How to study Chumash- One book at a time - Breishit class #4
From an "Oved Adama" to an "Eved Hashem"

Between Adam & Adama in Sefer Breishit
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

I. Review: Prophetic Purpose of Sefer Breishit
Studying what is ‘written’ vs. studying what ‘happened'
What does Hashem expect from ‘man’
And/or what does He expect from Am Yisrael
Is man part of the 'animal kingdom' -
or is he a 'partner’ with his Creator
Review also
How perek bet & alpeh are aware of each other
Also: concept of 'employee’ vs. ‘consumer’

II. Intro to today's topic:
Eretz -> Adama is primary in perek aleph 23 to 1
In perek bet - "adama” is primary
Review - source of the power of growth / Day 3
The land ‘appears’ to have power of fertility
However, God is the source of that power
In perek bet, man helps facilitate that power
'man’ - the Oved Adama & rain are needed for growth

IT. The transition Breishit chapter 2
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rain upon the earth, and there was not a man
to till the ground;
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9 And out of the ground made the LORD
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19 And out of the ground the LORD God
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Discuss
The conclusions man might reach when working the land -
Re: what is the source of the power of fertility
And what does it depend upon!
Relate to naming the different species of nature
Relate to the need for ‘companionship’ /vs. relationship
how that may relate to relationship between man & God

III. The theme of “"oved adama” continues - Br. 3:17-19
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the days of thy life.

18 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to
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20 And the man called his wife's name Eve;
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IV. Kayin vs Hevel - note Kayin's profession! Br. 4:1
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23 Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from
the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence
he was taken.

24 So He drove out the man; and He placed at the
east of the garden of Eden the cherubim, and the
flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the
way to the tree of life.
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1 And the man knew Eve his wife:
and she conceived and bore Cain,
and said: 'T have gotten a man
with the help of the LORD.'

2 And again she bore his brother
Abel. And Abel was a keeper of
sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the
ground.

3 And in process of time it came
to pass, that Cain brought of the
fruit of the ground an offering
unto the LORD.

The punishment - 4:10-14 / from “oved adama” to murder

10 And He said: "What hast thou done? the voice of
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brother's blood crieth unto Me from the ground.

. 11 And now cursed art thou from the ground, which
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12 When thou tillest the ground, it shall not
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and a wanderer shalt thou be in the earth.'
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13 And Cain said unto the LORD: 'My punishment
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14 Behold, Thou hast driven me out this day from
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face of the land; and from Thy face shall I be
and I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer in the
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findeth me will slay me.'

See Devarim 21:1 - “egla arufa”



V. Noach & “"adama” / note first child born after death of Adam ha'rishon

The reason for his name 5:29 [before the flood]
_n. 773&‘7 nl VQW nx NWP”' UD 29 And he called his name Noah, saying: 'This same
oy . £ ool o a8 N1V

shall comfort us in our work and in the toil of our
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Note in chapter 6, parallel REASONS for the flood / "adama” & shem Hashem
Then after the flood in 9:20
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Discuss: How working the land affects man's relationship with God
& how it may relate o the purpose of Hashem choosing a nation
& the correlation between the land & moral behaviour
See second parshia of the daily shema / Devarim 11:13-21 /also 28:1-10

VI. Making a name for God - in light of conclusion of Breishit chapter 4
[Setting the stage for the connection between purpose of man / Am Yisrael]
Suggesting a connection between ‘Names’ & “adama” theme
Breishit chapter 4 — note its envelope format
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Follow of the theme of giving names
Days 1->3 Hashem names what He creates
Chapter 2 - God challenges man to assign names to the animals
Chava is named by Adam
Chapters 4 contrasting reason for name of Kayin vs. Shet
End of chapter 4 — strange verse of ‘calling in the Name of Hashem’
Chaper 5 — God named ‘man’ ending with Lemech named Noach
Flood story — why does Noach name his son SHEM
Note blessing of Shem by Noach after the wine incident
Chapter 11 - Migdal Bavel — man makes a name for himself !
Chapter 12 — Avraham begins his career of calling in the Name of Hashem



