
How to study Chumash- One book at a time ² Breishit class #5 
What·s in Name? 

Possibly the most important theme in Sefer Breishit 
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/ 

  
I. Review:  Prophetic Purpose of Sefer Breishit 
 From wKDW�GRHV�+DVKHP�H[SHFW�IURP�¶PDQ· 
  To ² what He expects from Am Yisrael 
 i.e. towards what purpose was Avraham chosen 
 key thematic question re: purpose of Sefer Breishit  
  Why was AVRAHAM chosen ² vs. 
  WHY was Avraham chosen 

 
II.  The explicit answer is only found in 18:17-19 
 & note how it relates to 12:1-3 
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III.  The importance of Avraham·s ¶name· becoming great 
  Reward, or a ¶vehicle· ² to enable making God·s Name great 
 Let·s trace the theme of ¶shem Hashem· in Breishit 
[Review the end of last week·s shiur, re: 4:26] 
Making a name for God ² in light of conclusion of Breishit chapter 4 
 [Setting the stage for the connection between purpose of man / Am Yisrael] 

Note as well importance of names of people in chapter 4 
[also Lemech¶s 3 sons named after µHevel¶] 
 



Breishit chapter 4 ± note its envelope format 
�ʣ�ʷʸʴ�ʺʩʹʠʸʡ 

ʠ��̋ ʓʠ�ʲ ʔʣʕʩ��ʭ ʕʣ ʕʠ ʕʤ ʍʥ�ˣˢ ʍ̌ ʑʠ�ʤ ʕ˒ ʔʧ��ʸ ʔʤ ʔs ʔʥ��ʺ ʓʠ�ʣ ʓʬ ʒs ʔʥ�ʯ ʑʩ ʔ̫ʺ ʓʠ�ˇʩ ʑʠ�ʩ ʑ̋ ʩ ʑh ʕ̫ ��ʸ ʓʮʠʖˢ ʔʥ���ʤʕʥʤ ʍʩ. 

  ʡ�ʺ ʓʠ��ʺ ʓʣ ʓʬ ʕʬ�ʳ ʓɦ ʖs ʔʥ�ʺ ʓʠ�ʥʩ ʑʧ ʕʠ���ʬ ʓʡ ʕʤʩ ʑʤ ʍʩ ʔʥ�ʤ ʕʮ ʕʣ ʏʠ�ʣ ʒʡ ʖ̡ �ʤʕʩ ʕʤ��ʯ ʑʩ ʔ̫ ʍʥ��ʯʠʖʶ�ʤ ʒ̂ ʖy ��ʬ ʓʡ ʓʤ.  
 ʢ�ʤ ʕʧ ʍh ʑʮ��ʤ ʕʮ ʕʣ ʏʠ ʕʤ�ʩ ʑy ʍ̋ ʑʮ�ʯ ʑʩ ʔ̫ �ʠ ʒʡʕ̞ ʔʥ��ʭʩ ʑʮʕʩ�ʵ ʒ˟ ʑʮ��ʩ ʑʤ ʍʩ ʔʥ��ʤʕʥʤʩ ʔʬ. 

  ʣ�ʭʔʢ�ʠʩ ʑʡ ʒʤ�ʬ ʓʡ ʓʤ ʍʥ�ʬ ʓʠ��ʤʕʥʤ ʍʩ�ʲ ʔ̌ ʑ̞ ʔʥ��ʯ ʓʤ ʒʡ ʍʬ ʓʧ ʒʮ˒��ˣʰʠʖʶ�ʺˣʸ ʖʫ ʍˎ ʑʮ�ʠ˒ʤ�ʬ ʓʠ ʍʥ�ʬ ʓʡ ʓʤ�ˣʺ ʕʧ ʍh ʑʮ.  ʤ�ʬ ʓʠ ʍʥ�ʬ ʓʠ ʍʥ�ʯ ʑʩ ʔ̫�ʥʩʕh ʕ̋ �˒ʬ ʍ̋ ʑ̞ ʔʥ��ʣ ʖʠ ʍʮ�ʯ ʑʩ ʔ̫ ʍʬ�ʸ ʔʧ ʑ̞ ʔʥ��ʤ ʕ̂ ʕ̌ �ʠʖʬ��ˣʺ ʕʧ ʍh ʑʮ.  ʥ����ʤʕʥʤ ʍʩ�ʸ ʓʮʠʖ ˕ ʔʥ
ʬ ʓʠ��ʯ ʑʩ ʕ̫���˃ʩʓh ʕɹ �˒ʬ ʍɹ ʕh �ʤ ʕ̇ ʕʬ ʍʥ��˂ ʕʬ�ʤ ʕy ʕʧ�ʤ ʕ̇ ʕʬ.  ʦ�ʭ ʑʠ�ʠˣʬ ʏʤ�ʬ ʕ̌ ʍʮ ʑs ��ʤ ʕs ʔʠ ʍʥ��ˣʺ ʕ̫ ˒ˇ ʍs ��˃ʩʓʬ ʒʠ ʍʥ��ʵ ʒʡ ʖy �ʺʠ ʕ̝ ʔʧ�ʧ ʔ̋ ʓ̋ ʔʬ��ʡʩ ʑʨʩ ʒ̋ �ʠʖʬ�ʭ ʑʠ ʍʥ��ʺ ʒʠ ʍ̍ ��ʡʩ ʑʨʩ ʒs�ˣˎ.  ʧ�ʬ ʓʠ��ʯ ʑʩ ʔ̫ �ʸ ʓʮʠʖ ˕ ʔʥ���ʬ ʓʡ ʓʤ

ʬ ʓʠ�ʯ ʑʩ ʔ̫ �ʭ ʕ̫ ʕ̞ ʔʥ��ʤ ʓʣ ʕ́ ʔˎ �ʭ ʕ̋ ˣʩ ʍʤ ʑˎ �ʩ ʑʤ ʍʩ ʔʥ��ʥʩ ʑʧ ʕʠ�˒ʤ ʒʢ ʍy ʔʤʔ̞ ʔʥ�ʥʩ ʑʧ ʕʠ�ʬ ʓʡ ʓʤ.  ʨ�ʬ ʓʠ�ʤʕʥʤ ʍʩ�ʸ ʓʮʠʖ ˕ ʔʥ�ʩ ʑʫ ʖh ʕʠ�ʩ ʑʧ ʕʠ�ʸ ʒʮ ʖ̌ ʏʤ��ʩ ʑs ʍ̂ ʔʣʕʩ�ʠʖʬ�ʸ ʓʮʠʖ ˕ ʔʥ��˃ʩ ʑʧ ʕʠ�ʬ ʓʡ ʓʤ�ʩ ʒʠ��ʯ ʑʩ ʔ̫.  �ʩ���ʬˣʷ�� ʕ̋ ʩ ʑ̍ ʕ̂ �ʤ ʓʮ��ʸ ʓʮʠʖ ˕ ʔʥ
ʯ ʑʮ�ʩ ʔʬ ʒʠ�ʭʩ ʑ̫ ʏ̂ ʖʁ ��˃ʩ ʑʧ ʕʠ�ʩ ʒʮ ʍː�ʤ ʕʮ ʕʣ ʏʠ ʕʤ.  ʠʩ�ʯ ʑʮ��ʤ ʕs ʕʠ�ʸ˒ʸ ʕʠ��ʤ ʕs ʔ̂ ʍʥ�ʺ ʓʠ�ʤ ʕ̋ ʍʁ ʕ̋ �ʸ ʓ̌ ʏʠ�ʤ ʕʮ ʕʣ ʏʠ ʕʤ�ʺ ʓʠ�ʺ ʔʧ ʔ̫ ʕʬ�� ʕʤʩ ʑ̋�˃ ʓʣʕ̞ ʑʮ�˃ʩ ʑʧ ʕʠ�ʩ ʒʮ ʍː.  �ʡʩ�ʺ ʓʠ�ʣ ʖʡʏ̂ ʔ̋ �ʩ ʑ̠�ʠʖʬ��ʤ ʕʮ ʕʣ ʏʠ ʕʤ�ʺ ʒs �ʳ ʒɦ ʖ̋���ˑ ʕʧ ʖ̠
ʵ ʓy ʕʠ ʕʡ�ʤʓʩ ʍʤ ʑs ��ʣʕh ʕʥ�ʲʕh ��˂ ʕʬ.  �ʢʩ�ʬ ʓʠ��ʯ ʑʩ ʔ̫ �ʸ ʓʮʠʖ ˕ ʔʥ���ʤʕʥʤ ʍʩ��ˣʏ̂ �ʬˣʣ ʕˏ�ʠʖˈ ʍ̊ ʑʮ��ʩ ʑh.  ʣʩ�ʬ ʕʫ�ʤʕʩ ʕʤ ʍʥ��ʵ ʓy ʕʠ ʕˎ ��ʣʕh ʕʥ�ʲʕh �ʩ ʑ̋ ʩ ʑʩ ʕʤ ʍʥ��ʸ ʒ̋ ʕ̨ ʓʠ��˃ʩʓh ʕ̋ ʑʮ˒��ʤ ʕʮ ʕʣ ʏʠ ʕʤ�ʩʒh ʍ̋ �ʬ ʔ̂ ʒʮ��ʭˣ˕ ʔʤ�ʩ ʑ̋ ʖʠ� ʕs ʍ̌ ʔy ʒˏ �ʯ ʒʤ�

ʩ ʑh ʒʢ ʍy ʔʤʔʩ��ʩ ʑʠ ʍʁ ʖʮ.  ʥʨ�ʬ ʕ̠ �ʯ ʒʫ ʕʬ��ʤʕʥʤ ʍʩ�ˣʬ�ʸ ʓʮʠʖ ˕ ʔʥ�ʺˣ˗ ʔʤ�ʩ ʑs ʍʬ ʑʡ ʍʬ��ʺˣʠ�ʯ ʑʩ ʔ̫ ʍʬ�ʤʕʥʤ ʍʩ�ʭ ʓ̍ ʕ̞ ʔʥ��ʭ ʕ˟ ʗʩ��ʭ ʑʩ ʔ̋ ʕ̂ ʍʡ ʑ̌ ��ʯ ʑʩ ʔ̫ �ʢ ʒy ʖʤ�ʬ ʕ̠ �ˣʺ ʖʠ�ˣʠ ʍʁ ʖʮ.  �ʦʨ�ʵ ʓy ʓʠ ʍˎ �ʡ ʓ̌ ʒ̞ ʔʥ��ʤʕʥʤ ʍʩ�ʩʒh ʍɹ ʑ̆ ʑʮ��ʯ ʑʩ ʔ̫ �ʠ ʒʁ ʒ̞ ʔʥ����ʣˣʰ
ʺ ʔʮ ʍʣ ʑ̫�ʯ ʓʣ ʒ̂.  ʦʩ�ʺ ʓʠ�ʯ ʑʩ ʔ̫ �ʲ ʔʣʒ̞ ʔʥ�ʺ ʓʠ�ʣ ʓʬ ʒs ʔʥ�ʸ ʔʤ ʔs ʔʥ��ˣˢ ʍ̌ ʑʠ�˂ˣʰ ʏʧ�ˣʰ ʍˎ �ʭ ǯ ʍ̠ ��ʸʩ ʑ̂ ʕʤ�ʭ ǯ �ʠ ʕy ʍ̫ ʑ̞ ʔʥ��ʸʩ ʑ̂ �ʤʓh ʖˎ ��ʩ ʑʤ ʍʩ ʔʥ��˂ˣʰ ʏʧ.  ʧʩ�ʺ ʓʠ��˂ˣʰ ʏʧ ʔʬ�ʣ ʒʬʕ˒ ʑ̞ ʔʥ�ʺ ʓʠ�ʣ ʔʬʕʩ��ʣ ʕy ʩ ʑ̂ ʍʥ��ʣ ʕy ʩ ʑ̂����ʬ ʒʠʕʩ˒ʧ ʍʮ

ʺ ʓʠ�ʣ ʔʬʕʩ��ʬ ʒʠʩʕ̞ ʑʧ ʍʮ˒��̋ ʓʠ�ʣ ʔʬʕʩ��ʬ ʒʠ ʕ̌ ˒ʺ ʍʮ˒��ʬ ʒʠ ʕ̌ ˒ʺ ʍʮ�˂ ʓʮ ʕʬ. 

       ʨʩ�ʧ ʔ˟ ʑ̞ ʔʥ��ʭʩ ʑ̌ ʕh �ʩ ʒs ʍ̌ ��˂ ʓʮ ʓʬ�ˣʬ���ʤ ʕ̆ ʑʁ �ʺʩ ʑh ʒ̄ ʔʤ�ʭ ǯ ʍʥ��ʤ ʕʣ ʕ̂ �ʺ ʔʧ ʔʠ ʕʤ�ʭ ǯ  .ʫ�ʺ ʓʠ��ʤ ʕʣ ʕ̂ �ʣ ʓʬ ʒs ʔʥ�ʬ ʕʡʕʩ�� 
�     ʤʕʩ ʕʤ�ʠ˒ʤ��ʤʓh ʍ̫ ʑʮ˒�ʬ ʓʤ ʖʠ�ʡ ǯ ʖʩ��ʩ ʑʡ ʏʠ  .ʠʫ���ʥʩ ʑʧ ʕʠ�ʭ ǯ ʍʥ�ʬ ʕʡ˒ʩ��ʤʕʩ ʕʤ�ʠ˒ʤ��ʬ ʕ̠ ��ʩ ʑʡ ʏʠ�ʡ ʕʢ˒ʲ ʍʥ�ʸˣ˚ ʑ̠ �ˈ ʒɹ ʖs  . 

     ʡʫ�ʭ ʔʢ�ʤ ʕ̆ ʑʁ ʍʥ�ʺ ʓʠ�ʤ ʕʣ ʍʬʕʩ��ʠʥ ʑʤ�ʯ ʑʩ ʔ̫ �ʬ ʔʡ˒ˢ��ʬ ʕ̠ ��ˇ ʒʨ˄�ʬ ʔʡ˒ˢ�ʺˣʧ ʏʠʔʥ��ʬʓʦ ʍy ʔʡ˒�ʺ ʓ̌ ʖʧ ʍh �ˇ ʒy ʖʧ���ʯ ʑʩ ʔ̫�ʤ ʕʮʏ̂ ʔh 
.   ʢʫ�ʩ ʑʬˣʷ�ʯ ʔ̂ ʔʮ ʍ̌ �ʤ ʕ̆ ʑʁ ʍʥ�ʤ ʕʣ ʕ̂ ��ʥʩ ʕ̌ ʕh ʍʬ�˂ ʓʮ ʓʬ�ʸ ʓʮʠʖ ˕ ʔʥ����ʩ ʑ̋ ʕy ʍʮ ʑʠ�ʤʕ̊ ʒʦ ʍʠ ʔʤ��˂ ʓʮ ʓʬ�ʩ ǯ ʍh  

���ʩ ʑ̋ ʕy ʗˎ ʔʧ ʍʬ�ʣ ʓʬʓʩ ʍʥ��ʩ ʑ̂ ʍʁ ʑɹ ʍʬ�ʩ ʑs ʍʢ ʔy ʕʤ�ˇʩ ʑʠ�ʩ ʑ̠.  ʣʫ�ʭ ʔ˟ ʗʩ��ʭ ʑʩ ʔ̋ ʕ̂ ʍʡ ʑ̌ �ʩ ʑ̠�ʤ ʕ̂ ʍʡ ʑ̌ ʍʥ�ʭʩ ʑ̂ ʍʡ ʑ̌ ��˂ ʓʮ ʓʬ ʍʥ��ʯ ʑʩ ʕ̫. 
 ʤʫ�ʺ ʓʠ��ʣˣʲ�ʭ ʕʣ ʕʠ�ʲ ʔʣʒ̞ ʔʥ�ˣˢ ʍ̌ ʑʠ���̋ ʓʠ�ʠ ʕy ʍ̫ ʑs ʔʥ��ʯ ʒˎ �ʣ ʓʬ ʒs ʔʥ�ʺ ǯ �ˣʮ ʍ̌���� 

  �̋ ʕ̌ �ʩ ʑ̠�ʸ ʒʧ ʔʠ�ʲ ʔy ʓʦ��ʭʩ ʑʤ˄ ʎʠ�ʩ ʑʬ��ʯ ʑʩ ʕ̫ �ˣʢ ʕy ʏʤ�ʩ ʑ̠ ��ʬ ʓʡ ʓʤ�ʺ ʔʧ ʔs. 
   
ʥʫ�ʭ ʔˏ �ʺ ǯ ʍʬ˒�ʣ ʔ̆ ʗʩ�ʠ˒ʤ�ʺ ʓʠ�ʠ ʕy ʍ̫ ʑ̞ ʔʥ��ʯ ʒˎ��ʤ ʕʥʤ ʍʩ�ʭ ǯ ʍˎ �ʠʖʸ ʍ̫ ʑʬ��ʬ ʔʧ˒ʤ�ʦ ʕʠ��ˇˣʰ ʎʠ�ˣʮ ʍ̌. 
 

ʤ�ʷʸʴ�ʺʩʹʠʸʡ 
ʠ��ʭ ʕʣ ʕʠ�ʺ ʖʣ ʍʬˣˢ��ʸ ʓɹ ʒɦ �ʤʓʦ�����ʭˣʩ ʍˎʭʩ ʑʤ˄ ʎʠ�ʠʖʸ ʍˎ���ʺ˒ʮ ʍʣ ʑˎ ��ʭ ʕʣ ʕʠ�ʭʩ ʑʤ˄ ʎʠ��xʺ ʖʠ�ʤ ʕ̍ ʕ̂  . 
ʡ���ʭ ʕ̋ ʖʠ�˂ ʓy ʕʡ ʍʩ ʔʥ��ʭ ʕʠ ʕy ʍˎ ��ʤ ʕʡ ʒ̫ ʍh ˒�ʸ ʕʫʕʦ�̋ ʓʠ�ʠ ʕy ʍ̫ ʑ̞ ʔʥ��ʭ ʕʠ ʍy ʕˎ ʑʤ��ʭˣʩ ʍˎ ��ʭ ʕʣ ʕʠ�ʭ ʕʮ ʍ̌ . 
 ʢ�ʺ ʓʠ�ʠ ʕy ʍ̫ ʑ̞ ʔʥ��ˣʮ ʍʬ ʔʁ ʍ̠ ��ˣʺ˒ʮ ʍʣ ʑˎ �ʣ ʓʬˣ˕ ʔʥ��ʤʕh ʕ̌ �ʺ ʔʠ ʍʮ˒�ʭʩ ʑ̌ ˄ ʍ̌ ��ʭ ʕʣ ʕʠ�ʩ ʑʧ ʍʩ ʔʥ�ˣʮ ʍ̌�̋ ǯ ��. 
  ʣ�ʩ ʒʮ ʍʩ�˒ʩ ʍʤ ʑ̞ ʔʥ�ʺ ʓʠ�ˣʣʩ ʑʬˣʤ�ʩ ʒy ʏʧ ʔʠ��ʭ ʕʣ ʕʠ�ʺˣʰ ʕʡ˒��ʭʩ ʑh ʕˎ �ʣ ʓʬˣ˕ ʔʥ��ʤʕh ʕ̌ ��ʺ ʖʠ ʒʮ�ʤʓh ʖʮ ʍ̌ ��ʺ ǯ.   
ʤ�ʬ ʕ̠ �˒ʩ ʍʤ ʑ̞ ʔʥ�ʸ ʓ̌ ʏʠ��ʭ ʕʣ ʕʠ�ʩ ʒʮ ʍʩ��ʺ ʖʮʕ̞ ʔʥ��ʤʕh ʕ̌ �ʭʩ ʑ̌ ˄ ʍ̌ ˒��ʤʕh ʕ̌ �ʺˣʠ ʒʮ�ʲ ʔ̌ ʍs ��ʩ ʔʧ���̂ ʱ` 
ʥ�ʩ ʑʧ ʍʩ ʔʥ�ʺ ǯ��ʤʕh ʕ̌ �ʺ ʔʠ ʍʮ˒�ʭʩ ʑh ʕ̌ �ˇ ʒʮ ʕʧ��ʺ ʓʠ��ʣ ʓʬˣ˕ ʔʥ�ˇˣʰ ʎʠ. 
 

Follow of the theme of giving names 
 Days 1->3  Hashem names what He creates 
 Chapter 2  - God challenges man to assign names to the animals 
 Chava is named by Adam  
 Chapters 4  contrasting reason for name of Kayin vs. Shet 
End of chapter 4 ± VWUDQJH�YHUVH�RI�µFDOOLQJ�LQ�WKH�1DPH�RI�+DVKHP¶ 
  Chaper 5 ± *RG�QDPHG�µPDQ¶�HQGLQJ�ZLWK�/HPHFK�QDPHG�1RDFK 

 
Flood story ± why does Noach name his son SHEM 
 Note blessing of Shem by Noach after the wine incident  

 Chapter 11 -  Migdal Bavel ± man makes a name for himself ! 
Chapter 12 ± Avraham begins his career of calling in the Name of Hashem 



The themes from Gan Eden, at conclusion of Sefer Devarim 
Devarim chapter 28 ²  
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1 And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken 
diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, 
to observe to do all His commandments which I 
command thee this day, that the LORD thy God 
will set thee on high above all the nations of the 
earth. 

���+ �V�U' �+ �4�K� ��K	��U ��' �j �! �#��! �X �� �!�=L) �: �C �!��� 

   �U' �!Y ���! �#! �'�+L9 �C��3 �/ �f �=�' �V�� 

2 And all these blessings shall come upon thee, 
and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the 
voice of the LORD thy God. 

����TK: �C��! �� �j �C��! �k ���TK: ��K��:' �4 �C��! �k �� 3 Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed 
shalt thou be in the field. 

�����CTK:�' �: �a	U �= �/ �� ���' �: �6K�U �1 �& ���� 
�U �k �/ �! ���' �: �6K		��U �1�� 8�=L: �k �f �4 �#��U' �6 �+ ���: �� �f 

4 Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the 
fruit of thy land, and the fruit of thy cattle, the 
increase of thy kine, and the young of thy flock. 

!����U �k �: �� �f �/K��U �� �1 �&�TK: �C 5 Blessed shall be thy basket and thy kneading-
trough. 

#���U �=� �8 �C��! �k ���TK: ��K��U ���� �C��! �k ���TK: �C 6 Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and 
blessed shalt thou be when thou goest out. 

$��= ���! �#! �'�0 �k �'	�U' �1 �6 �+�-' �6 �E �1��U' �+ �4�-' �/ �d �!�U' �� �'�������U' �+ ���K� �8 �'�� �% ���T �: �� �C
��U' �1 �6 �+�K2K1 �'�-' �) �: ���! �4 �� �f ��K 

7 The LORD will cause thine enemies that rise 
up against thee to be smitten before thee; they 
shall come out against thee one way, and shall 
flee before thee seven ways. 

�%���= ����U �k ���! �#! �'�# �8 �'	! �) �: �C �!��U �� �'�% �+ �f �/�+�) ��K��U' �/ �2 �� �C�� 
U �) �: ��K		�7 �: �� �C��: �f ��	��T �+�0 �=�1�U' �!Y ���! �#! �' 

8 The LORD will command the blessing with 
thee in thy barns, and in all that thou puttest thy 
hand unto; and He will bless thee in the land 
which the LORD thy God giveth thee. 

&���L+�! �#! �'�U �/' �9 �'fL� �9�- �4 �+3 �C �f �1�: �f �� �V��	�T �+����' �V
= ����:�/ �f �=	��U' �!Y ���! �#! �'�=�# �8 �/��#' �) �: �� �C�� �k �) �+ �! �# 

9 The LORD will establish thee for a holy people 
unto Himself, as He hath sworn unto thee; if thou 
shalt keep the commandments of the LORD thy 
God, and walk in His ways. 

'��+ �V�K� �: �#	��7 �: �� �!�' �] �4 
��U' �+ �4�� �: �9 �1�! �#! �'�- �f�' �V���S �] �/��K� �: �' �#�� 

10 And all the peoples of the earth shall see that 
the name of the LORD is called upon thee; and 
they shall be afraid of thee. 

�'����' �: �6 ��K�U �k �/ �! ���' �: �6 ��K�U �1 �& ���' �: �6 �C��! ��L& �+�! �#! �'�U �: �=L! �#

U �= �/ �� ��		�! �/ �� �� �!��+ �4��T �+�= �= �+��U' �=�� �� �+�! �#! �'�3 �C �f �1�: �f ���� 

11 And the LORD will make thee over-abundant 
for good, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit 
of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy land, in the 
land which the LORD swore unto thy fathers to 
give thee. 

�'��= ���U �+�! �#! �'�% �k �6 �'	= ����LP �!�L: �8L�	: �& �/�= �= �+��- �' �/ �i �!	��U �8 �: ��
��Lk �4 �C+ �V�= ����T �: �� �+K	�! �# �+ �=��� +�! �k �� �#��-' �C �:�- �'LE� �=' �# �+ �! �#��U �� �'�! �g �4 �/ 

12 The LORD will open unto thee His good 
treasure the heaven to give the rain of thy land in 
its season, and to bless all the work of thy hand; 
and thou shalt lend unto many nations, but thou 
shalt not borrow. 

�'����f�� : �+�! �#! �'�U �1 �= �1K�! �P �/ �+�! �' �! �=��� + �#��! �+ �4 �/ �+�9 �:� �=' �' �! �#��� �1 �$ �+��� + �#���
' �V	+ ���3 �/ �f �=	-LQ �!�U �K �8 �/�' �)�1 ���: �f ����U' �!Y ���! �#! �'�=�# �8 �/		�=Lg �4 �+ �#�:�/ �f �+ 

13 And the LORD will make thee the head, and 
not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and 
thou shalt not be beneath; if thou shalt hearken 
unto the commandments of the LORD thy God, 
which I command thee this day, to observe and to 
do them; 



IV. The theme of ¶SHEM HASHEM· as it develops: 
A. Genesis Chapter 4 - Something goes 'wrong' 

�¥��§ �à�´ �Û �¦ã��� �é�£��ã����� �² �± �æ ����© �ß
´ ���ÛÖª ���Ö¨ �Û��� ² �± �¦��¦ �¡ã��  ����

�§ �Û �ß���� 

26 And to Seth, to him also there was born a son; and he 
called his name Enosh; then began men to call upon the 
name of the LORD. 

B. Genesis Chapter 9 ² 1RDFK�	�KLV�VRQ�¶6KHP·�>"@ 
�¥����Íã² �ß��² �̈ �� æ ���
�§ �Û�£ ��Ï �����

��Ö¨ �¦�� �� �¬��© �¬ �ª �¥�£ ��£ �� 
26 And he said: Blessed be the LORD, the 
God of Shem; and let Canaan be their 
servant. 

C. Genesis Chapter 11 ² Migdal Bavel ² God is ¶upset· 
���� �ª �� �ª�� �� ���ã² �̈ �� æ �����¦ �á �� �̈ ã��²£ �¬�ãª �é

§ �£ �̈ �Ý ���ÖÛ�� ² ����� �Ü�¬ �ª ���§ �Û��ãª �é�����
© �í�¦ �¬��¯ã® �ª�¦ �¥�£ �ª �í����¯ �² �� �� 

4 And they said: 'Come, let us build us a city, and a tower, 
with its top in heaven, and let us make us a name; lest 
we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.'  

 
D. Avraham is chosen; then calls in *RG·V Name / chapters 12,13,21 

����² �̈ �� æ ����
��¦ ���Í �¦��§ �² �� ���Î �¦«� 1 God said unto Abram: 'Get thee out ... 

¡����ï �̈ ��� �² �� ���§ �Ý �̈ �± �ò �¬�æ ��´£ �� �¦�§ ���
¦ ������ ¦ �� ���¢�æ ��« © �� �æ ����� �¡ �ß �  �̈ �§ �Û

��� ���£ �¦�§ �Û �ß�� �² �± �æ ���� 

8 And he removed from thence unto the mountain on the 
east of Beth-el, and pitched his tent, having Beth-el on 
the west...and he builded there an altar unto the LORD, 
and called upon the name of the LORD 
 

�±²®�����£����� �¬ ����� �� �ë �̈ ���£ �¬ �ì �̈ �¦��Í �¦�æ ���
´£ �ß�¦ ����� �¬�² �Û ����§Ö± �ê �����§ �Û���£ ��

´£ �ß�©£ �ß��� �é �¡ �ò �ß��Ï �� �����£ �¬ ���©£ ��ã��¦ �� 

Chapter 13 -- 3. And he went on his journeys from the 
South even to Beth-el, unto the place where his tent had 
been at the beginning, between Beth-el and Ai; 

���¦ ���² �Û ���� �¡ �ß �  �ê ����§Ö± �̈����§ �Û�� �Ü �¬
��� �ª�Û� �² �ß��§ �² �� ���§ �Û�� �² �± �æ ���§ �Û �ß���� 

4 unto the place of the altar, which he had made there at 
the first; and Abram called there on the name of the 
LORD. 

 
����¥�±²®�¦����¬ �� �Û�² �� �� �ß��¦ �Û ���¬ �å �æ ����
� �² �± �æ ���§ �Û��§ �Û �ß��§�¦Ö¬�¦ ������ 

21: 33 And Abraham planted a tamarisk-tree 
in Beer-sheba, and called there on the name 
of the LORD, the Everlasting God. 

 
[See also Yitzchak ² Breishit 26:23-����	�<DDNRY·V�YRZ�LQ������-22] 
 



E.  7KH�FHQWUDOLW\�	�¶SXUSRVH·�RI�WKH�7HPSOH�² Devarim chapter 12 
£��´ ����§ �ò �² �� �¬ ������¯ �² �� �ß�§ �ò �� �Û£ ����© �á �² �æ ��

² �Û ����
���§ �¥ �¦� �¡£ �ª �� ����§ �¥ �́ ���¦£ �¡ �ª �̈ �§ �¥£ ��Ï ��
¦ �è �̈�§ �ò �� �Û£ �����£ �� �ì �̈ �§ �¥£ �� �£ �����¡ �¢ �ß 

10 But when ye go over the Jordan, and dwell in 
the land which the LORD your God causeth you to 
inherit, and He giveth you rest from all your 
enemies round about, so that ye dwell in safety; 

�£��² �Û ����§Ö± �ê �����£ �� ����² �¡ �� �£����
�Öß�§ �¥£ ��Ï ��§ �Û�Ö¨ �Û�© �è �Û �¦����� �ê �Û
¦ �è�´ ����ã�£ �� �́���§ �¥ �́ ���� �ã �° �̈ �£ �¥�ª ���² �Û �����

��§ �¥£ �́ �² �Ü �¬ �̈ ��§ �¥£ �¡ �� �  ���§ �¥£ �́ ÏÖ¬« 

11 then it shall come to pass that the place which 
the LORD your God shall choose to cause His name 
to dwell there, thither shall ye bring all that I 
command you: your burnt-offerings, and your 
sacrifices, your tithes, and the offering of your 
hand« 

 
G. I Kings Chapter 8 / 6RORPRQ·V�SUD\HU�ZKHQ�Temple is complete 

�¨��¦ ����§ �� ������£ �² �¥ �ë ����� ¦�² �Û �����Î �ê �¬ �̈
¦ �� �² �Ü �£  ��ã��� 

�Î �̈ �Û�© �¬ �̈ �¦��� �±Ö¡ �²�¯ �² �� �̈ �� ��ã�� 

41 Moreover concerning the stranger that is not of 
Thy people Israel, when he shall come out of a far 
country for Thy name's sake--  

�¨����©ã¬ �̈ �Û �£�£ �è´ ���¦Ö� �à ���Î �̈ �Û�́ �� �����
���¦ �é �í �́ �� ���� ��ã����£ã¢ �ë ���Î�¬�² � ã��� �± �  �¡ ���Î ���£

¦ ������� �ä ���´ �£ �ß �� 

42 for they shall hear of Thy great name, and of Thy 
mighty hand, and of Thine outstretched arm--when 
he shall come and pray toward this house;  

�¨�����Î �ò �� �Û�©Ö¥ �̈ ��§ �£ �̈ �Ý ���¬ �̈ �Û �ò�� �ò ��
² �Û ���¦�¥ �è�� �́ £ �Ü �¬ ���£ �² �¥ �ë ���Î£ �¦ ���� �² �± �£��
¦ �è�©ã¬ ���£�© �¬ �̈ �¦�´ ���¯ �² �� ���£ �ê �¬�Î �̈ �Û��

£ �è��´ �¬ �� �¦ ����¦ �� �² �Ü �£�Î �ê �¬ �è�Î �́ ���� �� �² �£ �¦�
¦ �¬�� �² �± �ª�Î �̈ �Û�� �ä ���´ �£ �ß ������£ �́ £ �ª �ß�² �Û �� 

43 hear Thou in heaven Thy dwelling-place, and do 
according to all that the stranger calleth to Thee for; 
that all the peoples of the earth may know Thy 
name, to fear Thee, as doth Thy people Israel, and 
that they may know that Thy name is called upon 
this house which I have built.  

 
H. I Kings Chapter 10 - When Queen of Sheba visits ² it works! 

���´ �è �¦ �̈ ã�´ ���´ �¬ �̈ �Û��� �� �Û���̈ Ï �Û�¬ �̈ �Û��
�§ �Û �¦��´Ö�£ �¡ �ß��Ö´�ì �ª �¦��� � �ò ����«.� 

1 And when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame 
of Solomon because of the name of the LORD, 
she came to prove him with hard questions.  

Her final remarks: 

�%����-' �� �/�3 �!��! �X ���U' �� �� �4�' �: �f ����U' �f �1 ���' �: �f ��
�= ���-' �4 �/�i �!���' �/ �k�U' �1 �6 �+	��U �= �/ �) �% 

8 Happy are thy men, happy are these thy 
servants, that stand continually before thee, 
and that hear thy wisdom. 

&�����U �C�7 �6 �%�: �f ����TK: �C��U' �!Y ���! �#! �'�' �! �'
�+ �4�U �k �= �+	�+ �� �: �g �'�� �_ �V		�= ���! �#! �'�= �� �! �� �C	

���- �+�3 �+��+ �� �: �g �' 
���T �+ �/ �+�U �/' �g �' �#�! �9 �� �8K�& �a �f �/�=Lg �4 �+�� 

9 Blessed be the LORD thy God, who delighted 
in thee, to set thee on the throne of Israel; 
because the LORD loved Israel for ever, 
therefore made He thee king, to do justice and 
righteousness.' 



V, Noach ² naming his son Shem, and his blessings and curses 

 [note Vayikra 18:8  ʠʥ ʑʤ��˃ʩ ʑʡ ʕʠ�ʺʔʥ ʍy ʓ̂ ���ʤ ʒ̆ ʔʢ ʍ̋ �ʠʖ ʬ��˃ʩ ʑʡ ʕʠ�ʺ ʓ̌ ʒʠ�ʺ ʔʥ ʍy ʓ̂ .] 
 & 20:17: 

ʦʩ  ʸ ʓ̌ ʏʠ�ˇʩ ʑʠ ʍʥ�ʺ ʓʠ�ʧ ʔ˟ ʑʩ��̋ ʔˎ �ˣʺ ʖʧ ʏʠ�ʺ ʔʡ�ˣʠ�ʥʩ ʑʡ ʕʠ��x˙ ʑʠ 
��̋ ʓʠ�ʤ ʕʠ ʕy ʍʥ�ʠʩ ʑʤ ʍʥ�ˑ ʕ̋ ʕʥ ʍy ʓ̂�ʺ ʓʠ�ʤ ʓʠ ʍy ʑ̋�ˣʺ ʕʥ ʍy ʓ̂ʠ˒ʤ�ʣ ʓɦ ʓʧ�������˒ʺ ʍy ʍʫ ʑh ʍʥ

��ʭ ʕ̇ ʔ̂ �ʩ ʒh ʍˎ �ʩ ʒh ʩ ʒ̂ ʍʬʤ ʕ̆ ʑˏ �ˣʺ ʖʧ ʏʠ�ʺʔʥ ʍy ʓ̂ʠ ʕ́ ʑʩ�ˣʰ ʖʥʏ̂ ��. 
 

)����� �́ �1�+ �% �Q �#�! �/ �� �� �!�f' ����- �: �V��3 �P �Q �#�� 20 And Noah the husbandman began, and planted a 
vineyard. 

�)��0 �/� �k �f �Q �#	���: �V �f �Q �#��0 �' �Q �!�+ �E �= �Q �#��!Y �! ���TL= �C�� 21 And he drank of the wine, and was drunken; and he was 
uncovered within his tent. 

�)����#�� �: �Q����0 �4 �1 �)�' �� ���- �%��= ���#' �� ���= �# �: �4���� 
�' �1 �f �+�� �E �Q �#	��7K% �C��#' �% �� 

22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of 
his father, and told his two brethren without. 

�)��= ���= �6 �' �#�- �f�% �d �Q �#	+ �4�K/' �g �Q �#��! �+ �/ �j �!	��- �) �f
���- �!' �� ���= �# �: �4�= ���K_ �) �' �#��=' �̂ �:�% ���K) �+ �Q �#��- �!' �1 �f

��K� �:��� +��- �!' �� ���= �# �: �4 �#��=' �̂ �:�% ����- �!' �1 �6K 

23 And Shem and Japheth took a garment, and laid it upon 
both their shoulders, and went backward, and covered the 
nakedness of their father; and their faces were backward, 
and they saw not their father's nakedness. 

�)��: �f ���= ����3 �� �Q �#��L1' �Q �/�� �́ �1�7 �9' �Q �#	��0 �& �d �!�L1 �C�L+�! �g �4 
[unclear how much time passes...] 

24 And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his 
youngest son had done unto him. 

!)����0 �4 �1 �V�:K: ����: �/�� Q �#����#' �% �� �+�! �' �! �'��-' �� �� �4�� �� �4 25 And he said: Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants 
shall he be unto his brethren. 

#)�����: �/�� Q �#- �f�' �!Y ���! �#! �'�TK: �C���� 

��L/ �+�� �� �4��0 �4 �1 �)�' �!' �# 

26 And he said: Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem; 
and let Canaan be their servant. 

$)��' �+ �! �� �C�0�V �f �' �#��= �6 �' �+�-' �!Y ��� �k �6 �'	���- �f 
��L/ �+�� �� �4��0 �4 �1 �)�' �!' �# 

27 God enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of 
Shem; and let Canaan be their servant. 

%)��' �% �' �#	�! �1 �f�-' �i �/ �% �#��! �1 �f�=L� �/�fY �f��+KC �] �!�: �% ���� �́ �1 28 And Noah lived after the flood three hundred and fifty 
years. 

&)��+ �V��K' �! �Q �#	' �/ �'	�=�/ �Q �#��! �1 �f�-' �i �/ �% �#��! �1 �f�=L� �/�3 �f �k�� �́ �1��
��6� 

29 And all the days of Noah were nine hundred and fifty 
years; and he died. {P} 

 



Note our Rosh ha·Shana prayer: 
�ãª£ �́ �� ���£ ��¦� ���ãª£ ��¦ �� 

�Î ���� �¥ �ß��é�è�§ �¦�¬ ���¦ �è�¦ �¬�Í¦ �̈, 
 �Î �² �±£ �ß�¯ �² �� ���¦ �è�¦ �¬�� �Ü �ë �� �� 
����Î �° �² ���¦ �� �́ �£ �� �Û�£�¦ �è�¦ �¬�Î �ä �¬�©�� �à�² �� �� �ß�¬ �®�� �� 

��ò �¦ �¬ �®�� �ò ���£ �è�¦ã¬ �í�¦ �è�¬ ���£ �� 
����ò �² �° �£�� �ò ���£ �è�²ã° �£�¦ �è�©£ ���£ �� 
��í �� ���� �̈ �Û �ª�² �Û ���¦è�² �̈ �£ �� 
��¦ �� �² �Ü �£�£ ��¦ ����� �- Í �¦ �̈� 

� �¦ �Û �̈ �¦è �ß��´ã¥ �¦ �̈ ã:  
ãª �Û �á �±��Î£ �́ � �° �̈ �ß 

��Î �́ �²�´ �ß�ãª �± �¦ �¡�© �́ �� 
����Î �́ �¬ãÛ£ �ß�ãª �¡ �ê �Ü ���Î ��ãå �̈ �ãª �¬ �ß �Ü 

Î �á �� �¬ �¦�ãª �ß �¦�² �� �¢ �����´ �̈ �� �ß 
��́ �̈ ���§£ ��¦ ���� �ò ���£ �è 
�� �¬ �¦�§�æ �± ���´ �̈ ���Î �² �� ��ã:  

��
��� �ò ���Íã² �ß¯ �² �� ���¦ �è�¦ �¬�Í �¦ �̈�±  
¦ �� �² �Ü �£�Û �á �± �̈��©�² �è �ä ���§�£ ��:  

 
[Compare to Devarim 4:5-8] 


