THE BARAITA
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Megilla 23a
Our rabbis taught [in a baraita]: Everyone counts toward the number

seven, even a minor and even a woman. But the sages said: A woman may
not read from the Torah, because of kevod tzibbur [the honor of the
congregation].
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Yoma 87b
Our rabbis taught: the mitzva of confession on Erev Yom Kippur is

at dark, but the sages said, he should confess before he eats and
drinks, lest he become disturbed at the meal.
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Shulchan Aruch OC 607:1
One needs to confess at mincha before the final meal [before Yom
Kippur].
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Yoma 69a
It is taught in a baraita: “it [sha’atnez] shall not be upon you” -

but you are permitted to lay it out beneath you. But the sages
said: it is forbidden to do thus, lest one thread get folded over his
flesh.
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Shulchan Aruch YD 301:1
It is permitted according to Torah law to sit on bedding that

is sha’atnez, as it is said “it shall not be upon you,” but you can
lay it out beneath you... and according to Rabbinic law, even [if
there are] ten layers of bedding one on top of the other, and the
bottom one is kilayyim, it is forbidden to sit on the top one, lest a
thread get folded over his flesh...
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Chullin 44b
As it is taught [in a baraita], he issued the judgment, acquitted or

convicted, declared impure or pure, and similarly the witnesses
who testified, all are permitted to purchase [an item whose value
was affected by the ruling], but the sages said: Stay far from
unseemliness and from anything resembling it.
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Tosefta Megilla 3:11
All are counted for the count of seven, even a minor, even a woman. We do
not bring a woman to read for the masses.
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Tosefta Megilla 3:12
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A synagogue where they have only one person who can read, he stands up
and reads and sits down, and stands up and reads and sits down, stands
up and reads and sits down, even seven times
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Sefer Or Zarua, Part 2, Laws of Keri’at Shema 383

It is taught in a tosefta in our tractate, All are counted for the count of
seven, even a minor, even a woman. We do not bring a woman to read for
the masses. Members of a synagogue where they have only one person
who can read, he stands up and reads, and sits down and stands up and
reads and sits down, even seven times...
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Tosafot Rid Megilla 23a

Our rabbis taught “All are counted for the count of seven...” and at the
end of the baraita in Chapter 3 of Tosefta Megilla, there is thus: “Members
of a synagogue where they have only one person who can read, he stands
up and reads, and sits down and stands up and reads and sits down, even
seven times...”
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Tosefta Ke-peshuta Megilla pp. 1176-77
....From the words of our sages the Rishonim I learned that this

paragraph [“All are counted...”] is connected to the paragraph after it,
[“A synagogue where they have only one person who can read”] and the
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intention is that a woman only counts toward the number of readers,
when a man has already read from the Torah...But [in] a synagogue that
does not have a man who knows how to read, “we do not bring a woman
to read for the masses.” ...But according to the approach of

the ge’onim and the poskim, that they [women] only count specifically
toward the number of seven [readers on Shabbat]...the tosefta can be
interpreted more simply, that we do not bring a woman to read for the
masses, and even if there is one [man] who knows how to read, it is
preferable for him to read and go back and read [again], and a woman
should not join him...

Rav Yehuda H. Henkin, “Qeri’at Ha-Torah by Women: Where We Stand Today,”
The Edah Journal 1:2 (Sivan 5761), 1-2.

Why should the solitary male reader read all seven aliyyot himself, to the
evident exclusion of women?...The reason the Tosefta mentions a case
when there is only one reader is for emphasis: even when there is only
one reader, he should read everything himself if he is capable of doing so
rather than have a woman read even part, and all the more so when there
are a number of men reading....Contiguity of paragraphs in the Tosefta,
however, is not proof that they are essentially interrelated...
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Rambam, Laws of Tefilla and the Priestly Blessing 12:17
A woman may not read [from the Torah] for the tzibbur because of kevod

ha-tzibbur...

KEVOD HA-TZIBBUR

Channa Lockshin Bob, 'Women's Aliyot: Jewish Scholars Weigh In,' JOFA Webcast
If we forget everything we know about the history of interpretation, and

just try to do a simple common sense reading of the sentence...”But the
Sages said, a woman should not read from the Torah because of kevod
tzibur,” the dignity of the community, the simplest explanation is that
Chazal thought there was something undignified or embarrassing about a
woman reading Torah for the congregation. And common sense would
say that in 2016, when women can be judges and teach Torah and run for
president, this cannot be true anymore. Obviously, a plain common-sense
reading can’t be the end of the discussion, but I think it should be the
beginning of the discussion...
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Sota 39b
Rabbi Tanchum said Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: The shali’ach tzibbur is

not allowed to uncover the teiva in public, because of kevod tzibbur.
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Rashi ad. loc. s.v. le-hafshit et ha-teiva be-tzibbur
To uncover the teiva in public:...for it is an inconvenience to the
congregation to delay there with the sefer Torah...
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Yoma 70a
Rav Huna the son of Rav Yehoshua said Rav Sheshet said: Because we do
not roll a sefer Torah in public, because of kevod tzibbur.
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Rashi ad. loc. s.v. mi-penei kevod tzibbur
Because of kevod tzibbur — for they will wait quietly for it.
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Gittin 60a
Rabba and Rav Yosef, who both said: We do not read from chumashim in

synagogue because of kevod tzibbur.
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Ran on Rif, Gittin 27b (Rif pagination)
Because of kevod tzibbur: That it appears impoverished.
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Yerushalmi Megilla 3:1
This Arskinas [a name] burned the Torah of Tzanberai. They came and

asked Rav Yosse what is the [Halacha] of reading from a book [not a
proper Torah scroll] communally. He said to them: It is prohibited. Not
that it is [truly] prohibited, but rather out of their distress they will
purchase themselves another [sefer Torah].
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Ra’avyah, Part II, Megilla 554
Kevod ha-tzibbur is also relevant with our chumashin, for the meaning

of kevod ha-tzibbur is not because it [a chumash] is incomplete, but rather,
[that] it is a dishonor to the tzibbur that they do not have a sefer

Torah made according to its mitzva...And even though it is not possible
now [to have a full one], we do not permit them [to read from chumashin],
lest they neglect to purchase a sefer Torah...
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Mishna Megilla 4:6
A minor reads from the Torah...a person with tattered clothing

[poche’ach] is “pores al Shema,” does not read from the Torah and does not
lead prayers and does not raise his hands [as a kohen to bless the
congregation]
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Rambam, Peirush ha-mishna Megilla 4:6
A poche’ach, this is like when the garment he is wearing is torn

from above so that the flesh of his shoulders and chest is visible.
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Rashi Megilla 24a
Poche’ach — It explains in Masechet Soferim: Anyone whose
flanks are visible, naked and bare...
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Megilla 24b
Ulla bar Rav asked Abbaye: A minor poche’ach, what is [the halacha] of

him reading from the Torah? He [Abbaye] said to him [Ulla): You should
ask about a naked one. A naked one, what is the reason that he cannot
[read from the Torah]? Because of kevod tzibbur. Here, too, [the

minor poche’ach may not read] because of kevod tzibbur.
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Rashi Megilla 24a s.v. eino korei

He does not read from the Torah. Because of the honor of the Torah, and
similarly leading prayers and similarly raising hands - it is degrading to
the congregation.
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Rashi 24b s.v. katan poche’ach
A minor poche’ach, what is [the halacha] of him reading from the Torah.

Is an adult poche’ach prohibited because of “that He not see in you any
matter of nakedness” (Devarim 23:15), but a minor is not cautioned? Or
perhaps our mishna did not differentiate between a minor and an adult.

A WOMAN READING
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Berachot 20b

Come and learn: Truly they [our sages] said: A son recites [birkat ha-
mazon] for his father and a wife recites [birkat ha-mazon] for her husband.
But the sages said: Let a curse [me’eira] come upon a person whose wife
and sons bless for him.
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Ritva Sukka 38a

...According to what we rule, that a woman is obligated on a Torah level
[in birkat ha-mazon], the plain meaning of the baraita concerns an adult
[i.e., post bar mitzva age] son, when [the father] ate an amount of food to
obligate him [in birkat ha-mazon] on a Torah level, and these [wife or son]
come and discharge his obligation...and because he is ignorant, he
discharges his obligation through their beracha, as they said ‘if one of
them [two men eating together] is ignorant and one is learned, the
learned one recites a beracha and the ignorant one discharges his
obligation [through the learned one’s beracha].’ Because of this they said
a curse should come upon him, when he did not learn and he is ignorant
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so that he discharges his obligation with the beracha of others [even]
when there is no zimmun...
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Chiddushei Ha-Ritva, Megilla 4a
Since it is accepted for us according to Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi that

[women] are obligated [in megilla], and even discharge obligations, but
this is not kavod for the tzibbur and they are in the category
of me’eira...from my teacher
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Responsa Mishpetei Uziel IV: CM 6
The meaning of kevod ha-tzibbur is that they [people] should not say: that
there is no one among the men who knows how to read from the Torah.
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Rav Pinchas Peretz, From the Lectures of Rav Ovadya Yosef, First year, 19

They said a woman should not count [toward the Torah readers] because
of kevod ha-tzibbur, and the reason is only because this is not kevod ha-
tzibbur, and that is because she is exempt from keri’at ha-Torah, and
whoever sees a woman read from the Torah infers that there was no man
there to read, and this is a disgrace to the tzibbur, that they did not find an
obligated man to read, and they found a woman who is not obligated.
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Responsa Benei Banim IV:3
For kevod tzibbur in the matter of women reading is not only that it should

not seem as if there are no men there who know how to read, but in order
that the men not rely from the start on the women’s reading and neglect
to learn how to read and to sing with the cantillation themselves.
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Mor U-ketzia 282

It seems that [a bondsman] is preferable to a woman for this, in any case
where it is possible [to conduct the reading] without her, for with her
there is [a concern] le-chatchila [ab initio] of kevod tzibbur, because of
“why would a woman be in the Temple courtyard,” which is not the case
with a bondsman.
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Rav Zalman Nechemya Goldberg, 'Women in the Blessing of Sheva Berachot,'

Mar'eh Ha-bazak V, p. 185
...For it seems that kevod ha-tzibbur is a matter of tzeniut.

Channa Lockshin Bob, 'Women's Aliyot: Jewish Scholars Weigh In,' JOFA Webcast
The idea that kevod tzibur could be defined as concerns about immodesty

and improper mixing of the sexes is intriguing to me, since intuitively
that seems like it should be the big problem with women’s aliyot. It even
makes sense in terms of the braita, in which women are barred because
of kevod tzibur but children are not, even though children also presumably
had lower social status and lower literacy than adult males...Whether this
is the meaning of kevod tzibur or not, we need to do more serious thinking
about whether it is modest to set up a shul in such a way that women can
get aliyot, whether definitions of modesty evolve or not, etc.
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Sefer Ha-menucha of Rabbeinu Mano'ach, Laws of Berachot 5:7
Know that we say a woman should not read in the tzibbur because of kevod ha-
tzibbur, The reason is because of kevod ha-tzibbur, but there is no immodesty.

This view is echoed by the end of Rav Uziel’s statement:
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Responsa Mishpetei Uziel IV: CM 6

The meaning of kevod ha-tzibbur is that they [people] should not say: that
there is no one among the men who knows how to read from the Torah. But
they [our sages] did not say [that a woman may not read in practice] because
of [concern for] licentiousness.
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Responsa Mayyim Chayyim II:140

It was thus with women going up to the sefer Torah, there were
special sections for women in every synagogue...and sometimes
some pious and learned woman would want to go up to the sefer
Torah...and they would go up to the sefer Torah, and in later
generations they saw that this entailed immodest thoughts, that
the congregation would ask each other...therefore, they rose and
discontinued this practice, and so as not to appear as if they
suspected the congregation, they attributed the reason to kevod
ha-tzibbur, that the woman who is exempt from the matter
should not mix with the men who are obligated in it...
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Rav Hershel Schachter, 'On the Matter of Partnership Minyanim'
For it is enough that men sometimes need to compromise on their

attribute of tzeniut, and we shouldn’t demand of women that they also
compromise on their tzeniut...And certainly if there is no man there who
knows how to read the Torah, we should ask a woman to read, but this is
not correct on account of kevod ha-tzibbur, for by forcing a woman to
forgo her attribute of tzeniut, and to read the Torah in public, we
demonstrate regarding the community that there are no men there who
know how to read.

RELEVANCE

Rav Yehuda H. Henkin, 'Qeri'at ha-Torah: Where we Stand Today.' Edah Journal
1:2,p. 4

My grandfather [Rav Yosef Eliyahu Henkin] z”1 wrote that today’s custom
of the ba'al geri’ah reading all the aliyyot is...in effect, only one person
reading the entire portion...I added that according to this, considerations
of kevod hatsibbur are put in abeyance as well: the baraita stipulates that
“a woman should not read in the Torah,” while today the ba'al

geri’ah reads and not the woman herself....In the time of the Talmud,
being called up to the Torah always involved reading from it, and the
phrase “to read in the Torah” was interchangeable with receiving

an aliyyah. Therefore, the conclusion I drew from the language of the
baraita that if reading is not involved there is no issue of kevod tsibbur,
although highly plausible, is not in itself proven. Conceivably, other
factors might be involved. And while starting from sometime during the
period of the rishonim when use of a ba‘al geri’ah became widespread, a
distinction could have been made between a woman’s reading the Torah
and her having an aliyyah, this is nowhere spelled out. Apparently, this
distinction was suggested only recently, when women’s Torah readings
became an issue. To read into the Shulhan Arukh a conscious intention
that “women may be included, they just may not read” as the author
does, is anachronistic, and to suggest that the Shulhan Arukh and its
commentators would imply such an innovation in practical halachah
without openly calling attention to it, lacks credibility...
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Rambam, Laws of Mamrim 2:2

A beit din that made a decree or issued an enactment or put a custom in
practice and the matter spread to all of Israel, and after them stood
another beit din that sought to nullify the first matter and to uproot that
enactment or decree or custom...even if the reason for which the former
[authorities] decreed or enacted it was nullified, the latter [authorities]
cannot nullify it until they be greater than they [the first group]...
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Rav Daniel Sperber, Darkah shel Halacha: Keri'at Nashim Ba-Torah (Jerusalem:

Reuven Mass, 2007), 39

After all, in Israel a woman can serve as a state comptroller, judge in the
high court, government minister, or even Prime Minister, and we don’t,
as individuals or as a tzibbur, feel insult from this. If so, perhaps really
this concept is not in force in today’s tzibbur, unless we see it as a clear
prohibition.

Rabbi Jeremy Wieder, 'Aliyyot for Women in Halakha,' Blogpost, 31.10.16

...Even though rabbinic enactments may reflect or have been impelled by
concerns no longer in evidence, those enactments remain halakhically
binding absent...communal custom to the contrary, evidence of Talmudic
case law that the prohibition applied only when the animating concerns of
the enactment were present or if the formulation of the prohibition itself
implies limitation. None of those conditions is present in the case of the
enactment against aliyyot for women. Irrespective of how we might
interpret the concern of kevod hatzibbur or how we might assess its
contemporary relevance, according to traditional principles of halakhic
decision-making the rabbinic prohibition against calling women to the
Torah remains in force.
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Sefer Ha-batim Beit Tefilla 8 Keri'at Ha-Torah, Sha'ar Sheini 6

There is one among the great authorities one who wrote that those who
pray in their homes with ten, a woman can read there from the Torah, for
it is only called a tzibbur when they pray in the synagogue.

XX N”IX V10

[M015n N'"aa=] "2 0N DX P17'N 'REQT 7227 X N T AR Y
N7 IN

Tur OC, 691
To me it seems that every ten [men] is called a tzibbur for every purpose

and there is no distinction whether they are in synagogue or not...
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Rav Ya'akov Emden, Berit Migdal Oz, Shoket 2 9-10

On the day that a yoledet [woman who has given birth] goes to synagogue,
her husband has an obligation to go up to the Torah...The obligation of
the husband of the yoledet, which has become a commemoration of
bringing the sacrifice [of a yoledet], is something one is particular about.
And it seems that when only ten pray and read from the Torah in the
home of the yoledet, and her husband is not here, one can rely on the
fundamental law that a woman goes up and reads from the Torah in this
case even though the sages said that a woman should not read in

the tzibbur because of kavod, they only said that in a big congregation and
not to do it frequently, but in this case where it is an uncommon matter
and out of an enactment for her, one can say they did not decree...and in
this manner it is similar to after the fact, thus my opinion tends if my
fellows will agree with me...
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Responsa Or Le-Tziyon II, notes to ch. 9 Laws of Nefillat Apayyim and Keri’at Ha-
Torah

By the way, one can comment regarding what our master wrote
in Shulchan Aruch 282:3, everyone counts toward the seven
[readers on Shabbat], even a woman and a minor who know to
Whom they recite a beracha, but the sages said a woman may not
read for the tzibbur because of kevod ha-tzibbur. And this requires
study, for if in any case a woman does not go up [to the Torah]
because of kevod ha-tzibbur, what practical difference is there
that a woman counts toward the seven, and for what purpose did
our master write this halacha? Therefore it seems correct to say
that the practical difference is in a place where there is no
concern of kevod ha-tzibbur, such as in a place where those
praying are members of a single family, and the woman is the
head of the home and all the other people praying are her
children and grandchildren, that then there is no lack in kevod
ha-tzibbur in her going up to the Torah, in this case she could go
up to the Torah and count toward the number seven, and in
practice this requires study.
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Responsa Yabi'a Omer IV OC 108:74
What the author [of Or Le-Tziyon] comments in his

explanations...and he raises the difficulty that since a woman in
any case does not go up [to the Torah] because of kevod ha-
tzibbur, what practical difference is there that the woman counts
toward the seven [readers], and for what purpose did our master
write this halacha? It is not difficult at all, for one can say in
accordance with what Rav David Pardo wrote in Chasdei David on
the Tosefta (Megilla 3, p. 106), that if she went up to the sefer
Torah on her own, she does not go down...

Rav Yehuda H. Henkin, 'Qeri'at ha-Torah: Where we Stand Today.' Edah Journal
1:2,p.3,6

I have suggested the following explanation: A woman is
prohibited from reading the Torah because of kevod

hatsibbur, which can be waived; however, such a waiver requires
the unanimous consent of the community. Such unanimity
cannot be demonstrated or assumed on the part of a synagogue
congregation; however, in the case of a minyan in a private
home, if anyone objected to a woman’s reading the Torah he
would not pray there but rather with the main congregation, and
so a waiver of kevod ha-tsibbur can be established. This hinges on
the assumption that the hazal-decreed factor of kevod ha-
tsibbur can be waived and that such a waiver requires unanimous
consent rather than a simple majority; substantiation of this
latter point is needed... if done without fanfare, an occasional
aliyyah by a woman in a private minyan of men held on Shabbat
in a home and not in a synagogue sanctuary or hall can perhaps
be countenanced or at least overlooked.

WAIVING KEVOD HA-TZIBBUR
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Hilchot Ketanot Mordechai Menachot Ha-kometz Rabba 952

We say in the chapter “Ha-nizakin*: Is it permitted to read

from chumashim to discharge the obligation of the tzibbur [in keri’at ha-
Torah]? And conclude that it is not, because of kevod ha-tzibbur, and this
implies that if the tzibbur had waived their kavod it would be permitted.
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Peri Chadash OC 53:6

But according to the rationale of kevod tzibbur, whenever

the tzibbur waives their kavod they are permitted, according to the view of
Rabbeinu Yerucham and Mordechai.
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Shulchan Aruch 0C 143:2-3
If they wrote each chumash on its own, even in a scroll like a sefer Torah,

we don’t read from it until all five chumashim are sewn together...Even in
villages that don’t have a fit sefer Torah, we don’t recite a beracha over it
[reading from a chumash].
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Rambam, Laws of Tefilla and the Priestly Blessing 8:11
...One whose beard is not full even if he is very learned may not
be shali’ach tzibbur because of kevod tzibbur...
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Responsa of Rosh 4:17

What you asked: One whose beard is not full, how often may he lead
prayer on an occasional basis? Know that he can pray on an occasional
basis like any townsman, who prays as it suits him, as long as he is not
appointed by the tzibbur [as shali’ach tzibbur]...
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Beit Yosef OC 53

According to this [Rambam)] if the tzibbur wanted to waive their honor it
would seem that they are permitted to do so, but Rosh wrote in a
responsum (4:17) that one whose beard is not full may lead prayer on an
occasional basis like any townsman who leads prayer when it suits him,
as long as he is not appointed by the tzibbur ...and this is what our Rav
[Tur] wrote...It implies that even if the tzibbur waives their honor, they
cannot appoint him and so it seems also from the words of Rosh that our
Rav [Tur] wrote...
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Shulchan Aruch OC 53:6

We only appoint [as shali’ach tzibbur] one whose beard is full [i.e., who has
reached maturity], because of kevod ha-tzibbur. But on an occasional
basis, once he has grown two hairs he can lead the prayer, but he simply
may not be appointed by the tzibbur [as shali’ach tzibbur]...
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Aruch Ha-shulchan OC 53:10

We only appoint as fixed shali’ach tzibbur one whose beard is full, i.e., who
has a beard, for he is called a man in years, but no less [mature] than this,
for this is not kevod tzibbur, which is to say this is not the honor of Heaven
that the agent of the tzibbur be a lad young in years and therefore even
with the will of the tzibbur he is not able to serve as a fixed shali’ach
tzibbur...
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Mishna Berura 53:23
Of the tzibbur— And the tzibbur cannot waive their honor in this.
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Magen Avraham 53:9

Because of kevod ha-tzibbur. And if the tzibbur wanted to waive their
honor, they are permitted to, but from what is written adjacently that he
not be appointed by the tzibbur it implies even if the tzibbur waive it is
prohibited, and so wrote Bach and in any case le-chatchila (ab initio) one
should not do this.
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Bach OC 53
We only appoint one whose beard is full etc....It seems in my humble

opinion that, even according to Rambam and Rashba, the tzibbur’s waiver
[of kevod ha-tzibbur] doesn’t work. For ”because of kevod ha-tzibbur” does
not mean that it corresponds to their honor before people, for which

the tzibbur‘s waiver would work. Rather, it means that it is not kevod ha-
tzibbur that they send before Him, may He be exalted, someone without a
distinguished face to plead for the tzibbur. Furthermore, if so, all these
enactments that our sages enacted on account of kevod ha-tzibbur...If you
say that they are permitted to waive it, if so their enactment was for
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naught, for every tzibbur would waive it. Furthermore, it would make [the
people of] Israel into factions, this tzibbur would waive and

this tzibbur would not waive. Rather, they certainly don’t have the ability
to waive and to uproot a rabbinic enactment...For they cannot waive and
send before Him, may He be exalted etc., what is not in accordance

with kevod ha-tzibbur, as though they are not concerned about what is not
pleasing and acceptable before Him, may He be exalted.

Dr Tova Hartman, quoted in Amanda Borschel Dan, 'Orthodox, separate — and
almost equal.' Times of Israel 21.11.2013
I tried to make changes in regular [Orthodox] shuls and didn’t succeed

and said if they’re not changing then we must make something new.
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Tiferet Yisrael, Yachin, Megilla 4:6:45
It seems to me that all kevod ha-tzibbur, the intent is not kavod of

this tzibbur that would be fitting for them, but the intent is kavod that
the tzibbur need in order to honor God, for it is fitting [for God] that they
be fitting, and the practical halachic difference is that they cannot waive
[kevod ha-tzibbur]...

Rav Samson Raphael Hirsch, Vayikra 10:6
The Nation too knows no Death, ein tzibbur met[im] [a tzibbur is not

considered dead] (Horayot 6a), in it, all past generations live on, and out
of it all the coming ones blossom,; in it, at all times past and future are
present.
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Taz OC 53
For certainly, even for Rambam, waiver doesn’t work [to appoint a youth

as shali’ach tzibbur]. For certainly kevod ha-tzibbur in this [case] is honor
due to Heaven, that we intend to honor God with a shlai’ach tzibbur who is
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fitting to be a pleader for the congregation before Him...but certainly
waiver doesn’t work in these matters that touch on honor of Heaven.

BEDI’AVAD AND SHE’AT HA-DECHAK
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Ma'aseh Roke'ach on Rambam, Laws of Tefilla 12:17

Our Rabbi [Rambam] wrote a summary of the law that “a woman
may not read on account of kevod ha-tzibbur.” If so, it is
absolutely prohibited.
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Sefer Mitzvot Gadol, Positive Mitzvot 19
A minor who knows how to read and knows to Whom we bless
counts toward the count of seven.
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Aruch Ha-shulchan OC 282:10

In Yerushalmi Megilla [4:3] it says that a bondsman counts toward the
number seven, see there. And our Rav, Rema, wrote that his law is like a
woman, which is to say that le-chatchila, from the outset, he should not
count because of kevod ha-tzibbur.
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Chasdei David Tosefta Megilla ad loc.
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It seems that in any case if she went up [to the Torah] she should not go
down since according to the fundamental law she counts toward the
number...additionally it implies this from the language of the tosefta that
is before us that “we don’t bring a woman to read” therefore if she went
up on her own she has counted since it [the constraint] is only because

of kevod ha-tzibbur.
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Responsa Maharam Rotenberg 4:108 (Prague

A city that is all kohanim and doesn’t have even one Yisrael, it seems to
me that a kohen reads twice and then women read, for anyone can
complete the number seven, even a bondsman and a maidservant and a
minor...And given that it concludes about it “but the sages said a woman
should not read from the Torah because of kevod ha-tzibbur,” where that
is impossible, kevod ha-tzibbur is pushed aside because of the blemish to
[the lineage of] the kohanim who read...
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Responsa Minchat Yitzchak I1:11
That which our sages say is prohibited le-chatachila [normatively, from

the outset] is not because of a doubt, rather thus our sages decreed: le-
chatchila prohibited and be-diavad permitted. Behold le-chatchila is
certainly prohibited le-chatchila and bedi’avad is certainly

permitted bedi’avad.

KEVOD HA-BERIYOT
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Berachot 19b
Come and learn: Kevod ha-beriyotis great, for it pushes aside a Torah level

prohibition. And why? Let us say “there is no wisdom and no
understanding and no counsel against God!” Rav bar Sheva defined it
before Rav Kahana as the prohibition of “lo tasur” “not straying [from the
words that they (the sages) tell you]” (Devarim 7:11). They laughed at him:
The prohibition of lo tasur is on a Torah level. Rav Kahana said, A great
man said a matter, don’t laugh at him. [The rabbis] supported all rabbinic
matters on the prohibition of lo tasur and because of [a person’s] kavod,
our sages permitted it.
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Rashi ad loc. s.v. kol milei

Our rabbis waived their honor to [allow] transgressing their words where
there is kevod ha-beriyot, as for carrying stones on Shabbat [which would
otherwise be muktzeh] for wiping in the bathroom (Shabbat 81b), or
someone whose cloak’s tzitzit broke in a karmelit [rendering the strings
something he carries rather than a part of a garment in a place where
carrying is prohibited rabbinically] they didn’t require him to set down
his cloak there and enter his home undressed (Menachot 38a).
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Responsa Chavot Yair 95

I have great difficulty even with a rabbinic matter to say that it is
pushed aside on account of kevod ha-beriyot regarding matters
that were not mentioned in the Talmud.
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New Responsa Sha'agat Aryeh 12
Why should it push aside a positive and negative

commandment...and here there is no disgrace at all, rather only
withholding honor.

Rabbi Daniel Sperber, 'Congregational Dignity and Human Dignity: Women and
Public Torah Reading,' The Edah Journal 3:2 (2002), pp 10-11

We have here a clash of two principles of different sorts — kevod ha-
tsibur (if such exists) and kevod ha-beriyot... we are speaking about ‘a
doubtful consideration of kevod ha-tsibur,’ for it is entirely possible that
the congregation has waived its dignity, or that it senses no affront at all
to its dignity in women being granted aliyyot...At the same time, we know
that many women have a sincere desire, a yearning, to take an active and
spiritual role in the life of the community and its pursuits, and excluding
them from the synagogue or from involvement in worship ceremonies is
a cause of great distress... It thus seems clear that kevod ha-beriyot,
individual dignity, must overcome kevod ha-tsibur, particularly when the
concept of kevod ha-tsibur does not really pertain as it might have in
ancient and medieval times.

Rabbi Jeremy Wieder, 'Alivyot for Women in Halakha,' Blogpost, 31.10.16

...It is not that in certain limited circumstances the prohibition of calling
a woman to the Torah offends the human dignity of an individual woman;
rather, it is the prohibition itself that is said to engender offense to
human dignity. To argue that the principle of kevod haberiyot should
dictate that the prohibition of calling a woman to the Torah be set aside is
not to resolve an incidental conflict between two values by choosing one.
Rather, it is to entirely abrogate a principle because that principle, in its
entirety, is perceived to conflict with another. This is far from dehiyyah.
There is, to the best of my knowledge, no precedent in halakha for
nullifying a halakhic principle on the basis of kevod haberiyot...
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Responsa Mas'at Binyamin 62
...My eyes grew too dim to see. Because it arose in the thoughts of the Rav

z”1 to banish me from inclusion in the portion of God, and the Torah of
truth is eternal life. Not to count me among the number for being called
to the Torah. Therefore, I said and resolved, God forbid that I leave the
way of the tree of life and of grasping its branches. I have loved this
testament from earliest days....Whoever wishes to issue a halachic ruling
and to decide where there is a rabbinic dispute, it is impossible except for
one of three ways: A. That he prove it with clear proofs from the Talmud
or Ge’onim. B. Even without proof and evidence but since we see that the
majority of weighty halachic authorities rule that the halacha is like him,
for with one against the many, Halacha is like the many. C. For in every
place we rule halacha like later authorities verses earlier ones, from
Abbaye and Rava onward. And behold the matter before us, in all of these
three ways the halacha is like the words of those who permit.

Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein, Human Dignity in Halakha
If, over the course of the generations, authorities virtually refrained from

explicitly invoking kevod ha-beriyotas grounds for a leniency out of
concern that it would be abused by those lacking the appropriate loyalty to
Halakha, then today, with the development of means of mass
communication — which transmit in just a few minutes that which is said
in “total secrecy” to all corners of the earth — this concern carries double
the weight. We must, apparently, resign ourselves to this reality, but
specifically because of this, in a situation in which the value ofkevod ha-
beriyot does not withstand the conflict against other halakhot, there is a
compelling need to sharpen the concept’s significance....for a spiritual,
intellectual and ethical effort to bring this “great” principle to
actualization.

IN PRACTICE
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Responsa Tzitz Eliezer 20:36
...We set the reason on account of kevod tzibbur [that] closes the way off

for us, and in no case may a woman count toward the number seven and
read from the Torah.

Rav Gedalia Dov Schwartz, Letter to RCA Rabbis

...“Davening” and “Kriat HaTorah” as it has been observed in Torah
observant communities for many centuries rejects creating a profile of
worship that is alien to normative...congregational activity...I reject the
support of the ‘Partnership Minyanim’ halachically and intuitively...

Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis, United Synagogue Message to Rabbis and Rebbitzens,
2013

I know that you (the United Synagogue rabbis and rebbitzens) are
working with our communities to find ways, within the boundaries of
halacha, to make prayer, learning, leadership and involvement more
meaningful for men and women alike, and I encourage this
wholeheartedly. Some of you, together with members of our
communities, have approached me for direction with respect to holding
services which take an approach different from our traditional
understanding of roles in communal prayer, particularly where women
would...read from the Torah or receive Aliyot. It is my view that such
services are not something that can take place within our synagogues or
under our auspices. Whilst I welcome innovation where this is
halachically sound, particularly encouraging both men and women to
participate more actively and meaningfully in prayer, there is virtually
complete consensus within the Orthodox Rabbinate, including within the
Modern Orthodox Rabbinate, on this matter.
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