] and thus

the beracha applies to him [the oleh] and not to them [the congregation]...
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Responsa Iggerot Moshe OC I1:72

...The oleh who recites the beracha is considered to be the reader who
makes it heard to the community, and this is based on the law

of shelichut [agency], that the reader is his shali’ach [agent] to make it
heard to the community.

WOMEN'’S READINGS

Women's Tefillah Group (www.shaarei.org), Congregation Shaarei Tefillah
Newton MA

Our Women'’s Tefillah Group aims to support the spirituality of women
and girls of all ages and levels of Jewish education. We provide a makom
tefillah for prayer services and life cycle events (bat mitzvah, Shabbat
kallah , yahrtzeit, etc) at a level with which each individual is
comfortable. Events include Shacharit services a few times a year,
monthly Mincha on Shabbat mevorachim , Megillot readings, Kabbalat
Shabbat services, and a Simchat Torah service and celebration. We also
teach women seeking to lead services by leyning , or functioning as

a chazzanit or gabbayit .
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Tosefta Berachot 2:12

The zavim and the zavot and the niddot and the yoldot are permitted to read
Torah, Prophets, and Writings, and to learn mishna, midrash, halacha
and aggada.
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Talmud Yerushalmi Yoma 7:1
Everywhere, you say that we follow the Torah.
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Responsa Har Tzvi OC 1:71
Regarding a Torah scroll of an individual, which was initially written for

himself to study with, I already said that it’s possible that they only
prohibited moving the Torah scroll when it is one that was dedicated from
the outset for the purpose of a synagogue. But a Torah scroll that from the
outset was written for the individual to learn from it, he is permitted to
move it with him wherever he is.
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Rav Hershel Schachter, Tze'i Lach Be'ikvei Ha-tzon, 22.

The mitzvot are incomplete [in women’s tefilla groups]...For they [women
attending the groups] don’t have a fulfillment of keri’at ha-Torah, but
were they to come to synagogue to hear keri’at ha-Torah with responding
to barechu, this fulfillment would be in hand...

A2 AYAD 2 719 MATIT X1IAT X190

20N 'Ol 20 X .NIYY NDNIo 0'YAN ([D]MnNIX jlvny a0l ol AN
I'7V 1DNOI ,D'WIN NITYY INRKRXINT ,0M7Y 'NAT 72V 117 NN CATVIR KX
.0'v1 W NN NN 191 X778 — 0'WI1A ND'MOoNY 1910 X7 .0'vaN

Sifra, Dibura De-Nedava II 2:2

Rabbi Yosei and Rabbi Shimon say: Women lean [as a matter of] reshut.
Rabbi Yosei said: Abba Elazar said to me: We had a calf for a peace
offering, and we brought it out to the women’s courtyard, and the women
leaned on it. Not because leaning is [the law] with women, but rather
because of nachat ru’ach shel nashim [women’s gratification].
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Rav Hershel Schachter, Tze’i Lach Be'ikvei Ha-tzon, pp. 22; 36

...Even though we have found that the Tannaim at the time of the Temple
permitted women to lean on their sacrifices in a partial way...it seems
simple that this is specifically in this case, where it is impossible for them
really to fulfill the mitzva. But regarding a mitzva which one can fulfill
fully, certainly it is incorrect to ruin it and to perform [the act] in a way
that will not fulfill it [the mitzva]...[From a letter appended sent by Rav
Schachter and other Roshei Yeshiva] It seems that these practices are
halachically prohibited for a number of reasons...and this entails an
element of falsifying the Torah...

Rav ] David Bleich, Contemporary Halachic Problems III, Part I, ch. 5 Sefaria

Edition

In instituting Kri’at ha-Torah complete with aliyot (although without
recitation of blessings) there is manifest a clear desire to establish a
formal, innovative, liturgical ritual. That, in itself, is objectionable....The
concern is not with regard to the act per se; the act itself is indeed
perfectly innocuous and no ostensible halakhic objection can be raised.
The objection is that the practice acquires the characteristics and
overtones of a divinely mandated ritual and as such itself becomes a ziyuf
ha-Torah—a falsification of the mesorah, i.e., of the Law handed down
from generation to generation...One hesitates to state that Torah reading
and aliyot, at least as now practiced by women’s prayer groups, fall within
the category of the forbidden ritual innovations prescribed by Rambam in
Hilkhot Melakhim. Nevertheless, it appears that such practices come
dangerously close to being so.
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Responsum of Rav Aharon Lichtenstein, Bat Mitzva, Matan (Jerusalem: 2002),
514,.
I understand the feelings of those who advocate for these frameworks

when they try to advance the establishment of such a ritual...I, personally,
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have doubts about developing separate groups, and as follows, also do not
recommend holding a Torah reading for girls, and what is associated with
it in their framework...I accede to the credible testimony of women who
indicate that specifically in these frameworks their spiritual experience is
exalted...I am concerned that from an overall perspective and in the long
term, the suggested change will split the congregation, undermine the
custom and heritage of Israel, and even harm the halachic fulfillments

of tefilla itself...
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Sha'arei Efrayim 7:38

Communities where there is no minyan, that want to read the portion in
the Torah in their group without a beracha at all are permitted [to do so].
They can also say the haftara from Prophets without a beracha at all. And
they should not call olim to the Torah, only one [reader] should read the
entire portion from the sefer [Torah], and the rest should hear.

Rav Moshe Feinstein, cited in Aryeh and Dov Frimer, 'Women's Prayer Services —
Theory and Practice,' Tradition 32:2 (Winter 1998), 34.

They [women] may also read from the Torah, though they should be
careful not to do so in such a manner as to create the erroneous
impression that this constitutes keriat ha-Torah. Thus, for example, they
should not recite the Torah benedictions [birchot ha-Torah] aloud, but
should either rely on the benedictions recited earlier [in birchot ha-shahar]
or, in a case where they have not yet made these blessings, should recite
them privately.
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Tehillim 119:12
Blessed are You, God, teach me your ordinances.

'Women's Tefillah at Ramath Orah,' (www.ramathorah.org) Ramath Orah,
Manhattan NY

Women aren’t obligated in the mitzvah of kriyat haTorah b’tzibur,
communal Torah reading, so they cannot constitute a minyan to allow for
official aliyot. Therefore, the kriyat haTorah of a women'’s tefillah group
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constitutes an act of Torah study, not a communal Torah reading. At our
women’s tefillah group, we will say the bracha of vz sn2 ~wx (asher bachar
banu) before an aliya (which is the same bracha said in a regular minyan,
just without barchu). We cannot say barchu because it is one of the devarim
shebikedushah which can only be said in a minyan...Women who receive
an aliya in the women’s tefillah group shouldn’t say the bracha of asher
bachar banu in the morning, rather they should delay their recitation of
the bracha and say it only on their aliya in the

women’s tefillah...Saying ahava rabbah before shema can be counted as
your birkot haTorah if you haven’t yet said them. Therefore, when you

say ahava rabbah, you must keep in mind that it doesn’t count as

your birkot haTorah so that you are able to say them when you get an aliya.
An alternate suggestion is not to say ahava rabbah since women aren’t
obligated in it...It is best to silently recite laasok b’divrei

Torah immediately before you say asher bachar banu out loud in order to
say them together. Women cannot say the bracha that is usually said after
an aliya since it is a bracha on the mitzvah of communal Torah reading
which women aren’t obligated in. Therefore, we will substitute the text
of baruch hamakom and lamdeni chukecha (a pasuk from Tehillim, not

a bracha) to say in place of this bracha.
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Responsum of Rav Baruch Gigi, Bat Mitzva, Matan, (Jerusalem, 2002), p. 519.

...It’s obvious that keri’at ha-Torah requires ten, and therefore if only
women are present, it is not possible to read from the Torah, for this is
one of the devarim she-bikdusha that require ten...It is the custom in a few
places that women gather to read from the Torah without berachot, and
regarding this—even though in my humble opinion it is not
recommended to do thus, because of the breach that it may cause—in any
event there is no halachic impediment. In my humble opinion, one should
not allow women to recite a beracha before the reading, even if they did
not recite birkat ha-Torah that they recite every day, out of concern that
they will come to err and permit recitation of the beracha [at the women’s
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reading] on a regular basis. All the more so, there are no grounds at all to
permit a final beracha after keri’at ha-Torabh...

Pam and Liat Greenwood, 'Torah Service in Women's Tefillah Groups,'
There are many different women'’s tefillah groups around the world, with

significant variations in practice. The most variable area concerns the
blessings women recite before and after their aliyot....In Spring 2015,
JOFA surveyed women'’s tefillah groups to better understand their variety
of approaches for conducting the Torah Service....When asked how each
group refers to the Torah Service, five groups responded that their service
is called a Limmud Torah (Torah Learning), fifteen responded that their
service is called a Kriyat HaTorah (Torah Reading) and two reported that
they use either term. One group frames the service as Limmud Torah by
having the congregation recite Birkat HaTorah together before reading
from the Torah. In all but two of the groups, a woman approaches the
Torah and recites a blessing or Biblical passage before the reading. In
many groups — but not all — the woman recites a closing
blessing/passage as well. The standard aliyot without Barchu are recited
by women called to the Torah. (10 groups) Women who are being called to
the Torah are reminded beforehand to omit the recitation of Birkat
HaTorah during the morning service. (1 group) A woman recites the
standard aliyah without Barchu but she omits shem v’ malchut (Hashem
elokeinu melech ha’olam) if she has already said Birkat HaTorah that
morning. (2 groups)...The blessing Baruch atah Hashem lamdeini
chukecha (Tehillim 119:2) is the most popular for alternative aliyot. It is
used in a variety of ways — either before or after the Torah reading —
often in combination with other passages. (6 groups).

Josephine Schizer, 'Revitalizing Women'’s Tefilla Groups,' The Torch (Blog)

Women’s tefillah has enormous value for Modern Orthodox women
today....Anyone can lead, leyn, or have an aliyah (be called to the Torah).
The davening is almost the same as the main minyan, just sans the men
and the devarim shebekedusha ...When I sit in the main minyan and listen
to men davening, reading Torah, and getting aliyot, I feel like a passive
audience member, rather than an active participant. While the

boys daven in the main minyan at school, the women’s side of the
mechitza (divider between the men’s and women’s sections of an
Orthodox congregation) is largely silent as the girls either zone out or
talk....If something has meaning to a group of people and is not
halakhically forbidden, why not allow it? Women'’s tefillah makes women
feel included and important in Modern Orthodox Judaism...
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Avital Cohen-Brenner, Shelomit Eitam, Miriam Adler, and Tanya Regev, “A
Sacred Women'’s Space,” Makor Rishon, 25.1.2013

Our women'’s tefilla takes place every Shabbat and Chag, and is conducted
almost identically to the tefilla in the synagogue, except for devarim she-
bikdusha (which require a minyan of ten)...The tefilla includes reading
from the Torah (sometimes from a chumash and sometimes from a
scroll), discussion of the weekly Torah portion, bat mitzva ceremonies,
baby-naming ceremonies, and acknowledgment of special life cycle
events. Girls get the chance to sing “Anim Zemirot” together, and
sometimes one sees a boy also joining the group....We are still seeking
our special path as a community of praying women. The questions
constantly arise: Are we interested in imitating the “male” minyan
exactly?
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