How to study Chumash- One book at a time - Breishit class #5
What's in Name?

Possibly the most important theme in Sefer Breishit
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

I. Review: Prophetic Purpose of Sefer Breishit
From what does Hashem expect from ‘man’
To - what He expects from Am Yisrael
i.e. fowards what purpose was Avraham chosen
key thematic question re: purpose of Sefer Breishit
Why was AVRAHAM chosen - vs.
WHY was Avraham chosen

II. The explicit answer is only found in 18:17-19
& note how it relates to 12:1-3
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IIT. The importance of Avraham's ‘name’ becoming great
Reward, or a 'vehicle’ - to enable making God's Name great
Let's trace the theme of 'shem Hashem' in Breishit
[Review the end of last week's shiur, re: 4:26]
Making a name for God - in light of conclusion of Breishit chapter 4

[Setting the stage for the connection between purpose of man / Am Yisrael]
Note as well importance of names of people in chapter 4

[also Lemech’s 3 sons named after ‘Hevel’]




Breishit chapter 4 — note its envelope format
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Follow of the theme of giving names
Days 1->3 Hashem names what He creates
Chapter 2 - God challenges man to assign names to the animals
Chava is named by Adam
Chapters 4 contrasting reason for name of Kayin vs. Shet

End of chapter 4 — strange verse of ‘calling in the Name of Hashem’
Chaper 5 — God named ‘man’ ending with Lemech named Noach

Flood story — why does Noach name his son SHEM
Note blessing of Shem by Noach after the wine incident
Chapter 11 - Migdal Bavel — man makes a name for himself !
Chapter 12 — Avraham begins his career of calling in the Name of Hashem



The themes from Gan Eden, at conclusion of Sefer Devarim

Devarim chapter 28 -
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1 And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken
diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God,
to observe to do all His commandments which I
command thee this day, that the LORD thy God
will set thee on high above all the nations of the
earth.

2 And all these blessings shall come upon thee,
and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the
voice of the LORD thy God.

3 Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed
shalt thou be in the field.

4 Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the
fruit of thy land, and the fruit of thy cattle, the
increase of thy kine, and the young of thy flock.

5 Blessed shall be thy basket and thy kneading-
trough.

6 Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and
blessed shalt thou be when thou goest out.

7 The LORD will cause thine enemies that rise
up against thee to be smitten before thee; they

shall come out against thee one way, and shall

flee before thee seven ways.

8 The LORD will command the blessing with
thee in thy barns, and in all that thou puttest thy
hand unto; and He will bless thee in the land
which the LORD thy God giveth thee.

9 The LORD will establish thee for a holy people
unto Himself, as He hath sworn unto thee; if thou
shalt keep the commandments of the LORD thy
God, and walk in His ways.

10 And all the peoples of the earth shall see that
the name of the LORD is called upon thee; and
they shall be afraid of thee.

11 And the LORD will make thee over-abundant
for good, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit
of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy land, in the
land which the LORD swore unto thy fathers to
give thee.

12 The LORD will open unto thee His good
treasure the heaven to give the rain of thy land in
its season, and to bless all the work of thy hand;
and thou shalt lend unto many nations, but thou
shalt not borrow.

13 And the LORD will make thee the head, and
not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and
thou shalt not be beneath; if thou shalt hearken
unto the commandments of the LORD thy God,
which I command thee this day, to observe and to
do them;



IV. The theme of 'SHEM HASHEM' as it develops:
A. Genesis Chapter 4 - Something goes 'wrong’
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B. Genesis Chapter 9 - Noach & his son ‘Shem’ [?]
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servant.

C. Genesis Chapter 11 - Migdal Bavel - God is 'upset’
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D. Avraham is chosen; then calls in God's Name / chapters 12,13,21
p
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[See also Yitzchak - Breishit 26:23-25 & Yaakov's vow in 28:20-22]



E. The centrality & 'purpose’ of the Temple - Devarim chapter 12
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10 But when ye go over the Jordan, and dwell in
the land which the LORD your God causeth you to
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inherit, and He giveth you rest from all your
enemies round about, so that ye dwell in safety;

11 then it shall come to pass that the place which
the LORD your God shall choose to cause His name
to dwell there, thither shall ye bring all that I
command you: your burnt-offerings, and your
sacrifices, your tithes, and the offering of your
hand...

6. I Kings Chapter 8 / Solomon's prayer when Temple is complete
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41 Moreover concerning the stranger that is not of
Thy people Israel, when he shall come out of a far
country for Thy name's sake--

42 for they shall hear of Thy great name, and of Thy
mighty hand, and of Thine outstretched arm--when
he shall come and pray toward this house;

43 hear Thou in heaven Thy dwelling-place, and do
according to all that the stranger calleth to Thee for;
that all the peoples of the earth may know Thy
name, to fear Thee, as doth Thy people Israel, and
that they may know that Thy name is called upon
this house which I have built.

H. I Kings Chapter 10 - When Queen of Sheba visits - it works!
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of Solomon because of the name of the LORD,
she came to prove him with hard questions.

8 Happy are thy men, happy are these thy
servants, that stand continually before thee,
and that hear thy wisdom.

9 Blessed be the LORD thy God, who delighted
in thee, to set thee on the throne of Israel;
because the LORD loved Israel for ever,
therefore made He thee king, to do justice and
righteousness.'
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V, Noach - naming his son Shem, and his blessings and curses
[note Vayikra 18:8 NY7,7°28 MY 77730 N ,7728-NwiN N1y ]
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20 And Noah the husbandman began, and planted a
vineyard.

21 And he drank of the wine, and was drunken; and he was
uncovered within his tent.

22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of
his father, and told his two brethren without.

23 And Shem and Japheth took a garment, and laid it upon
both their shoulders, and went backward, and covered the
nakedness of their father; and their faces were backward,
and they saw not their father's nakedness.

24 And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his
youngest son had done unto him.

25 And he said: Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants
shall he be unto his brethren.

26 And he said: Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem,;
and let Canaan be their servant.

27 God enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of
Shem; and let Canaan be their servant.

28 And Noah lived after the flood three hundred and fifty
years.

29 And all the days of Noah were nine hundred and fifty
years; and he died. {P}



Note our Rosh ha'Shana prayer:
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[Compare to Devarim 4:5-8]



